og 


ta ee 
‘ vaatole 
SP. ARae css # 

Ma hese 


— on : =: " ‘a j 
f Vere aiia ati ans th ac? 
_< : i, BO te Boe | , 

oe, iaeecaiee 

TOME E PRINCIE 
Ss RaQ 4 nund 

Tae E 
i ~ ¥ 


LETTERS OF FORT YUMA, CALIFORNIA 
Chronologically arranged 
1886--1904 


| 


| 


See also 


All rights reserved 


These letters are the property of Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 
St. Louis, Missouri, Archives 
and may not be duplicated in any form, including electronically 
without permission of the congregational archivist 
February 1, 2001 


LETTERS OF FORT YUMA, CALIFORNIA 
Chronologically arranged 
1886--1904% 


J.M.J ~ Yuma, Palm Sunday 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

A thousand thanks for your dear letter of the 10th which I received yesterday also 
for the nice little medals sent therein. 

But Mother Dear! The ways of God are wonderful. The two little pilgrims are still 
in the Desert of Yuma. It would seem our Lord wanted us to pass the Lent with Him in the 
wilderness. As to Lent, itis a Lent. Perhaps, I have never had such an opportunity. Could 
we have fore seen the long delay, I would have gone on to Tucson and waited there or to 
Oakland; but I feel our Lord has arranged all our proceedings for some good end. | feel it 
very vividly that it is for some special object we have been delayed here. We cannot yet see 
or know it. But it has come about in such a manner, that we could not help ourselves. 

Well, what keeps us now from locating on Mount Hope? Simply because the 
Agent has to make a regular business transfer to us of all papers relating to the boarding 
school and he is not ready for that yet. We expected surely to hear from him last evening, 
but nothing came. We can do nothing before all business papers relative to the school and 
property thereof are in our possession & we have given him the receipt thereof. We now 
look out for Tuesday next. Whether we are doomed for another disappointment, we cannot 
tell. May God’s will be done! How often must I grieve the Sacred Heart of our Lord by 
disappointing its love for me; and yet He bears with my faults! Our poor Yumas are 
growing more anxious; they cannot see why we delay so long. 

We have received very kind letters both for ourselves and for Rev. F. Chaucot from 
Bp. Mora of Los Angelos (sic). He very kindly grants the permissions asked and gives 
our present Chaplain ample faculties. He also imparts a special Benediction to the work 
and gives directions concerning the Chapel to be fixed at the Fort, wishes it to communicate 
by a door with outside, so that Externs can be admitted. 

We received this moming quite a pile of papers -- directions from the Treasury 
Dept. at Washington addressed to Mary O’Neil as Disbursing Officer on the Indian Service 
at Fort Yuma. We may now look out for a great deal of business and it will require great 
and constant attention to keep everything according to directions given. It will soon be time 
too, for the Inspector’s visit, very likely towards the end of the month. 

Pray, Dearest Mother, that your two little pilgrims will do nothing rash or wrong 
and that this long passage through the sandy dessert (sic) may at length procure for them 
entrance into the field or vineyard where many fruits may be gathered to adorn the great 
Banquet hall of our Holy Mother the Church. Help us to ask the Angels of the Yumas to 
hasten the time when we may bring salvation to that neglected but noble race. Excuse my 
horrid writing. For want of table, am writing on my knee. Happy Easter to all our Dear 
Ones at home from 


Your child in Xo 
Sr M. Julia 


St. Augustine’s Church 
Fifteenth Street 


Fr. Zephyrin O.S.F. 


Washington, D.C. Febr. 4, 1886 


Rev. Mother Agatha, 
Superioress General 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Rev. Mother, 

Allow me first to thank you most fervently for what you wrote to 
Mother Julia in my regard. As this is an urgent business letter I shall refrain 
from further expressions of gratitude. I write in the name of Rev. Father 
Stephan, Director of the C. I. Bureau. I offered to do so as I could not persuade 
myself that your letter regarding the Yuma Government School, which 
(line illegible) 

Iam convinced that the situation is not sufficiently understood. You wrote, 
to one of the Sisters there I presume,: “I fear our poor Sisters will have a very 
hard, useless Mission in going to Yuma, unless there is a priest at the head of 
the work. The Yumas are savage, pagan Indians of the lowest grade.” Now 
most respected and Rev. Mother, I beg to differ from you and to direct your 
mind to a place where it would be a decided blessing if no priest were in 
charge rather than such. The priest is not necessary to carry on the school 
work there. In Keshina the Sisters would be better off if they were 
independent. They must do the schooling any way and are better off than 
under a narrow minded man. The work will not be useless if they are pagan 
Indians. My most respected mother, the Indians are to be gained for Our Dear 
Lord. The Pagans are the very ones to be hunted up, even with considerable 
privation if need be. But in this case hardships are reduced to a minimum, 
and the prospect for a lasting impression upon an immense number of Reds 
in California and Arizona, such an impression as would make it impossible 
for Protestants to gain a strong foothold among them, even if just now no 
Missionary can be sent to them, is quite good. Do not say it would be a useless 
mission. Remember even St. Francis Xavier could do no more than make an 
impression upon the Japanese, but this was not obliterated. In latter times the 
mere thought of the “blackrobe” long ago whom they compared to the 
blackrobe of now and found similar to each other, made it impossible for 
Protestants to harvest much. I beg of you not to consider it useless to work 
among those in the neighborhood where Sister Mary Agreda, in the body or 
out of the body, I know not which, labored to pave but the way for the 
Missionary. To make but that inroad upon satan’s home would be worth 
while to let a number of unselfish Sisters merit the crown of justice without 
material compensation. However the Sisters will be in quite comfortable 
circumstances, the Government paying $3100 and all else the Government 


furnishes besides. The $3100 is salary cash. Out of it you could support a | 

chaplain for the Sisters who could just attend to their spiritual wants, and the 

Sisters would not be annoyed in so many ways. ---- | 

Further you said, “If the Sisters are to have a school only without reference to 

religious teaching, then it is useless for us to (illegible line) 

“and on the same plan as the public school.” | 
Rev. Mother, the President himself in his late message insisted that 

Religion should be taught the Indians. And the School superintendent, Mr. 

Oberly, if I mistake not, says the same. Anyway that is the sense of the 

Administration in this matter. Hence the Sisters are at liberty to do as they 

please. Even if they were not at liberty, why the children are day and night 

with the Sisters. Surely with but a little shrewdness they could by inches, as it 

were, steal them for our Lord unobserved. Now no fear of the Government. 

Sunday school can be kept even according to Government regulations, (as) 

was done at Keshina in spite of me and the Catholic children. Then after the 

school hours or before you can teach them what you please. No need to learn 

their tongue, as the Government wants English. Of course_zeal, common 

sense, however added will prompt learning of the language. The school will 

be in the hands of the Sisters entirely and no Agent or official has a word to 

say about it except to inspect and suggest, and they can follow their own 

opinion any how, only bearing in mind Government regulations. You see, in 

fact, the Sisters will have a soft place, let even the Agent be unfriendly or 

everybody else. They need fear nothing from the Government. Even if 

Religion should be entirely excluded, which according to the above is absurd, 

the Sisters could do immense good, more than in a hospital where no sick is 

asked if he is Catholic, but only if he is sick. Now these Indians are heartily 

sick, soul and body in some respect, more sick than I am today, and my head 

is just feeling (next line illegible) 

convincing not withstanding. You say further, “It seems to me there should 

be a zealous priest at the head, and the Sisters going there should have all the 

consolations of our holy religion at least, and their aim should be to assist the 

missionary in instructing these poor creatures.” Where will sucha priest be 

found? Must then these poor creatures spiritually starve and die and be lost 

meanwhile? Now, Rev. Mother, I know you would not answer for their loss. 

Yet they can all be saved in the manner indicated. In the case, the mother, 

tenderhearted and soothing, is wanted, let the father with his uninviting 

qualities just stay away for awhile. In foregoing all that is already contained. I 

would suggest that you take out a chaplain who tends only to the Sisters 

primarily. He heed not be a strong man, but only pious, and if he has not 

sense enough he cannot at least do harm (next line illegible) 

have a visiting priest in the neighborhood. Further, “You had better ask the 

Bishop before we go farther. I don’t see what good can be done with pagan 

Indians under a Protestant Agent.” All the good possible. An Inspector has 

written here saying, that with some 2 to 3000 dollars more money used, the 


house could be made to take care of 500 children. Through the children we 
must gain the parents. Think of St. Francis Xavier. Pooh! The Our Father, 


Hail Mary, Commandments, Creed, can be even stealthily, if need be, taught 
by a Sister, and the St. Xavier thought that enough for a while. I think so too, 
It would be the biggest work in the Indian service, as right among the wild 
ones and no opposition or competition. As to_Protestant Agent. Let him be 
under such diabolical influence and with such malicious propensities as our 
old friend at Keshina, and that surely is the worst condition imaginable, yet 
the Sisters are more secure than under Jennings now. The reason is the 
Sisters are not under the Agent, but under the School-Superintendent Oberly. 
The Agent or Inspector can only inspect and report. And the Sisters can, 
however, report too. They need fear nothing. Finally you wrote, “I prefer 
having nothing more to do with the matter if this is to be the case, for it will 
prove worse than a failure.” Now I do expect most earnestly that you accept 
that school and prevent it from dropping into Protestant control. It seems to 
me that it was not through accident that the proposition was made to you. | 
do not believe in accidents (illegible) 

If that school gets into Protestant hands and those Indians become non- 
Catholics, I do not think Our Lord would overlook that matter. Please to 
reconsider the case and make a trial anyway. I should have left here 
tomorrow to see you in this matter for the sake of Rev. Stephan. Mr. Oberly 
will wait no longer than Monday. So you will have no time to write, but I beg 
you to telegraph directly your decision to me at St. Augustine’s 15th Street, or 
to Rev. J. Stephan St. Patrick’s Church Tenth and G Streets. How I go a hold 
of your letter? Well is not a most humiliating thing that letters of Bishops, 
Priests, Sisters must go through the hands of a Protestant? And see: you 
mentioned Protestant and the good Bishop surely did not know he directly 
addressed his letter to a Protestant, else he would never have written as he 
did. Of my writing they know nothing, only Father Stephan, in whose name 
I communicate this to you, having offered to do so, as I felt sore at the 
thought that such a chance should be given to our arch-enemy and his 
helpers. Please to make a trial, especially as you see that all the reasons you 
gave against the plan, are in reality reasons for it. I would telegraph 
acceptance at once. Mr. Oberly’s good will must be retained. It would look 
bad otherwise. 

Asking you to overlook my boldness in daring to suggest what you 
prefer to drop from your plans, claiming it was done only in ?? for Our Lord’s 
dear ones, 

I remain with deep respect, 

Very truly 

Fr. Zephyrin O.S.F. 


P.S. The Sisters will not even be under the so-called Catholic Bureau, but 
directly under Mr. Oberly who only looks at material progress, and if the 
children believed or learned besides, that the Pope is going to come here to be 
President and kill all Protestants, he would smile, such a funny smile too. So 
they would be better off than at Keshina. Just was about to say my office and 
my eyes happened to find St. Agatha when looking for Peter Baptist. I have 


nothing to offer you, but shall say a holy Mass for you on Sunday, which will 
he the late High Mass. Accept it please as a sign of gatitude (rest illegible) 


J.M.J Yuma. March 22,1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 


We do know what to think of the delay of farther (sic) instructions from 
Washington as we had fully expected to find telegram before us when we came from San 
Diego. It will be one week tomorrow that we arrived in Yuma and of course feel anxious. 
If expenses of travelling(sic) did not exite (sic) fear to transgress holy poverty, I would be 
tempted to go to Tucson and await there further instructions. But it costs too much down 
here to travel. Perhaps another day will bring some news. So patience. We are not idle. 
You will see by the clipping from a Yuma paper, how the devil has already tried to kick at 
the prospect of losing his Own. Rev. Father Juan says, he likes to see that. It is a good 
sign. 


We do not like to show ourselves, however, as it might be imprudent to do so, 
before we get possession of the Fort. Should news come tomorrow, we can have the 
Sisters here by Wednesday and then proceed to the work before us. 


You will see my Dearest Mother, by enclosed letter from M. Valeria how they are 
situated in San Diego. It will be very hard for the sisters there to raise means to defray all 
these expenses. To raise the school they will also be obliged to make some improvements, 
and these with the street expenses will put them in narrow straits. Rev. F. Ubach promised 
me to give a Fair, and the Bp. he says, has ordered him to give the Jubilee Alms to the 
Sisters. Besides, he has some hope of getting portion of a legacy, left for Cath. 
Institutions and good Works by some one in Los Angeles. But as the case is involved in 
some legal difficulty, this hope may fall through. I told Mother Valeria to place it in S. 
Anthony’s hands, she seems to have great confidence in him. 


I suppose you will have a great day on next Thursday the 25th. We shall be with 
you in spirit. Perhaps by that time Our Lady will have helped us to the “Mount of a Good 
Hope.” 


My dear Companion unites with me in much love to you and our kindest sympathy 
to dear M. St. John on the death of her dear Rev. Brother, whom I have never forgotten. 
Much love to Sr. Asst. M. Ephum (sic) and c. but specially to our dear Jubilarian, Sr. 
Protais. Enclosed memento is for her. 


Ever 
Your faithfully in Xt. 
Sr. M. Julia 


Please tell F. Bernardine my best respect. We stopped at San Bernadino for a day on 
coming here, saw there an ancient picture of San Bernadino, unfolding his standard of the 
sacred Name of Jesus. Could I have obtained it, would have sent it to him. 


i 
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J.M.J. Yuma, March 28th 1886 ” 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 

Your precious missive reached your 2 little pil grims on last Saturday morning. A 
thousand thanks for the same! We are truly sorry to know that you have so many sick 
Sisters, hope they are now all in the way of improvement. Our dear, good Father Saint 
Joseph is putting our virtue to trial. I trust He will find all his children patient and resigned 
to God’s holy will. 

We are still guest of Mrs. Rodonda (sic) and family. They are all doing their best to 
make us feel at home. I believe | told you in my last letter of the 25th-26th inst. all about 
cause of delay. Well, papers have now been returned to Washington all signed as directed 
by Rev. Father Stephan and we may hope that ere the month of our Blessed Father St. 
Joseph draws to a close, we shall hear or receive final orders to take possession of the 
school on “Mount Hope”. 

The soldiers have not been there for the last 2 or 3 years; but some Presbyterian 
ladies had taken up their abode there to take charge of the school. They had only about 25 
children, most of them half-breeds. Pasqual would not permit his Indians to go there for 
fear of becoming bad, as he said. 

The man who put that little article in the paper which I sent you, has injured himself 
very much with the people of this place and the poor Indians who come to see us every day 
and ask how soon will the Sisters go over to them. The Mexicans tell us that the Indians are 
all delighted that the Sisters should come to live among them. They (the Indians) say that 
now they shall surely get the “Santa Claus” that the government will send them, because 
they know for certain that the Sisters would not keep it from them as those “ ica 
Mugeras” have done. Pasqual has told the Indians that they must all send their little ones 
to the Sisters - “they will learn more easily, because their heads are yet tender”. As for the 
big boys and girls he fears their heads are already too hard to learn. Then, one of the Chiefs 
(under Pasqual) told us that he hoped the Sisters would not make them (the big Indians) cut 
off their long hair of which they are very proud, and in which they fancy their strength 
consists. With the simplicity of a child, he told us, that if their hair were cut, they could not 
run any more. They really look very graceful with their long hair. Of all the Indian tribes I 
have ever seen, ( and I think I have seen a good many in the East, North and West and all 
around these parts) the Yumas are the noblest and most graceful type. The more we see of 
them, the more we feel inclined to like them. 

I think we shall be able to find all desirable help roomed here. There is an employee 
at the prison, a Mexican, an excellent man, who speaks Yuma as well as Spanish, and 
English. Mrs. Rondonda (sic) thinks he would be very good for an overseer or director of 
work with the boys; his wife and child live in Yuma. Then, another young man, a nephew of 
this lady offered himself to any position the Sisters may have to offer. It was his great- 
grandfather who as a lad, was taken captive by the Indians at the time of the Massacre of the 
Missionary at the old Mission of San Dyonisio, about 10 or 12 miles from the Fort. The 
Hill, where the penitentiary stands on, was anciently called “Mount Concepcion”. or Mount 
of the Immaculate Conception. 

By the way, we paid a visit to the prison and saw poor Mr. Monroe. He looked 
badly, but says he has enjoyed better health since he is in Yuma. The poor man looked very 
sad. Shall go to see him again, shortly. 

Both M. Ambrosia and myself have been a little sick since we came here. The 
climate is agreeable enough, but I think the entire change of food is so great, that we both 
felt the effects thereof. Being guests of the family we have to accommodate ourselves. 

Thanks to dear Sr. Justine’s kind providence, | had a little medicine which did both 
of us good, but it made us very sick. I was so afraid that both of us would be laid up last 
week. Thank God, we feel somewhat better, and the hope of soon returning once more to 
our element, sustains us under passing infirmities. 


I regret, that my forgetfulness caused me to omit mentioning that the third Sister 
would be Sr. Leontina. Her health is in such a condition, that a change of climate may be 
very beneficial in her case. And poor Sr. Aniceta is most anxious to do something yet for 
the Indians. She thinks she could wash and comb them, if nothing else. She suffers very 
much in San Diego from the damp atmosphere. What would you think of her coming here, 
my Dearest Mother? Rev. F. Chaucot is very kind and most anxious to get the Sisters 
again. The poor little Mexicans have not gone to school since the Sisters left. Father 
teaches some of the boys and one of the Sisters’ girls teaches some little girls. But, all that 
is thus taught, is simply reading. Father, however, rings the bell every morning at 10:30 for 
a general catechism, at which all the children old enough for school, are expected to assist. 
If 2 Sisters could be sent later on for the School, the Indians could easily bring them across 
every moming in a boat. 

Did Bp. Mora send his permission for keeping the B. S. in the House with the 
Chapelain (sic). Rev. F. Ubach told me, that Bp. Mora had written to you concerning the 
affair. Please let me know as soon as possible. 

One month today since we left home - How quickly everything passes! Please 
remember me kindly to dear Sr. Assistant. I trust she will soon get well again. Fond love 
also to dear M. St. John and Sr. M. Protais, M. Adele and all who may inquire.for us. | 
suppose the new arrivals in Tucson are now resting themselves. Adieu, Dearest Mother! A 
few days more and we hope to be established on “Mount Hope” with our dear Indians. 
By the way, they come nearly every day and besides inquiring how soon -- they want to get 
some medals - We should feel so glad to have some to give; they express by signs, what 
they want to do with them - Hang them round their neck. My Dearest Mother! Here is a 
rich harvest of souls. May St. Joseph’s daughters prove themselves worthy. 

M. Valeria writes that the people of San Diego at the urgent request of F. Ubach are 
making efforts to get up a fair for the Sisters. 


+ 
J.M.J. Yuma, April 5th 1886 
Dearest Reverend Mother: 


Waiting still for our orders from Headquarters -- Our delay becomes day by day 
more painful, as our poor Yumas come every day to see us and tell us how anxious they 
are for our coming and how glad they shall be to send us their children. Besides a great 
number of them are sick and have nothing to eat. Some say they don’t care whether they 
live or die, as they have nothing to eat. My heart aches for those poor precious souls. May 
our Lord hasten our final instructions from Washington, which ought by all means reach us 
today! (page is missing) growing out of our long delay, and are naturally consequent 
upon it. 

Yesterday an old Indian, who faithfully comes to see us, came with a large Wild 
Cat skin; as we happened to be in the parlor with some visitors, he stood at the parlor door 
and beckoned to me to come out to him. He wanted to know if I liked to have that. I told 
him, yes. You should have seen his joy when I accepted it. He is the same whom we had 
asked to take us to Pasqual’s Rancheria. But, as his clothing was not decent as he thought 
would befit the guide of the Srs., he excused himself. We told him we would not mind - 
he said he would not like to disgrace us, but had no better. So he went ahead of us and 
always kept at a respectful distance. Indian, as he is, he is such a polite and gentle old 
man. He has been here twice already this moming, to know how soon we would go over 
to them. 

How sad about that trouble in East St. Louis! God grant it may stop there. I trust 
you have more favorable weather by this time. Here we have had a few sandstorms of late: 
otherwise the weather has been beautiful. Mrs. Retonda (sic) will soon have any quantity 
of fresh figs. The grapes are in most luxuriant bloom as also the Orange, Lemon and 
Pommegranate (sic) trees. She has a lovely garden. 

As soon as we go the Fort, I shall write you. In the meantime we shall pray and 
hope. We shall not lack work. Mother Ambrosia can now study all her papers containing 
directions for the careful discharge of her duties. She is at present writing to Washington, 
and is taking great pains to do it well. I got the first list of words from a Yuma-Amenrican. 
In reading it over to some Indians, they gave me a much clearer pronunciation. They 
seemed much pleased to see us take pains with their language. I had a few medals of St. 
Joseph which I was happy to have to give as they had come purposely to ask por ma 
Medaille. But now my stack is nearly exhausted. Yet each day brings new applicants for 
the Medal. You should see those poor creatures how proud they are of their Medal! Rev. 
F. Chaucot says they are sure to wear their medal where he can see it. Poor Father! he 
takes as much interest in the work as if it were his. He is truly good. My dear Compn. 
unites with me in sending much love and best wishes to our dear Rev. Mother and Sisters 
at the Mother House and Nazareth. None are forgotten. Mother Valeria had them (the 
papers) promptly signed, and returned to Washington on the 27th ult. I sent Father 
Stephan a telegram on last Monday, the 29th ult. to advise him of dispatch of Documents, 
and asked him to hasten final instructions as we had been waiting here for sometime. 
Thus, we live in hopes of hearing from him today. | shall sent you a telegram as soon as 
we shall have received our message; for I know you must feel as anxious as ourselves. 
We shall have good reason to call the little mount on which the Fort is located “Mount of 
Good Hope” or in Spanish “El Monte de buena Esperanza”, for acts of hope and 
confidence have been greatly multiplied. 

I have been trying my skill at 2 languages since I came to Yuma, but fear I have not 
yet made much progress. Defect of memory is the cause. I am getting old. I find it, 
however, quite easy to understand the sermons in Spanish, of which we have three every 
week, and as we hear nothing but Spanish we are, so to say, forced to learn it. If I stayed 
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here a few weeks more, I might master it. I have been busy this past week at a little 
vocabulary in the Yuma tongue. The Indians that come to visit us are our teachers. 

I shall sent the letter to Rev. F. Adams today and ask permission for the Chapel and 
BI. Sacrament as also faculties for Chaplain and Confessor for F. Chaucot, as Rt. Rev. 
Bp. Bourgade advised. 


As ever your grateful ch. in the S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


Rev. F. Chaucot sends best respects, so does dear Mrs. Rodonda (sic) and her amiable 
family. 


J.M.J St. Joseph’s Room at Yuma 
April 10th ’86 


Rev. Mother Agatha, Sup. Genl 


Dearest Mother: 
Your highly prized letter was handed to me yesterday morning, just as we came from 
Mass; and as we had purposed visiting the “Fort” to find out what could be done fora 
beginning, we stopped at the telegraph office on the way, to send you the dispatch which 
must have apprised you of the receipt of the long looked for message from Washington. 
The message was worded thus: To Mary O’Neil, Yuma, Aniz. “Your Bond 
approved -- Instructions have been sent to the Agt. of the Colorado Agency to transfer the 
School to you.” ac Atkins, Comr. 
We shall have to await written instructions from Washington. Mr. Rodonda (sic) 
says that the Agent will probably come down from Colorado by the next Boat trip and make 
his transfer in person. As matters now stand, we cannot do much until the lady in 
possession of the Fort has taken her departure: nor can we send for the other Sisters until 
we can lodge them on “Mount Hope”. 
You remember, my Dear Mother, what a bleak desert the town of Yuma presents to 
view; yet my dear companion says there are many improvements. All the Americans and 
better class families of Mexicans have lovely gardens all the year around. The R.R. Co. 
furnishes the water for irrigation and those who can afford to pay, find-no difficulty in 
making a little terestrial (sic) paradise around them. The soil here is exceedingly fertile, the 
weather delightful during the day and nights are cool -- only from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. it is 
somewhat uncomfortably hot. Though the adobe houses are cool yet, and if you stay within 
doors during these hours, you can easily stand the heat. I wish we could send you some of 
our sunshine and fair weather. We have now been here nearly 4 weeks, and have had only 2 
cloudy days during this time: although we have had 2 or 3 sandstorms. 
I don’t know whether you visited the Fort during your visit to Yuma. The view from 
it is just magnificent. The Sisters will have an eye on the whole Indian Reservation which 
stretches along the Colorado for 20 miles and is said to be 4 miles wide. They can see the 
confluence of the Colorado and the Gila Rivers back of the Hill on which the Fort is built. 
The contrast between the view of the town and that from the Fort on the lovely Valley 
beneath, is very striking. I cannot help thinking that the Sisters going there, will be pleased. 
apart from the pleasure which the thought or hope of their probable success in their mission 
may afford them. 
But now to the Buildings destined for the future habitation of your daughters. 
There is certainly a great deal of wreck and ruin. Yet some are ina tolerably good state of 
preservation. They have been well constructed and several of them have also been well 
finished-off in casings, ceilings and flooring. There will be great work till everything can be 
put in proper shape. There is one separate Building occupied at present by the lady teacher 
and her assts. It has 8 fine rooms and stands in front of and in view of all the other 
buildings around forming as it were, a center and yet is at a sufficient distance from the rest. 
We thought our Lord’s Providence had designed this home for a little Cloister for St. 
Joseph’s daughters. From this place they can have a full view of the group of Buildings 
constituting the Fort, the beautiful Valley of the Colorado and Gila rivers, the entire town of 
Yuma with Hills beyond, the Sister Hill of the Conception, where the terratorial (sic) prison 
now stands, and the Mountains up the Colorado of which the two Castledomes stand out the 
most prominent. Viewing them from the Fort you would really believe them to be some 
ancient Castles you read about in some storybook of old. 

As we took our “Road to the Fort” yesterday, we met quite a number of Yumas on 
their way to town. They were all smiles, for they thought we were going over to stay; so 
they felt rather disappointed on our disabusing them of their conjectures. Good Father 
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Chaucot was with us, as he was bent on selecting the room for the Chapel. As soon as we 
crossed the Colorado (which for the present is rather hazardous for such that are easily 
dazed, for the bridge is not completed), we were heartily greeted by a Jackass standing at 
the foot of the Hil] or Mount Hope. You should have seen Father Chaucot enjoy the salute 
thus given. We all enjoyed it and took it for a good omen, since it was this animal that was 
singularly favored in carrying our Lord and his Blessed Mother. Padre Juan says, poor 
Jack gave us the first salute and the heartiest welcome to our new scene of labor. that we had 
reason to be well contented. 

The visits from our good Indians continue, so much so, that I was afraid they were 
becoming troublesome to our very kind hostess and her amiable family. But she assured us 
to the contrary, and says that their apparent-joy and contentment at the Sisters’ coming 
among them, is a subject of great comfort to herself. Besides, she says, the Indians have 
never proved themselves troublesome to her. They never touch anything around nor will 
they permit their children to do so. She can leave cupboards open and eatables and clothing 
exposed to view while going downtown or the church with no one but those poor creatures 
around, and she has never yet found a single thing missing. They say that Chief Pasqual 
has trained his people to hate three things -- drinking, lying and stealing, and one found 
guilty in any one of these points is chastised by a sound thrashing from Pasqual himself. 

The Indians all promise us their assistance as soon as we go to the Fort. They say 
they can wash and scrub and cut firewood and till a garden. Mother Ambrosia is just after 
washing out some linens -- a poor Indian Squaw came in with her husband who was 
anxious to see the Sisters -- She told Sister, “Never mind, when you go to the Fort, you 
must not wash any more; we Indians will do all the washing for the Sisters.” 

I send you by same mail some photos of our good Yumas. But I could not procure 
one of Pasqual, dressed as we saw him in his camp. Whenever he comes to town, he 
dresses as a gentleman. He looks much better than his portrait represents him. He seemed 
to me to measure about 6 feet 8-10 inches tall and he looked very venerable in his silvery 
grey hair. Their hair which forms their chief omament does not show off to advantage in 
these pictures. Their painting disfigures them and changes in great measure the favorable 
expression of their countenance. They first paint their faces a deep scarlet, then they draw 
perpendicular lines of blue and black or else green; a few that they finish by setting all off 
by some big specks of white paint, either in round dots or filigree work. By this time, they 
look horrid enough. Yet, with all their painting you feel the absence of any degree of 
fierceness of temper, or disposition. They all present a certain mild and intelligent look with 
enough daring to shrink from no hardship or danger of any kind. They burn their dead. A 
young man died last week -- he was burned. We expressed our regret -- An old Indian that 
comes to see us every day and who brought us the news, said, “Well, you see - not 
baptized - Had to be bumed. Baptized, not burnt. Me want be baptized -- me do not want 
be burnt. Me pray be a Christian soon --me do not work Sunday”. We are going to see 
Pasqual on Monday, D.V. He sent us word several times to please come soon. The 
Messenger, one of his relatives, said, “Indians all like you, Enchen -egnul (Sisters). 

Pasqual likes you and wants come soon. Pasqual say to Yumas: You send children to 
Sisters, they sent them. And Pasqual say, no send them -- no come. But Pasqual say, send 
them -- all come, all nght. Enchen-egnul, (sisters) come soon - come soon. Adios!” 

So you see, my Dearest Mother, I have given you a good many little items of our 
new Mission, setting forth some traits in the Yuma character, which I trust will be pleasing 
to you. Now. in regard to San Diego, | think your proposition might be put into effect to 
the great advantage of the Sisters. They could easily get $10,000 and I think even more 
perhaps for half of the grounds. If they keep the whole Block, their expenses for City 
improvements will almost ruin them. And it would be useless to send Sr. Perpetua back to 
San Diego. She is not wanted there by Sisters or Pastor. If the lot were divided between 
north and south -- the dividing line running East and West, it would not bring neighbors too 
close to the Sisters. 
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Mother Gonz. wishes our Ind. Mission were settled. | wish it most heartily myself, 


but patience is necessary. There will now be a great deal of correspondence between Mary 
O’Neil and Officials in Washington. It takes over two weeks to get an answer by letter. 
On reading over your few lines written on back of copy of letter to Very Rev. Father Adam, 
I found, of course, my mistake. Bp. Bourgade knowing of Bp. Mora’s absence from Los 
Angeles, advised me to wnite to Very Rev. Vic.. General for those permissions. So I wrote 
to him after receiving the telegram from Washington. Our good Padre, Juan, will give the 
B. Sacrament as soon as a Chapel is prepared. We can take the Altar from the Convent. 
Trusting that this long letter will find you in good health, M. Ambrosia and myself 
join in sending most respectful filial salutations to our dear Mother and fond love to all the 
dear inmates of the Mother House, while I remain as ever 


Your gratefully devoted child in X, 
Sr. M. Julia 


Kindest remembrance to dear Sr. Assistant, Mother St. John, our dear old Sr. Protais, M. 
Adele, and all who may inquire for this little pilgrim. 
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Yuma, April 15th 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

Though I sent you word last week, that this week would find us at the Fort. yet we 
have not yet been able to get possession. As I apprised you in my last, the telegram 
received on last Thursday morning from Comr. Atkins informed Mdme. O’Neil of the 
approval of her Bonds, and that the Agent under whose care the school had hitherto been 
kept, had just been instructed to transfer School to her, yet we have not as yet heard 
anything from the Agent. 

This morning, however, brought a long letter from Comr. Atkins in which he gives 
various directions and asks us to relieve without delay, Mr. Ashley, Agent of the Col. 
Agency, of the care of the Yuma Indian Boarding School, and says that the office 
had been instructed to hand over everything to Mdme. O’Neil for which she is asked to 
give him (to Agent) a receipt in triplicate. 

Now will commence the great work for us. After receiving the Commissioner's 
communication this morning, we went over to the Fort to see whether any message had 
been received for Agent. The man in charge of Exterior Affairs there, told us that he had 
received letter from (the) Agent, directing him to prepare a place for the steam pump which 
the Gov. was going to send and that he was also required to make an inventory of 
everything at the Fort. We shall probably hear from (the) Agent on next Saturday, the day 
which brings the mail from the Agency, or he may come down himself and make (the) 
transfer in person. 

There is still a good deal of opposition here among the Jews whose money interest 
is at stake. The chief of them has said that the Sisters won't never go there -- that he would 
do all in his power to prevent it. As he is an unscrupulous man, he may attempt some harm 
through some willing instrument. Please have some prayers said, my Dearest Mother, that 
the Devil’s plans be put to naught here. 

We met old Pasqual at the Fort this morning -- As soon as he saw us, he sent a 
messenger for his Interpreter who was on the spot in a little while -- We had then a long 
conversation with him, in which he told us all about the troubles and grievances of his 
people. He wanted to know who sent us and what we came to do for them -- After we 
told him, he said that though an old man (he is not only 84 as we had been told, but over a 
hundred years old) he would do his part toward us. That if we came to do them good, he 
would be good to us and would also teach his people to be good to us. That hitherto many 
fine promises had been made to him and his people by persons sent by the government, but 
they were never carried out, that they would like to see proofs -- They have been so often 
disappointed. 

O Mother! You should have seen that old man when he made his speech. He 
seems so good and so wise. How I long to see him a christian (sic)! The Srs. must try to 
win him. Afterwards he asked this Mexican gentleman at the Fort what he thought of the 
Sisters. He watched us all the time of our stay there. I would give anything to be able to 
speak to him. On leaving, he shook hands with us, and promised that he would do all he 
could for us. 

My Dearest Rev. Mother, I would be very thankful for a little book called “The life 
of the Glorious St. Joseph” according to Ven. Mary of Agreda. There is a little sketch of 
her life added to it. 

I hope all are well at home. By the time this reaches you, you will prepare for the 
Solemnity of Holy Week. Please remember then your two pilgrims in the Desert of Yuma 

and pray for them. They will not forget you in the devotional little Adoba(sic) Church. 
One month tomorrow that we have come to Yuma. As we did not bring any of the Mission 
Clothes with us, we have been somewhat straitened. especially as we cannot help ourselves 
by washing much. I brought a few of our linens with me which are now almost worn out, 


my companions helping me to wear them. I would feel very grateful if Mother St. John 
could sent me a few changes of those she knows will fit me -- also a few handkerchiefs, if 
convenient. We were not prepared for so long a delay and did not like to bring any luggage 
before being sure of the Fort. 

With best wishes to your dear self and all the dear inmates of the Mother House 
from myself and companion whose virtues daily greatly edify me, I remain as ever in most 
loving and dutiful affection 


Your child in Xo 
Sr. M Julia 


Dearest Rev. Mother, if you can find time to write a few lines to Mother Ambrosia, 
it (will) do her ever so much good -- She says this delay has taken all the good out of her. 
I am so sorry for her. I think a few lines from you would buoy her up ever so much. 


Monday, April 19, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

Just after finishing the enclosed of yesterday, | received one from Mother Gonzaga. 
She feels very badly about the word she received from Sr. Assistant concerning the money 
formerly promised them. As the contract had been made, they have to go on with it. She 
asked me to beg of you, if it were possible, to procure it for them. They would be willing, if 
necessary, to pay a slighter higher rate of interest. But, as she has written you herself, she 
no doubt mentioned this. She also sent me the enclosed, from the Stray Sheep to Sr. 
Vincent. The latter, of course, never saw it. How blinded we can become, when our Lord 
does not keep us. But we owe special gratitude to good Bp. Bourgade for the way in which 
he fixed her, so that she felt herself obliged to leave Tucson. He wisely hushed the whole 
affair, so that it was soon forgotten. May our Lord be praised for thus saving us from 
scandal! 

Rev. Father Chaucot thinks we may have to wait for the Agent till Easter. Well, if 
so, we shall finish our Lent in the Desert of Yuma with our Lord in the little Adoba (sic) 
Church and hope thereby to largely participate in the graces He obtained for His Elect 
during the 40 days He spent in the wilderness. Then, nothing will be lost, and everything 
gained by our waiting here. 

Besides, we are already perceiving, that Providence is working events most 
admirably in our favor. The opposition against us -- the party heading the same, the public 
mind forming itself entirely in our favor, owing to this manifest enemity (sic) of good -- the 
great desire the Indians evince for the Sisters’ coming all these are of such an apostolate! 
To be sure it will not be without the cost of sacrifices; but the precious souls redeemed by 
our Jesus’ saving Blood are well worth the cost, and it would be a great pity to see this 
noble-looking people perish. Rev. F. Chaucot thinks he can say Mass at the Fort every 
Sunday morning and once or twice during the week. He will give the Sisters as much care 
as he can, if only they will teach in his School again. He seems to be a true priest. 

If you were (not) with us, Dearest Mother, on our Father’s feast, we were none the 
less with you at the Mother House. I would fancy that all the sick have made Sister 
Assistant sick. No doubt, they gave her much to do and perhaps she over worked herself. 
Hope she will soon get well again for our Mother’s sake. 

I think there will likely be an amount of correspondence with Government officials 
at the opening of the School. I shall try to do my best to initiate M. Ambrosia. She is very 
timid. I made her wnite already and hope she will become accustomed before | leave. | 
think this delay is providential. Our Lord knows what is for the best. 

Your ch. in S. Heart 
Sr. Julia 


May you, my Dearest Mother, and all your daughters at home, spend a pleasant, 
joytul Easter is the fond wish and fervent prayer of 


Yours faithfully devoted in the S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


Am glad you were pleased with San Diego Convent. I asked M. Valeria to address 
it tO you. 
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J.M.J. Yuma, Apr. 26.” 86. 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 


As I told you in my last of last week, that most likely we might have to finish our 
Lent here at Mrs. Redondo’s, it has came to pass. We passed Holy Week with our Lord in 
the dear little Adoba (sic) Church of Yuma and celebrated yesterday the Pascal Solemnity. 

This morning, Apr. 26” feast of “Mater Boni Concilii”, brought the Indian Agent 
who is to settle up business with us. He was brought to the house and introduced to us by 
our good Friend, the Jew, who has done his best to prevent the Sisters from going to the 
Fort. The Agent says, he will have all papers ready for signature by next Friday -- so that 
Mary O’Neil can enter into possession on next Saturday, the first of May. Rev. Father 
Chaucot is starting for Tucson toni ght and will bring the Sisters, he says. 

The Agent seems to be a nice man, but I do not like to see him in the company of 
that Jew. I am afraid of some secret plotting. Besides, I perceive from some remarks of 
his, that he has no very feeling heart for the poor Indians, a fact which impressed me very 
unfavorably. 

A great number of the little Yumas are getting sick. I trust the Sisters going will 
make them well. If so, they will have gained their confidence. Pray for us now, Mother 
Dear, that we may not make a misstep; but that every step, every word, and deed of ours 
may, through the powerful intercession of our Lady of Good Counsel be according to the 
Counsels of the Most High and accordingly be blessed by Him for a happy success. 

Some indefinable dread has taken possession of me, lest by some nicendiarism 
those enemies of ours might strive to do us mischief. But we must put our trust in the aid 
of the Most High. His Holy Angels will watch over the interests of those who labor for 
Him, and for the souls purchased by his precious blood. I know you will aid us by your 
holy prayers. Thanks for all those that are being offered for us. 

I should feel grateful to Sister Sacred Heart if she would ask some little musician to 
copy the Litany of the Holy Name and the B. Virgin for the Mission of the Yumas. 

I forget now whether I spoke to you in my last of Mother Celestia’s petition for a 
Music Teacher. M. Gonzaga cannot very well supply one for the present. It would upset 
too much before vacation. I thought, if you should think well of letting Sr. Teresa come, 
you might find one who would be benefited in health by a trip to Prescott -- as a companion 
for the former. 

Mother Gonzaga is ready to send Sr. St. Louis to San Diego. By employing the 
little novice, she can manage to get along without her. 

Should you send anyone, Dearest Mother, I would feel grateful if you would send a 
doll for a little girl of the house here, and there is already a little Baby boy. This family 
have been very kind to us and given up some of their best comforts to serve us. I had 
thought proper to offer them some remuneration, but don’t know whether they will accept 
any money. We shall always have reason to be grateful to them. We have been staying 
with them nearly six weeks -- rather 6 weeks tomorrow. 

Hope all are well at home, my Dearest Mother -- Much love to dear Ma Soeur 


Protais Sr. Asst. Mother St. John, and all who may inquire for us. With grateful love as 
ever 


Your devoted ch. in S.H. 
Sr. M. Julia 


J.M.J. 
Fort Yuma Indian School 
May 3rd, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother, 


At last your children are located at the Fort and, what is best of all. they are the 
children of “holy poverty”. Government does not supply furniture nor rations to the 
employees of these schools. They have to supply themselves. 


It was well you gave us a little money before leaving. St. Agatha’s gift went to pay 
for the most necessary furniture. Sisters are as yet sleeping on borrowed beds -- cots 
without mattress or pillow. Everything here is enormously dear, both dry goods and 
groceries. We shall be obliged to take something on credit. On my way to San Francisco, 
I shall try to find out at Los Angeles at what rate provisions could be gotten there. Both 
fruit and other supplies are cheaper in California, but the freightage is high. 


As I told you in my letter of last Monday, the Agent from the Colorado River 
Agency had come for the purpose of transferring the school to us. It took him the entire 
week to make his settlement and prepare papers for the signature. He proved himself a real 
gentleman, and when the Americans here now saw how much he made of the Sisters, all 
their prejudice melted away; sure as they felt before that the Sisters would never take this 
school, they all seem satisfied and speak in favor of them. Here is a true picture of the 
world: Today for you and tomorrow against you, and vice versa. 


The Indians all have been summoned to meet their great Chief. He has made 3 
speeches to them, one on Saturday, the day of our taking possession, one yesterday, and 
the other this morning. The last he made in the grand courtyard of the Fort in presence of 
the Sisters. The Yumas all kept gathering from early morning; at about ten, Pasqual sent 
word to the Sisters that he would like to have them present. They went out among them 
and | assure you that were mustered well by all the Braves of the Yuma nation. Pasqual’s 
interpreter, a Mojave (Mohavy) Indian seems to have taken a great liking to the Sisters. He 
speaks Yuma, Spanish and English well and is much liked by the old man. We have great 
hopes of seeing him a Christian before long. 


The Indians are working hard today to get the room cleaned which has been 
selected for a chapel. Father Chaucot would have been pleased to say Mass there on the Ist 


of May, but we could do nothing while Agent and Lady teacher were here. We hope to 


have the first Mass there on the Sth (next Wednesday). 


I did not find an altar cloth in the trunk, nor can we procure any linen in Yuma to 
make one. As we have no money, we shall have to beg one for the love of our Lord. If I 
had about 5 yards of nice linen, we could make one. I begged one from Father Chaucot for 
a beginning. 


Well, dearest Mother, I scarcely know what to say more today, except that your 
daughters are all very busy to arrange the palace of their Spouse, the King, who will 
descend to dwell with us in the Most Holy Sacrament. There are about 10 children in the 
house at present; but some Indian told us that a great number was coming tomorrow. 


We expect to have a time in managing these nude little creatures. Yet, we are going 
to have an Indian policeman whose duty it will be to keep order among the little chaps out 
ot school time, and if they should run away, to go after them and bring them back. He also 
is to sleep with the boys at night. We also engaged a young Indian woman who has 


attached herself to us, since we are here, to stay at night and sleep with the girls. She 
seems a very sensible creature and will, I am sure, render herself very useful. 


You will kindly excuse me, dearest Mother, if I fail to write more today. Having to 
prepare a document for Washington, I shall have to defer giving the rest of all the 
interesting items to another time. Shall write again in a few days. With love and best 
wishes from M. Amb. Sr. Leontine Sr. Alph. and Sr. M. Joseph as also myself, I remain 


Your ch. in Xo. 
Sr. M. Julia 


P.S. Mother Ambrosia sends you a hundred thousand thanks for your precious letter. It 
did her so much good. All the Sisters are in the best of spirits. Many thanks for the linens. 
They came just in time for the arrival of the Sisters. As we could not get trunks right away, 
they would have had no change but for them. 


J.M.J. Our Lady’s and St. Joseph’s Post -- Fort Yuma 
May 10th ’86 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

A thousand thanks for your precious letter and contents. It reached me on 
Saturday. I had greatly desired to write you on Friday -- the First Friday, to appraise you 
of our happiness of having our Lord come to dwell in our midst -- Yes, on the First Friday 
of our Blessed Mother’s month our Heavenly Spouse came for the first time to dwell 
sacramentally on this “Mount of Good Hope”. Rev. Father Chaucot said, he did not 
remember ever to have been called upon to administer to any of the soldiers, when here. 
May our Lord be blessed a thousand times for one spot more on earth where he deigns to 
dwell! ‘ 
I had however great difficulty in finding leisure even today. We are actually 
overwhelmed with work and he is always ready help to us. We have now 51 children and 
more are coming shortly. There are some in the camp sick, but the chief will not yet let 
them come. He thinks they would give the Sisters too much trouble. He told us this 
morning, as soon as well, they would come. 

The Sisters are all very much devoted to the work before them. All feel grateful for 
your kind maternal message and thank you for the nice little Easter cards. We have 
scarcely come so far yet, as to be able to regulate everything as we would desire. It will no 
doubt take another week or two, tell we can see the way clear. Have something new to 
learn each day. Yesterday, Sunday, we had Mass and Benediction in our dear Chapel. | 
wish you could see it. It is in the Building, formerly used as a hospital for Soldiers. It is 
at some little distance from our quarters but it was the best and most convenient and proper 
that could be found. We shall have Mass again tomorrow. Father Chaucot has been very 
kind and obliging in every way. 

The old man is so pleased to see his children so happy. He watches them at play 
and in school, when they make the sign of the Cross and at table; and whenever he has a 
chance he gives them an exhortation to be good and obedient to the Sisters and to give no 
trouble. Now, my Dearest Mother, will you please take this old man as your spiritual son 
and provide him with his suit for Baptism. It would hasten the moment, if I could tell him 
that you interest yourself in him, so as to be specially mindful of him in this respect. | 
enclose his measure. You should have seen him today, while M. Ambrosia and myself 
took his measure -- He was so much pleased. We shall try to teach him his Catechism, but 
will have to make use of his interpreter, whom he has also appointed ours. He gets as 
much as $25 per month from government. Our poor Indians, however, are very good, 
pagan though they are. They seem already attached to the Sisters, and Pasqual comes to 
see us every day. He speaks a little English and Spanish and whenever we meet, we make 
out between the two languages to understand one another. He told me today, he would like 
to be a christian (sic) that it was a very good thing and when I asked him if he would like to 
have a medal, he said yes, very much. So I gave him one of St. Benedict and one of those 
silver ones you sent us, fastened the two on a string to put them around his neck. He 
stooped down just like a child to receive it and was delighted with the gift. All this is really 
wondertul for Pasqual because, he is generally very reserved, has little to say and stands 
on his dignity as Chief which position he has always honored by his virtue and wisdom. 
He desires to be kindly remembered to you, also to dear Mother St. John. 

I have been busy wniting yesterday and today in government documents relating to 
Indian Service. There is indeed a great amount of it just now. There will always be a 
voluminous correspondence. Yet, when once initiated into the business, it will not be so 
difficult, as there will be blanks for everything just to be filled in. Great care has, 
however, to be taken to be very accurate in accounts and Statements. I will be kept busy 
for a few days more on this head. All the various papers require a careful study. We 
reported today the number of our pupils. I am sure they will be both surprised and pleased 
to hear of their rapid increase. 


After a few days, I shall send you a list of all our employes (sic) and their names 
and employments. We have six Indians in employ among them -- Pasqual’s oldest 
daughter. His youngest daughter is in school. She is as wild as a deer. He has besides 
one more daughter and five sons all of them grown. 

With ever so much love, 


Your humble ch. in S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


May our Dearest Lord take care of that dangerous tormentor. He is indeed to be dreaded -- 
Well, our Lord will pay him in his own good time. 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma Indian School 
May 13th, 1886 


My Very Dear Mother St. John: 

Your much-prized letter with Litanies and little images came duly to hand. A 
thousand thanks for your kind thoughtfulness and the many prayers you have the kindness 
to offer for the missionaries of Fort Yuma. No doubt, the many consolations which our 
Lord grants in the midst of all these hardships of the beginning, are owing to the fervent 
supplications of our dear Sisters at the Mother-House. The Sisters chosen for this mission 
are just the right ones for this place -- good, fervent and devoted. They are for the present 
overwhelmed with work. However, after the necessary repairs shall have been made in 
this delapidated (sic) place and things shall have been arranged in proper order, it will be 
much easier. 

I was sorry to hear our dear Rev. Mother was not feeling well; but it is no wonder. 
My prayer for her each day, is that our Lord would strengthen her to carry the heavy 
burden according to his good pleasure. Remember me kindly to her and all the dear 
inmates at the Mother House especially Sr. Assistant, Sr. Ephrem, & M. Teresa. 

I suppose, our dear Rev. Mother has told you, that the first Mass ever celebrated on 
“Mount Hope” took place on the first Friday of the month. On the same day, in the 
evening, the way of the Cross was solemnly erected. To have our Lord with us in the 
midst of a pagan population, is an immense consolation. Yet, pagan as they are, they are 
very good. We now have 52 pupils -- all very docile and respectful to the Sisters. They 
knew nothing of English when we commenced last week; and now, they know by heart, 
how to make the sign of the Cross, the “Our Father”, and the fundamental elements of 
Catechism. They are fond of singing; (though, I assure you, they had never been used to 
anything except wild yells.) Yet they have already learned to sing “O Sanctissima, O 
Purissima!” which together with a hymn in honor of the Sacred Heart, they sing every 
evening at the foot of the “flag staff? which we have entitled “Our Lady’s Post”. This 
serves as our May Devotion. I could not help feeling deeply touched, when last evening, | 
perceived the wonderful progress these pagan children of the forest have already make in 
the knowledge of English in praying, in singing and in gentleness and politeness of 
manners. Two weeks ago they ran wild and nude along the Rio Colorado. Now they are 

modestly dressed, chanting the praises of God and Our Heavenly Mother. It is quite 
amusing to see old men and squaws with their little papauses (sic) running towards the 
school room when the big bell is tolled for Class. They are all anxious to see their little 
ones in rank marching into the school room. After all the children are entered, the grown 
Indians, their fathers and mothers or other relatives,(whomever they are), enter too and sit 
down in the back of the school room as still as mice, watching everything going on. For 
the present we have to suffer it, in order to gain them. We are glad too, to have them 
present for Catechism. When Sister commences that lesson, the Interpereter (sic) is always 
present to translate it into the Yuma Vernacular. Thus some of the older Indians become 
instructed with the pupils. 

Some of our pupils are very interesting, especially two little chaps of 7 years, 
whom the Sisters have named Pat and Michael. They are very talented and very docile and 
good-natured. We have given all of them Christian names, in hopes, that the patrons to 
whose care we confided them may hasten the day, on which they can be made Christians 
and children of the Church. Please pray for the speedy conversion of Pasqual. If he is 
once baptized, all the Indians of the great Yuma nation, the Yuma people, the Yuma 
Apatches (sic), the Mojaves, the Dioguinos (sic), the Kokopas and Maricopas will soon 
follow their Great Chief. We have, at his request, taken in his eldest daughter Mary Hip-pa 
as an employee, and his youngest is a pupil at the School. We have named her Teresa. 
The former is married but has no children. She goes to the Camp every night. She 
washes, irons and sews very nicely. 


I do not yet know when I can leave here. Am waiting to receive more papers and 
instructions from Washington. When I leave here, I shall go to Tucson via Florence -- We 
shall have no Mass here on Sunday -- Our good Father has gone to one of his outside 
missions which he visits twice every year. We had Mass in our Chapel last Sunday and 
Tuesday. It is a very sweet spot. I wish we could have you here, at least for a week or 


two, to fix it up for us. With many affectionate salutations to you and all at home I remain 
in Jesu Corde 


Yours, 
Sr. M. Julia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma Indian School 
May 17, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 


I sent you some photos last Saturday of the Sisters’ Home among the Yumas -- 
hope you have received them. I had wished to write at the same time, but could not find 
leisure. Last Saturday (the 15th inst.) Chief Pasqual came to say, that they had brought a 
sick boy, aged 12, to his hut, who was in a dying condition, he wished to know if the 
sister Dr. could not go to see and, perhaps do something for him. Mother Ambrosia and 
Sr. Alphonse went, but saw that nothing could be done to save the body. So they asked 
Pasqual’s and the parents’ consent to baptize him, which being readily granted, Mother 
Ambrosia poured the regenerating waters (which she had taken care to take with her) over 
his head and called him John. He seemed to know perfectly well what was going on and 
rallied somewhat afterwards. Soon, however, the last agony came on and he went to 
heaven ( on a Saturday) as the first fruits of our Mission to Yuma. Sisters said, that our 
Lady wanted to present her holy Spouse with a gift for his feast day - (Sunday, feast of the 
Patronage), so she culled the flower in the garden of the Yumas -- garden tilled by the 
painstaking and care of his daughters. 

As the poor boy was a relative of Pasqual, all the captains of the nation came to the 
wake -- such a wailing and lamenting I never heard -- (Pasqual’s camp is quite near). 
Towards night they burned his body and the hut in which he died with everything 
belonging to him. The poor boy had been most anxious to go the school. 

We have 59 pupils at present; 46 boys and 13 girls. All of them seem very happy - 
poor children! They enjoy the evenings so much at the foot of our Lady’s post. Many 
older Indians, men and women, come to watch the proceedings, and to hear them sing. All 
the Sisters appear to feel quite at home with their dear Yumas. We are expecting poor Sr. 
Aniceta this week. She was anxious to work for the Indians and she will relieve the other 
Sisters once in awhile in their different charges. Poor Sr. Perpetua took Sr. St. Louis to 
San Diego and will bring Sr. Aniceta with her to Yuma. Then, if all the papers come from 
Washington, as I expect, this week, I intend to leave here for Florence and from there go to 
Tucson. By the time of my return, on my way to Oakland, I might find the “appointment 
of employes” (sic) returned from Washington. After that, M. Ambrosia might get along 
smoothly with the business. 

In compliance with your wishes shall stop at Los Angeles. This reminds me of 
having a letter to write his Lordship, giving him an account of the opening of the Mission, 
in which he is seemingly much interested. M. Celestia (Reilly) begs me to come to 
Prescott, says, she can have a private conveyance at the station on the Atlantic & Pacific, if 
I let her know the day or time of my going there. 

And, now, my dearest Rev. Mother, perhaps I am staying too long -- But, I could 
not well go contrary to providential arrangements. 

I enclose here a list of employees allowed us. To be sure, some of these don’t 
come up yet to the mark; but they are being trained. We are trying to put in as many 
Indians as we can. This too seems to be the Intention of Government, to help them along 
materially -- And really we find them very good and faithful. Ah! Dearest Mother, these 
kind of missions are better for our Sisters than the noise and tumult and 
excitementment(sic) of crowded Cities; they are here less exposed to the dangerous 
temptations of applause and vain glory. 

Saint Joseph sends a thousand thanks for the nice linen you sent us; it came this 
morning. Mother Ambrosia will have to repay the Mother house for all its outlays for this 
Mission. After once getting pay from Washington, she will be able to pay her debts. 

I received a few lines last week from Mother Emiliana (Kinsley). She at first 
thought Arizona would cure her but now she thinks she is getting worse. It may, however, 
by only a passing change, to which persons of her condition are occasionally subjected. 


We have had no Mass since last week. Our Chaplain is away on duty -- He says he 
is very lucky. He belongs to 3 Dioceses, Arizona, Los Angelos (sic) and Mexico; if sent 
away from one, he has still 2 other houses. He is a truly solid, good priest who does not 
spare himself in the discharge of his priestly functions. He will return next Friday, D.V. 

{ hope all at home are well. Affectionate regards to all, and a thousand thanks for 
all the prayers so faithfully offered for us. Truly, I can see the hand of God visibly in all 
the events which have preceded, & accompanied this undertaking; and I assure you, my 
Dearest Mother, it would be an immense consolation for you could you see the child-like 
simplicity and confidence with which our dear Yumas look up to the Sisters. Pasqual tells 
them all to send their children “The Sisters were not like that other woman -- They were 
God’s own women -- they were superior to all others.” 

We put some of those pictures up, that were put in the mission trunk -- Adam and 
Eve in paradise -- their loss by sin and being driven from it -- then those representing the 
whole history of the Redemption. Last Sunday, M. Ambrosia and Sr. Alph. explained 
them by means of an interpreter. They were all very much struck by them and 
occasionally, grown Indians men and women come to ask an explanation. Pasqual too 
asked Mr. Gonzales (his intimate friend) what those pictures signified. We find a great 
drawback to proper instruction in the word of knowledge of the Yuma tongue, or their 
deficiency in English. To this however, time will apply a remedy, and judging from the 
progress our little pupils have already made, they may be able at the close of a few months, 
to know sufficient of this catechism to entitle them to Baptism. In the meantime, if the 
Sisters can succeed in finding one good substitute to baptize all the little ones in danger of 
death, they will be able to send a crowd of little intercessors to heaven. 

M. Ambrosia & each of the Sisters unite with me in sending much love, while I 
remain 

Your ever grateful in S.H. 
Sr. M. Julia 


We have exceedingly hot weather now -- nights however aretolerable. 
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Fort Yuma Indian School 
Wednesday, May 19 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 


I wrote you yesterday, stating that I expected to leave here this week. But, so many 
papers have come from Washington which require careful classification and study, that I 
feel, I cannot yet leave M. Ambrosia alone with them. I may be compelled to stay till 
Sunday 23rd, in order to put everything in proper order. I don’t see how the time passes 
so quickly -- I can never get through work. 


' Heat here is already intense, 109 in the shade. Yet I do not feel it as much as in St. 
Louis, where one loses all energy. The Sisters are all in good spirits. So are our dear 
Yumas. The Boys came this morning to wash up the House for the Sisters. You would be 
amused, to see these wild Chaps of the Forest on their knees, scrubbing the floor, vying 
with one another who will succeed best. 


Sr. Alphonse was asked yesterday to prescribe for a new patient -- the Chief’s 
Horse. She ordered something that she thought would do the animal good, and he was all 
right afterwards. She has quite a reputation already. She cured a young Mojave Indian of 
a complicated form of Enciypclas (sic) and he is telling everybody about it. 


I humbly trust you are not sick, my Dearest Mother. I am daily with you in spirit 
asking our Lord to assist you to carry the heavy Cross He has placed on your Shoulders. 


Would like to write more at length, but have some documents to get ready yet for 
Washington, to send this evening, must, therefore, say good night. Remember me to the 
Dear Holy Martyrs & Our Beloved Lady of La Salette in her dear Chapel. I remain as ever 

Your humble Ch. in Xo 
Sr. M. Julia 


Love to each of the dear Ones at Carondelet & Nazareth. 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma Ind. School 
Yuma, May 25, ’86 


Dearest Reverend Mother, 

Just a few minutes since, your precious letter, dated from Kansas City, was handed 
to me -- Also the grand suite (sic) for Chief Pasqual arrived. He came up a little while 
afterwards and was dressed in it, to let me see him before leaving Yuma. You should have 
seen him, Dearest Reverend Mother, after he had it on! -- how proud and happy he looked. 
He remembered you yet, when he went to see you at the Convent in Yuma. He thanks you 
a thousand times for your kindness and promises to study the christian (sic) religion. The 
occasion afforded us a chance to have quite a lengthy conversation with him concerning 
religion. ‘ 

My Dearest Mother, I believe, I mentioned in my last letter to you, that Sr. St. 
Louis went to San Diego and Sr. Aniceta was to return with Sr. Perpetua to Yuma. They 
came Saturday and the former seems to be quite pleased to stay here, to do something for 
the poor Indians. Sr. Perpetua finds the climate of Yuma too hot. So she is to be my 
traveling companion to Florence, where I am about to go, But now, good Bye for a while 
to Yuma! 


Florence, May 26th ’86 


Arrived here to-day, after a sunny and dusty ride from Casa Grande. M. Emiliana is not as 
well, as I expected to see her. I am afraid she won’t be long for this world. She did nicely 
here, I am told. She and Sisters send much love to you. We expect to leave early Saturday 
A.M. to meet Tucson train at 8, at Becoche Station. Shall write you again from Tucson. 

I hope M. Ambrosia has at last written you that long promised letter. It takes her so 
long to write. You are anxious to know how I am -- Well, I had been able to keep up very 
well until about a week ago -- Have not felt well the whole of this week, but think shall get 
all right just now -- should have started already, but papers are not all here yet from 
Washington. On this account, I thought, (as long as Mother Gonzaga wanted me to go to 
Tucson first) to finish in Tucson & Florence, or rather go to Tucson, via Florence and then 
go on towards the Coast by way of Yuma -- By that time, papers will have all come to hand 
from Headquarters, and enable us to see a little farther before leaving Yuma for good. The 
only thing to console M. Ambrosia now, is the thought that I shall have to stop there on my 
way to Oakland. 

In your last, you expressed a wish that I would sent for M. Gonzaga to accompany 
me to Oakland. She could not have left home just then. 


Fort Yuma, California 
May 26, 1886 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother, 

Your precious letters were received in due time, it is not nesessary (sic) 
for me to say the joy and pleasure they gave the poor Yuma missionary. 

Last Sunday we celebrated dear Mother Julia’s feast, and we were all 
happy to have her in our midst on the occasion. The little Yumas assembled 
in the school hall in the afternoon where we had a treat prepared for them 
too. After singing a few songs prepared for the occasion, they partook of their 
feast and enjoyed it so much and seemed so perfectly happy, that it made us 
feel happy too. When they had finished, Father gave us Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, immediately after Benediction, they sang a decade of the 
rosary. I am sure if you heard those little Pagans you would have wept, it 
was so sad, and at the same time so sweet. 

I like the Indians very very much and would feel perfectly happy only 
for my charge. We have over sixty children in school now, and I heard that 
twenty five more would come in a few days. 

We will not have much time to waiste (sic) if things continue as they 
are at present. We have not heard from Washington lately, and things are so 
unsettled yet. I gave everything in charge to our Blessed Mother. 

It seems that she has a special claim on this mission, as everything of 
importance happens on her feasts. 

Pasqual received his new suit yesterday, and was perfectly delighted 
with it. You would think it was made to order, it fits so well. He said he 
remembered you, and seemed so grateful. He told Mother Julia he thought 
he would live only a year or two, and when he was dying he wanted the 
sisters with him. I think we will not have any trouble in making him a 
Christian, he seems so well disposed. It is owing I am sure, to all those 
fervent prayers offered for that intention 

Dear little Mother Julia left here last night for Florence. I feel so 
lonely, and miss her so much. We spent our Lent together in the desert, and 
had so many adventures I am sure it will be memorable to her, as I assure you 
it will be to me. 

There is no one living in our old convent now. Father is having it 
repaired, and new floors put in. He wants to have it ready for the sisters 
when he gets them It looks very natural, and I am sure Father will 
appreciate the sisters when he gets them again. 

Many thanks dear Mother for those pretty Easter Cards, and box of 
medals. They were just what I wanted. 

With fond love from all here 

I remain 
Very sincerely, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma, California 
June 8, 1886 


Rev. Mother Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached me yesterday morning, and brought along 
with it, the usual happiness. 

I was somewhat surprised at you not receiving my letter as I wrote you 
the (day) after receiving Pasqual’s suit. 

Poor old man was perfectly delighted with it, and had he left his 
measure, it could not have fit any better. 

He has been sick for about two weeks. Today he is feeling a little better. 
He cannot last much longer, he has grown so week and feeble. 

He asked me if he might come up to one of our buildings, so we had 
him brought up and are doing all we can for him. 

I delivered your message to him, he seemed quite pleased and said that 
he remembered you. 

The attendance at school is very good, we have between sixty and 
seventy, and they are coming in daily. 

I often think of you, when they are together during recreation and wish 
you could see them. 

They appear so happy and contented I know it would make you happy 
to see those poor little pagans. They try so hard to please the sisters, if we 
could only speak their language, we would not have much trouble in making 
Christians of them. 

They have the greatest confidence in Sr. Alphonsus as a doctor. Every 
little ache they have, they come to her, to make it known. 

They even have her treat their horses. She will write you a full 
account of her adventures some of those days. 

The sisters are all right well, and all very happy and content, Sr. 
Aniceta is so much better here, and makes herself very useful. 

They all tease me about my large family, and my “rule of life”. I havea 
book which has been sent from Washington containing all the rules 
pertaining to the school. I have to have recourse to it very often, so they tell 
me it is my rule of life. 

I received a large package of papers from Washington this morning, 
which frightened me to look at. 

They are for making estimates for funds, provisions, Clothinging (sic) 
for children, repairing buildings, and Steam pump. 

However, God is very good to me through it all. Mother Julia will be 
here tonight, from Tucson, on her way to Oakland. 

She will remain a few days with us, so that will lighten my burden 
very much for the present. 

I miss her very, very much she is such a dear little soul. I had a very 
good opportunity of knowing her worth during our long sojourn in beautiful 
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J.M.J. Fort Yuma Ind. School 
June 10, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

You see by date, that I am back at Yuma (the hotest (sic) place on God’s Earth).We 
now have 110 outside and 102 in the house. The Yumas don’t mind. They go out in the 
sun to play, and it does not hurt them. 


Well, when I came, I found piles of work before me, which will require my attention 
for a few days longer. I can’t help it. Poor M. Ambrosia would fret herself to death, if I 
left her in her present perplexities. 


I received your last dear letter last Monday at Tucson, just after I had sent the one 
from San Xavier. A thousand thanks, Dearest Mother, for your kind indulgence to your 
unworthy child. I don’t know how poor M. Celestia will take my treatment of Prescott, as 
she must surely expect me, yet, obedience is better for me, than Sacrifice. 


Mother Gonzaga has gone on to San Diego with Sister Hyacinthe. Father 
Francisco having come back from France, it was thought well, to have the latter removed 
from Tucson. Besides, they needed a Spanish Teacher at San Diego. 


M. Gonzaga was to meet me at Los Angelos (sic), according to appointment and 
thence we shall go on to San Francisco. As to resting in any place, I do not think our Lord 
will permit it -- Have not yet been able to take any rest in the proper sense of the word; 
though I have been out here over 3 months. Yet, what better rest than to seek repose in 
God’s holy will, and providential care of me. 


I shall write you again in a few days, after the thickest work is done. May then be 
able to tell you the day of my intended departure from this place -- Am glad you design 
Jubilee Alms for our poor Yumas -- Will let you know what is needed. 


Your ch. in S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma, June 17 . 86 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 


You see by date, I am still in Yuma -- Am sorry to be thus delayed. 
Have just been as busy as can be, since my return and having been troubled by headaches, 
I have been obliged to manage myself. I feel better today, thanks be to God. The 
correspondence with Washington will be voluminous and will keep one busy all the time. 
For the present Sr. Aniceta will be a help; but how long will it last? She is better however, 
than in San Diego, tries real hard to keep up. 


It is such a blessing that the Sisters are all so devoted to the work 
before them. It is truly great and assumes daily greater proportions. M. Ambrosia and 
myself saw Chief Pasqual -- You should have heard his speech! I fancy you would have 
been as deeply touched as ourselves. I shall give you its purport in a few words. He told 
us a great many of his people are actually starving and that it would take some time yet till 
they could plant anything. That during the past he had declined at different times offers of 
help from the government because he wanted his Indians to gain their daily bread by work; 
but for some time past they could find no work neither could they plant on account of the 
Colorado’s overflow -- That during the past he has kept his children from school, even, 
when urged to send them, because he had no confidence in the teachers employed here; and 
besides he feared the influence of the whites upon his children; but now as the Sisters had 
come to live in their midst, and that they belonged entirely to God, would take care of the 
Yumas for God’s sake and would study their interests like their own; he felt entire 
confidence in them and had urged his people to send all his children to them, that they (the 
Sisters) might do with them as they pleased. He not only gave his children entirely up the 
their care very willingly but himself and his people likewise, as far as depended on him; 
that the Sisters must look on the poor Yumas as their own, and teach them to do right -- 
That he came to make his and his peoples’ wants known to us, that perhaps we could 
obtain some help for them from Washington -- That he was not going to ask anything from 
Washington, but that he would gratefully accept whatever the Sisters would obtain for him 
and his people. 


You may imagine our feelings Dearest Mother after listening to this 
appeal. I thought of your kind and charitable offer of the Jubilee Alms, and the poor 
starving Yumas, examples of whom I have witnessed with my own eyes. Even yesterday 
a fine noble lad was brought to us apparently dying from sheer starvation -- He had all the 
appearance of a dying person, so that we feared he would drop off without baptism. So as 
he understood Spanish, Sr. M Joseph instructed him and I baptized him Anthony at the 
request of the Sisters. He did not die, however, and is much better today and wants to stay 
at school. His sister is with us already. I must tell you now what I took on myself to do. 
To wait till we could hear from Washington would not save the poor Yumas; so I calculated 
on $50 Jubilee Alms and both of us thought it could not be applied to a better purpose than 
to aid these poor creatures to keep from starvation for at least a couple of weeks. I had the 
money with me and handed it to Pasqual in your name, telling him it was not from 
Washington but the Mother of all the Sisters who, anxious to promote this welfare was 
glad to have something to keep them until they could obtain aid from the government. I 
could never describe to you how grateful he felt for your gift and he begged me to thank 
you a thousand times in his name. He is not ready for baptism -- He thinks it is such a 
great matter of importance, that it requires study and time to prepare for it. The time 
however, is not far off, I think. 


Do you know what I have found out today, my Dearest Mother? 
That the Church and Monastery of the ancient Missionary Fathers that were killed by the 
Yumas, stood on this very Mount? A gentleman, and old resident of Yuma for years, had 
it from the lips of and an account kept by the first white settlers here. He told us where to 
look for the spot. It was here, not in the Presidio of T. Dionisia, that the Fathers were 
killed by the Yumas. The Sisters felt much moved on hearing this news. The ruins may 
still be recognized behind the guard house of the Military. How wonderful are the ways of 
God! The fathers of the ancient Mission called “Immaculata Concepcion”, shed their blood 
on this very spot, where our Sisters are laboring for the children of those people that killed 
them over 100 years ago. Now that blood is becoming fruitful. Two souls already gained 
for God. 


The Yumas have no distinct idea of God, nor of any future 
existence. When they die, everything that belonged to them is packed with their bodies and 
burned. Pasqual, however, does not want to be burned. He is now living at the Fort. His 
Rancheria is under water. I intend leaving here on next Monday night and meet M. 
Gonzaga at Los Angeles. The Bishop who answered my last letter to him, desired us to 
call soon, as he intends leaving home on the 29th inst. for Europe. There is a young lady 
in Tucson, who is anxious to go to Carondelet Academy -- She is of Irish-American 
parentage who live on the other side toward El Paso. The Bishop who is her Director was 
trying to obtain her Father’s Consent for her to go. She may be ready by the beginning of 
July and would like to be accompanied. If you have no objection, my Dearest Mother, 
Could not Sister Perpetua be permitted to go with her, at least, as far as Kansas City. I 
dislike to bring up her name again; but really, there are reasons which would render her 
removal necessary. She has not asked it herself, fearing no doubt, she will make herself 
unhappy by it. But she is very unhappy in Arizona, where they would have the Charity to 
bear with her; and in Cal. she is not wanted, neither by Priests, nor Sisters. I thought, if 
you had no objection, I would let her go with this young lady from El Paso and I would go 
with the Postulant for Oakland by the Upper Road. I could not, of course, enter into all the 
details which would render a move for Sr. Perpetua opportune and advisable, not to say 
absolutely necessary. I am really afraid of her mind if she is not moved. If you object to 
her going with that young lady, please, send me word immediately to Oakland. 


Mother Ambrosia and Sisters all unite in sending much love to 
yourself and all the inmates of the Mother House -- Fond love to dear M. St. John, Sr. 
Asst., M. Adele, and Sr. Teresa and all inquiring for one. Best respects to the Rev. 
Fathers. 


. Your ch. in the S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 
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J.M.J. 
Fort Yuma Cal. 
June 18, 1886 


My Dearest Mother 

I should long e’er (sic) this have complied with your desire of writing you an 
account of the cures and confidence the poor Indian has in the Dr. Sister, but just as so as I 
begin something unforseen (sic) always takes place either a mashed finger or ear or nose or 
as the case may be. 

22nd. You can see by heading that this letter was began (sic) four days ago, and 
this is the first moment I could take owing to press of business. (T)here are about twenty 
patients to see every day, but only one in a dying condition with dysentery, poor fellow 
came on the 18th and we looked for him to die ‘that night, he was baptized by our dear 
mother Julia, but though still living and may possibly recover, I do not dare to hope. Still 
we are praying very fervently if it is for the greater glory of God he will be pleased to 
restore him, he is a great favorite with all the Indians. They are so anxious for him to get 
well. If he should it is that much more confidence in the Srs. Really Dearest Mother I could 
write you pages of our wonderful cures, that the hand of God is so plain, in all of them -- it 
would be a meditation for to think of the wonderful ways of God. I shall tell you one or 
two, for I know M. Julia will tell you all. One poor man came one evening with his eyes in 
terrible condition, he had been cutting brushwood and it struck him in the eye, he came 
miles in intense pain and after three days he was quite well. I felt as grateful to God an he 
was thankful to me and so every day brings up something new. I have two other eye 
case(s) Sisters, everyone both Man and beast is cured by those wonderful Sisters. Their 
Medicine Men can’t come up to us. Our dear Mother Julia left us last night and you can 
immagine (sic) how we feel without her, the house to day seems like somebody is dead. 
all look lonely. We miss her so much, even the children seem to feel her loss, she surlly 
(sic) left a void that will not be filled until you come. She was quite amused yesterday with 
a little incident a poor mother brought a very sick child to the Dr. both in their original 
dress. As they came ten miles they had to wait for the cool evening to go home. The child 
went to sleep and our dear M. Ambrosia dressed the poor Mother in Mother Hubbard 
wrapper and apron. She was pleased as also her husband. She did not know how to sit 
down at first but after a few attempts she succeeded but when the child woke up and the 
Mother went to take her the poor little thing nearly went in a spasm and the more she tried 
to make herself known the worse the child got, until finally the poor Mother was obliged to 
appear in her original costume before the child could be satisfied. We have every 
opportunity of doing all the corporal works of Mercy -- clothing the naked, feeding the 
hungry and caring for the sick, etc. 

It is very warm today we all feel the heat so much. M. Julia will tell you how much 
attached we are to the poor Indians. Mother Ambrosia is leaning Yuma very fast -- she 
and Sr. Leontine will soon understand what they say. Please dear Mother excuse this I am 
in such a hurry so many waiting and they have so far so go. I heard from Margaret lately 
she sends best regards to her dear Father and Mother and to assure them she was just in her 
element. 

God bless you dear Mother and begging a remembrance in your (prayers) 

Your devoted Child 
Sr Alphonsa 


Fort Yuma, California 
June 26, 1886 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached me a few days ago, and found us all well 
and busy working for the poor Yumas. The weather has been extremely hot, 
unusually so for this time of the year. Still we all keep pretty well thanks to 
our dear Lord. Doubtless it is owing to those many fervent prayers that are 
being offered for us. I often think of you, and wish you could see our poor 
Yumas, when they have assembled for recreation, especially in the evening, 
they seem so happy. I am pleasantly disappointed in them. They are good, 
kind, and respectful to the sisters, and seem to have unbounded confidence in 
us. I feel much safer with them, than with some of the whites who live near 
us. There are no troops nearer here, than Tucson, or San Diego. 

The Apaches are doing great mischief near Tucson, but they never 
make their appearance in this part, as they, and the Yumas are deadly 
enemies. 

I fear very much we will have trouble here with our poor Yumas. 
Some American men have bought land on the Arizona side, which they 
claim to be Government land, and it really belongs to the Indians. The old 
Captain has great confidence in the sisters, so he came to see us, to tell his sad 
tale. He said that he had been living on the land, for the last fifty years and 
had improved it and what is more, had dug a ditch through it, for irrigation 
and now those white men had notified him to leave, without even paying 
them for their labor. I tried to console them, as best I could, and hoped they 
would not lose it. He told one a lawyer in Tucson said he would get a title 
from Washington for their land, if only they would send him fifty dollars. 

Those poor creatures went around and collected $28. which they left 
with us, to be sent to Tucson. I fear very much they will lose their money too. 

There is a gentleman here who professes great friendship for the 
sisters, he is the Superintendant (sic) of the prison. I spoke to him about it. 
He told me that this lawyer was a particular friend of his, and that he would 
write immediately and state the case. 

If the poor Indians treat the whites cruelly, in many cases they have 
good reason, only the Yumas are so good, and peaceful, they would have 
rebelled long ago. Indian Charley, told me, that the Lawyer in Tucson, 
promised him to send troops to put the Americans off their land, but I think 
it will be the contrary . They will drive the poor Indians off. 

Dearest Mother, I find it difficult to answer your question, as to the 
wants of the Indians. In fact they want so many things, it is hard to tell what 
is most needed. It would be nice if we had some calico, or dresses of some 
kind, to cover the naked. Mother Julia applied to Washington for 
somethings for the poor, but we don’t know what they will do about it yet. 


Another thing much need(ed) here is medicine for the poor sick. And 
elastic for the girls stockings, and boys suspenders, large and small. We have 
made our estimate for the next quarter, clothing and provisions. I could tell 
you better after we have received them, what we most need for the children. 
The suply (sic) comes only twice a year. 

The sisters told me to say for them, if you had any very light material 
for habit and veil they would be grateful for it. Those things I am not asking 
for. Any of them you would like to send, will be most gratefully accepted by 
the poor Yumas. 

Mother Assistant left here last week for Oakland, I miss here very 
much. The sisters laugh at me, when I tell them I pity myself. Really Mother 
this is an awful charge, every day papers are being sent from Washington of 
some kind or other to be made out. It would keep one busy doing nothing 
but writing. Poor Sr. Aniceta is doing splendidly, only for her, since dear 
Mother Assistant left, it would be very hard for me. God has always been 
very good to me, so I trust he will bring me through this safely. 

We will close school the last of this month for a vacation of two 
months, until the first of September. The children will all go home. 

Pasqual the old Chief is still with us, he is feeling much better. 
Government sent some spades, and shovels to be issued to the Indians. I told 
Bill the interpreter for to tell them, when any of their family died, that they 
must not destroy them. They have been in the habit of burning everything 
belonging to the person who died. So we thought it would be a good way to 
begin with them, to let them think they had only the use of them, and 
probably they will not destroy them. 

Father Ubach did not stop here on his (way) home, the(y) sent us word 
that he would visit us in fall. It was all the same to me. Now dearest Mother- 
-fearing I will tire you out, I will close for this time. With fond love from all 
here. 

I remain, 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma, California 
June 28th, ‘86 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached here in due time, I was sorry to hear that you were so 
sick during you journey to Los Angeles, it could not have been otherwise after the night 
you spent here. 

We spoke of you many times that day and thought your trip must have been 
unpleasant, judging from the way we felt ourselyes. 

We had three sisters in bed that morning. Sr. Aniceta was not able to get-up for 
Mass. Sr. Alphonsus left the chapel after communion, and went to bed. Sr. Leontine left 
after the last Gospel and just as she reached the door she fell in a dead faint, it lasted only a 
few minutes so we took her up to the house and put her to bed, she was quite sick all that 
day. Myself and Sr. M. Joseph were the only ones for breakfast. They are all feeling 
much better, thank God. 

The weather has been very warm here last week, and today it is melting. I hope 
you are enjoying the cool breeze of the coast; and that your health will be much better than 
it was here. We all miss you very much. 

We will close school the last day of this month, until the first of September. 
Pasqual has sent for all the Indians and has ordered Captain M. to make a speech the day 
before the children leave. 

Pasqual is about the same, he has been over but once since. One of our young 
students went off last Tuesday and got married. His name is Louis Watooksif Pasqual’s 
grandson. He married a girl much younger than himself. They will be a happy couple. I 
received a large sack full of mail the day after you left here from Washington. They sent 
the stationery you ordered, but envelopes have not the official stamp, so we have to use 
stamps as usual. They also notified me that they have sent a box by freight, the copy 
books, and different articles, but they have not reached here yet. 

I also saw Mr, Gates about the meat, he advised me to write and tell them in 
Washington that at the prison meat was delivered at $7.00 per hundred and we were paying 
$10.00 for it. He said although we had nothing to do with the contract, it would show that 
we took an interest in the school, and it would benefit us hereafter. He also said that if we 
did not do it, someone else would and it was better for them to hear it from ourselves. 

I have not received the estimate for the buildings yet. The carpenter has promised 
to give it to me tomorrow. 

Joe Rodondo is quite disappointed that we are going to close school. He says he 
can not understand it as his contract reads that he is to deliver meat from the first of July. 
They all take great interest when a few dollars and cents are in question. 

Your poor Anthony is very poorly. I fear he will not recover. The swelling has left 
his feet, but it seems to be going toward his heart. He is very patient. 

I sent Sister Perpetua’s trunk. The superintendant (sic) was very kind and took it 
free of charge. I heard today that Sr. P. was sick in bed. I suppose it is the great heat. 

Now dear Mother, with fond love from myself, and all the sisters, and hoping soon 
to hear from you again | remain, 

Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


P.S. Love to M. Provincial. They did not send those papers back from W. yet. 


Fort Yuma, Cal 
July 2nd, ‘86 


Rev. Mother Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

This being the feast of our Blessed Mother I thought I would spend a 
few moments of it with your own dear self. 

This morning good father Chaucot said Mass and gave Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament in our little chapel on “Mount Hope”. 

Yuma is not the worst place in the world after all. The sisters are all 
pretty well content and happy, living amongst and laboring for the poor 
Indians. Sr. Alphonsus lost one of her patients here a few days ago. 
Fortunatly (sic), Mother Julia baptized him on the feast of St. Anthony, and 
named him Anthony. So we have another poor Yuma in Heaven. He 
died at six in the morning, and they burned his body at nine the same day. 
We could see it burning from our house, and the smell of the burning body 
was frightful. We were sick all day from it. 

The weather is scorching here for the last week. The sisters were just 
wishing for a trip to a cooler climate during vacation. We closed school the 
last day of June, and our dear little Yumas have gone to their beautiful homes 
in the forest to rusticate a few months. Sr. Alphonsus requested me to send 
you this copy a farewell letter from one of her young students. Pasqual 
made quite a speech the day before they left school. He told them the sisters 
were good, and they had a good school, so they must all return in September. 

He said to me, that he did not expect to live long, and that he would 
like to spend the rest of his days at the Fort. He wanted me to understand that 
he was showing us a great mark of respect by remaining with us. He said only 
he liked other sisters and saw that they took an interest in the Indians he 
would not remain one minute in this place. 

I think the poor old Chief will die a Christian yet. I have not heard 
from Mother Julia lately. Mother Provincial told me, she was quite sick in 
Santa Barbara. 

There is nothing settled here yet. The employees will be approved of 
from the first of July. I will write you again as soon as I hear from them. It is 
a trying position to have to deal with Government. Mother Julia will give 
you all particulars when she reaches home. With fond love from all the 
sisters here, 


I remain sincerely yours 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma California 
July 2nd, 1886 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 

Having a few spare moments on this beautiful feast of our blessed Mother, I 
thought I would spend them with your own dear self. 

Are you feeling better since you left beautiful Yuma? The sisters here have not been 
at all well, suffering from (a) severe cold which it seems impossible to get rid of. The 
weather has been extremely hot for the past few days, just melting. I am glad you are not 
here to get the benefit of it. 

Well, many new things have happened since you left. School has closed and our 
Yumas have gone to their beautiful homes in the forest. Pasqual made quite a speech the 
day before they left. He said the sisters were good, and had a good school, and he wanted 
them all to return in September, Charley Esculanti told me that some of the Indians told 
him Pasqual’s intention (of ) remaining at the Fort was to see if we treated the children 
right, and if not he would send them all home. He also said that the Chief told those 
Indians who were living far off, not to send their children until he would see what kind 
the school was, and if it was good, he would send for them all. 

When J heard that I went over to see Pasqual, and asked him what he thought of the 
school. He said it was good, and that he would leave everything to the sisters now. 

He thought we took an interest in the Indians, and if he did not think so, he would 
not remain in that room one moment, nor he would not encourage his people to send their 
children to school. You see, he thinks he is showing us a great mark of respect by 
remaining with us. He said also, he did not expect to live much longer, and that he would 
like to die here. In all probobility (sic) he will die a christain (sic). Your poor boy 
Anthony is dead. Tuesday evening, when we were going to the Chapel for prayers we 
heard crying back of the room he occupied. Srs. Leontine and Alphonsus went to see what 
it was. They found poor Anthony lying there. He had been walking around, and sister 
thinks the rheumatism struck his heart, as he fell apparently dead. He lived until six the 
next morning, and at nine they burned him down at Pasqual’s Camp. The smell of the 
body burning was terrible. I felt sick the whole day from it. It is consoling however to 
think another poor Yuma has gone to heaven. Mike Capel’s little sister died very suddenly 
yesterday. We were sorry we did not have time to baptize her. 

Camino has left us but Bill and Joe are still here. He said Gonzales told him that 
they were to get fifteen dollars per month and the Indians were all laughing at him because 
he was fooled. They had quite a time with Gonzales and some pretty hot words, so I 
thought I might just as well settle it at once. I received a letter from the Commissioner the 
same day with a list of names of employes (sic) approved, which I will enclose to you. | 
told Mr. Gonzales that we would not need him after the first of July, nor his wife either. 
He felt it very much, but as the change had to be made I thought it better to make it now. It 
will be too bad if they will not give the salary for those employed since the first of May and 
quite a loss to us. Did you keep a copy of the estimates sent for funds. I could not find it, 
I do not remember how much we sent for. Hoping you are will, I remain, 


Sincerely yours 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Dear Mother, please return this letter. I sent the same copy of employes (sic) back to W. 
putting two names instead of the other two. I did not know what names to send so the 
other sisters told me about a man they have at the hospital, Martin McFallon and Mary 
Ford, Sr. Julia’s name. | hope to hear from you soon. Love from all. 


Beautiful Yuma, 
July 11th ‘86 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter of the 8th inst. was duly received. I am sorry I caused you 
pain by my act of imprudence. 

| have regreted (sic) it very much, as I know it was not my place without 
permission. I hope you will pardon my suming (sie) independenee, it will be a lesson in 
the future. 

The names sent I do not think will be approved. Not having a blank in the house, 
we sent the duplicate, with those two names changed. I hope sincerely they will not 
approve of them. Since we sent it, I found the quarterly report of employes (sic) have to be 
sworn to. The commissioner would not exempt me from it. He said it was beyond the 
power of the Indian office, if a Lawyer lived within sixty miles of the place. Now if any 
name should be approved and the person not live here what would I do? I could not take a 
false oath. It has me nearly wild thinking about it. As soon as you receive this, please 
send the names of those persons whom you desire to fill the different positions. I have no 
blanks in the house, or I would send you one. 

Mr. Gonzales is still here, he has not given us any trouble, nor I do not think he has 
any influence with the people living here. They all say that he should have been discharged 
long ago. I will enclose a note received from Father regarding him. 

They tell me he has been in the habit of doing this on more than one occasion since 
we have been here, and what is more the Indians have told me, they used to take the things 
from the Kitchen for their own use. I did not receive him back, for I felt confident if you 
knew all circumstances connected with it you would not ask me to do so. 

As for the two names sent, I have only spoken to you about them, if you do not 
approve of them we can have it changed. I feel confident they will not approve of more 
than four or five names. The Commissioner sent back the estimate of funds you sent, 
which I will enclose in this letter, You will see from this they do not intend paying 
Interpreter or Police either. I have not discharged Bill or Joe, as I will wait to be directed 
how to act in the matter. Please dearest Mother write as soon as you get this, and direct me 
what to do in regard to paying those employes (sic). They all have received their wages 
from Mr. Gondolfo. So I suppose he will hold us responsible. 

The Commissioner said that he had ordered the list of dry good sent him. The list 
of groceries he sent back for us to make out the cost, and the number of children estimated 
for. 

We have sent it and they have notified us, the things will be here in the early part of 
the summer. I have not sent estimate for repairing the building or fixing the steam pump 
yet. We have been so busy trying to get all those quarterly reports right, that we did not 
have time to attend to anything else. Every paper has been returned for correction so far. I 
can assure you there is not much vacation for us. 

You dearest Mother know what it is, as you have had experience of the business, 
between the flies, mosquitoes, and intense heat, and worse that all the mental anxiety, it is a 
splendid purgatory. However, we trust in the good providence of God, to bring us safely 
through it all. 

He was really visible in our regard a few days ago. We had a fearful sand storm 
here, or more properly a cyclone, we though every minute the house would come down, 
nothing was disturbed, but early in the morning just as the sisters had left the dormitory the 
plastering from one side of the house fell in. Had it happened during the night, if the 
sisters were not killed instantly, they would undoubtedly have been hurt very badly. 

We are all pretty well, Sr. Aniceta seems to have improved since she has been here. 
The others, too, had all gained flesh, notwithstanding the intense heat. The Indian boys 


visit us regularly and are anxious to have school open again. | saw a Lawyer here Mr. 
Brinley, he said he would come to the house each time I had those papers to sign and bring 
his seal. I was acquainted with him when | was here before, so he has been very kind. 
Now dearest Mother, as I have told you all that I think would be of interest this 
time, and hoping you are well, I well close with fond love from all the sisters and myself. 
I remain, 
Yours sineerely 
Sr. Ambrosia 


P.S. We found his directions and sent back estimate for funds. | just found a report which 
I will enclose. Please return letter. 


J.M,J. 
“Mount Hope” 
Fort Yuma California 
July 13, 1886 
My dearest Mother, 


Your precious letter was indeed a surprise. I consider myself privileged 
to write you the details of our glorious mission. Is it not remarkable how 
communicative we can be to those whose sentiments and feelings accord 
with our own. I do not blame Sr. Protie to want to stay with her Indians, it 
must be a great sacrifice for her to be away from them for short as my time has 
been with them, I should feel deeply the parting. The subject nearest my 
heart ‘my poor sick’, must be the first on the list. (O)nly two patients at 
present, one with his toe badly mashed and broken while chopping wood. it 
is doing very well. the toe will not have to come off. “(H)e is Capt. Charlie’s 
brother” it took him two days to get here. poor fellow, so you can immagine 
(sic) how he looked tired, hungry and in pain, and his poor wife and child 
looked just as bad. The other is one of our school boys, who we fear will 
suffer all his life. The Industrial teacher put such a load on his back that his 
spine is affected. The next line is missing.) 

I know dear M. Julia will feel badly for poor long John. We all thought 
how lonely it will be here when the children are gone home, but indeed they 
don’t give us a chance. The next morning some of them were around bright 
and early--by the 1. Sept. they would be all back if we could only keep them. 
It is pretty hard to send them away, when they are so anxious to stay --how 
soon till 1. Sept. is a question you have to answer twenty times a day. Three 
Indians remain to take care of us. Bill, the Interpreter Joe, the policeman and 
Chalico, the man that brings the water, and do they not feel their importance. 
If they only hear a door or window slam the(y) run. They sleep just outside 
the lattice work so we feel perfectly safe with our faithful Indians. The old 
chief remains here all the time. he told Mother he was perfectly satisfied with 
the Srs. and wanted to be near them as long as he lives. He is gaining 
strength every day. The Superintendent of the penitentiary (sic) was 
describing his appearance to us when he called on him the other day. All 
dressed in his black suit, he thinks a great deal of him for he has always been 
such a good Indian. He invited Mr. Gates to call on us, which amused him 
very much--M. Julia will tell you about Mr. Gates he is every day proving he 
is taking an interest in the Srs. he has been in a great deal of trouble for the 
past week owing to letters that has(ve) been writen (sic) about him, but the 
investigation brought him out triumphant and exposed those persons who 
was (sic) the cause of all the trouble--several has(ve) lost their positions. I 
write because M. Julia will understand. He is also interesting himself in 
trying to get back the Indians (sic) land. General Miles has sent word to the 
Yumas asking them to go as scouts after the Apaches and promising them 
$30. per month. They accepted the offer and sixty were to have gone this 
week but owing to their not giving the reward promised for capturing an 


Apache to a Yuma who wanted $100. (the reward promised) they only gave 
him $3, so the ones that intended to go, would not--perhaps when Gen. Miles 
will hear the reason, he will fix it so that he will get it. They have no 
confidence what-ever in white people and to hear of how they have been 
treated by them, you could not blame them. They come to the Srs. to tell 
them all their troubles. Srs. are different from any others the(y) ever met. 
Their confidence is increasing every day. We were quite pleased last Sunday 
to see them look clean and dressed in their best, everything is encouraging 
where the poor Indians are concerned, and we are not surprised when the 
devil’s work is showing up. Since M. Julia’s departure, poor M. Ambrosia has 
been in great trouble owing to the Industrial teacher we had (next line 
illegible) . 

expected that he would take the things belonging to the Fort and sell them. 
The talk was getting very general in town about the things being sold, but Fr. 
Chaucot’s timely notification perhaps saved Mother a great deal of trouble . 
Of course she does not know what she will be obliged to do yet, as she has not 
heard from Washington, she tried to do the best she could for him as he is a 
man with a family. She notified Wash. he was discharged owing to neglect of 
duty, which she could conscientiously do as the things has(ve) been brought 
back, at least what he acknowledged to have taken, but he denied other things 
that Mother had been told of. God surely permitted that to come to light for 
he would have been kept on, and who knows what trouble he would get us 
into. The Indians are delighted that he is gone. The(y) could not bear him 
and he was so severe on the boys. There was a dreadful sand storm Friday 
night--some of the buildings were blown down, and we can say we escaped 
miraculously. While we were at Church Saturday Morning the ceiling where 
Srs. Leontine and Mary Joseph slept came down with a terrible crash. Mother 
and Sr. Aniceta were frightened fearfully. Saturday Night about the same 
time another one set in so dreadfully that the Indians were afraid. The(y) said 
the(y) never saw the like of it. Mother went all around the house with her 
little bell and in five minutes it was as calm as if it never stormed. So visible 
was it that any one (next line illegible) 

Perhaps e’er this reaches you, our dear M. Julia will be near our beautiful but 
far distant home. I am sure she cannot forget her fine Manly looking Yumas 
and did not God reward even in this life some of her sacrifices, by sending a 
poor Yuma to heaven. I feel like the meeting in heaven of the poor Yumas 
and the Srs. of St. Joseph will be beyond description. We miss her so much. 
how often we hear Mother say O if Mother Julia were only here. We are 
thinking already about your coming. I had a few lines from M. Valeria a few 
days ago, and she regrets the Springfield Mission not opening. (H)er loss has 
been my gain. I am sorry for her, but glad for myself. 

Receive dearest Mother my most sincere and heartfelt thanks for your 
generous alms our habits and veils arrived in good order, Mother’s, Sr. 
Aniceta’s and ours. God reward the charity of the one who enrolled us in the 
Archconfraternity of the Holy Face. Mother desires me to say she shall write 
vou ina few days she is so busy trying to get her Quarterly reports finished-- 


herself and poor Sr. Aniceta write all day scarcely taking time to eat. The(y) 
hope to get finished this week, at least we hope they will. I have only gained 
thirteen pounds since I came here, so you can judge from how this warm 
weather agrees with me, in fact we are all improving but Mother and she is 
loosing (sic). Once in three or four months I think will be about as often as 
you will want to read such details as this. There are several other things but I 
will not trespass too much on your valuable time. As there is left so much 
paper I must fill it up with something that will please M. Julia. Wild Bill is 
very faithful in bringing us the fresh fish for Friday he is anxious to come 
back to school he says he will be very good. The boys are wearing their clothes 
all the time and when they come near us they wash off the paint. The girls 
are around in their red clothes, a good many Indians are getting employed in 
town. The people seem to take more interest in them. They say the(y) notice 
such a change in them since we have been here. The men are nearly all 
dressed. The women say the(y) would too if the(y) had the clothes. We have 
been giving them all we had of our own, until we have nothing left but a 
changes (?) and I think some would be even willing to part with that. I hope 
all the dear Srs. are well particulary (sic) my patients and poor Sr. Emily. I 
hope the(y) will pray much and often for us. God reward you Mother dear is 
the sincere prayer of your devoted child 


Sr Alphonsa 


= 


JMJ Mt. Hope Fort Yuma, CA 
July 20, 1886 

Mother Julia 

My dear Mother, 


You see that I did not forget my promise. I heard yesterday you had arrived home. 
I was going to write yesterday but I thought I would let you rest first. Well now it seems a 
year since you left us. I wish you were with us here again. Our little Indians come to see 
us every day. I think they’ll be very glad when school starts again the poor little thing look 
starved. Frank, Joe, Bill, and Thomas are here they don’t want to go home. Many others 
come to the flag pole at night to sing for us. I suppose it helps keep us from getting 
lonesome. Oh! how I wished the other night you would have been here to hear them 
singing the Litany down at their camp. It sounded too sweet for anything. The boys are 
well dressed yet, wherever they meet Sr. Leontine they show her their jeans torn, but the 
girls are running in the streets all the time, and have their own dresses again, and their faces 
beautifully carved. Did you hear that the old lady’s son died? Well the poor old woman 
burned every rag he had. Sister dressed him in St. Antony’s habit, but the next time we met 
her there she had it as a Zapeta, the poor creature looks very sad. King Pascual is still 
staying with us, he says he feels that he is not going to live very long and he wants to finish 
his days with us here. We had another christening the other day, a baby that was very sick. 
Mother gave it the name “Mary Joseph”. It is Sargento’s child. Walter came to see us 
last Sunday, he saw Sr. Alphonse and he says, “Hello Alphonse! How is Mary Joseph”? 
What do you think of that? Oh, it is so warm here evenings you have no idea, we are half 
dead with the heat, we had such fearful storms last week, we thought our mansion would be 
blown away. | am still complaining of my head, my eyes are very bad, the other day after I 
got the dinner I came out in the dining room, well I was eating there for about ten minutes 
without being able to distinguish a thing. That has happened to me twice. The fire hurts my 
sight so much. Sr. Aniceta seems to be getting well. Sr. Alphonse is just the same, sings ail 
the time. She told me to tell you that I don’t apreciate (sic) her singing at all. Mother 
looks very bad, we don’t let her out doors when it is windy for fear she’ll be carried to the 
Colorado, but poor Sr. Leon, there is nothing left of her but her apetite (sic), she complains 
of gaining a pound every day. And now what shall I say about Sr. M. Joseph. Well, I am 
as happy as a skylark, but I am in a pack of trouble. Well last Sunday during recreation the 
members of the white house had a council where they discused (sic) of making me Mother 
at Fr. Juan’s and that is what is making me feel so badly. Now, Mother, will I accept of it. 
I don’t like to because I know Mother Gonzaga has her eye on me for her Assistant, so I 
think I have to refuse the counselors (sic) of the white house. If you have another one like 
me, send her here for they really need another Sr. M. Joseph here. 

Father Juan has been away, we did not have Mass last Sunday we expect him today. 
Mrs. Redondo and girls sent you their kind regards. Mrs. R. says she does not forget the 
letter you promised her. When are you going to get me an organ? I do the singing all alone 
and the organ would be very well accepted now. Now I am going to ask you to pray for one 
of my brothers that got married last week but by the civil. I am feeling very bad over it. The 
girl he married is not a very good catholic and of course, he did it to please her. I received a 
letter the other day from Father Morin of Tucson to see if I could make him marry by the 
church. I wrote to him but he has not answered me yet. Now I think I have given you all 
the news of Mt. Hope. I still keep my Yuma ticket waiting for the permission to go to 
Tucson. I don’t loose (sic) hope of going there to make my retreat. Don’t forget the 
flowers for my dear little chapel, it looks so poor. I guess Ill better stop. I am sure I have 
you tired with all my nonsense. I hope you won’t forget your promise of answering my 
letter. I’ll be most happy to get it. Good-by pray for your Yuma child. 

St M.Joseph 


Fort Yuma Cala. 
July 25th ‘86 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 

Your letter reached me in dire time, and gave much pleasure to hear from your own 
dear self. 

You must be completely worn out after that long, hot, weary journey. I am glad 
you have reach home once more, and trust ere long you will feel right strong again. I often 
think of you and our long, weary pilgrimage in beautiful Yuma and all you suffered during 
your stay here. Heaven is worth it all. The heat here is intense. I feel it much more now 
than when I was here before. I suppose it is because I am growing old. The sisters all 
keep well. They are gaining and tell me they are getting strong. This itself is consoling 
under present circumstances. Everything is about as when you left. I have not heard a 
word about employes (sic) since. They notified us yesterday that they had placed funds to 
our credit in the San Francisco bank for payment of employes (sic) and open market 
purchases if authorized and approved. So far I have not received the letter of approval for 
open market purchases, it may come later. It is truly a great trial to have to deal with the 
“White House”. I presume we will learn by experience. Mr. Atkins told us he had ordered 
everything on that list of dry goods. We had ordered one hundred single beds, he said he 
would sent fifty single and the same of double beds. He said he could not order the Range 
until we would sent him the size and number to be cooked for and then he could do so 
intelligently. I think they have been told that too. It seem strange to me. 

The provisions we expect every day. They are to be sent from San Francisco. The 
dry goods he said would be here in the early part of summer. I had the estimate made for 
repairing buildings and erecting steam pump. The lowest it can be done for is $5000. 
$2000 for repairing buildings and $3000 for Steam Pump. I have sent the estimate and will 
hear in a few days. If they will approve it. We had quite a time with the reports, especially 
the Property Return, but finished them all and sent them, only 25 copies quartly (sic) 
reports and vouchers. I am expecting every day to see them coming back, for this is part of 
the programme. They have sent the Issue Book and all papers necessary that you ordered, 
except Estimate of Funds, and Open Market Purchases. The Estimates of Funds is 
absolutely necessary and we have not one copy in the house. I suppose next week we will 
get all the news from Washington. 

They left us a long time without any money, and I am sure it will be some time 
before we get it. They promised to give us a hearty cooperation in our work, but in our 
opinion out here they are anything but encouraging. The children come to see us daily and 
are very anxious to have school open again. I Baptized another little Papoose since you 
left. I called it Mary Joseph. It was in a dying condition when they brought it to us, but it 
is still living. Sr. Leontine and myself had quite an adventure the other day in the sewing 
room. Six or seven Indians walked in to see us. Their (sic) was one did the talking for the 
others. He said he wanted flour. I told him we had none. He said he wanted a little, and 
for us to have very little talk about it. 

They all looked so fierce, and he spoke so ugly, that they gave us a real good 
fright. Sr. Leontine turned as pale as a corpse, and I turned to see if there was a door 
open, through which we could make our escape. They are really starving some of them, 
and I suppose they would be tempted to do almost anything. 

We had quite and adventure here since that again. Mr. Gates the Superintendent of 
the prison has an Indian living up there. He keeps him to go after the prisoners when they 
try to escape. So he went down town and got drunk. The Americans sent word to Pasqual 
and he sent Bill over to arrest him. I thought of you when I saw Bill coming with his 
prisoner, he looked truly like a young “lion”. They put him in our guard house, and kept 
him there all day. About six the next morning they took him down to Pasquals (sic) Camp 
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and an Indian was appointed to give him ten lashes of a Black Snake whip. Pasqual sent 
for all the Indians on both sides of the River to be present, so that they could see the 
punishment that would be inflicted for the like offence (sic). After they lashed him the put 
him in jail on the Arizona side, and will leave him there a month. Pasqual said the sisters 
were living among the Indians now, and he wanted them to be good and do what was 
right. It was on account of their meeting, we got such a fright in the sewing room. Sr. 
Alphonse has patients visiting her still. Pasqual is about the worst now. Sr. Aniceta keeps 
up well. Please say (hello) to dear Rev. Mother, I will write her in a few days. Mrs. 
Redondo sends love, she is expecting a letter in Spanish. Gonzolio is living on the 
Reservation. Now dear Mother, hoping soon to hear from you I remain, 


Your sincerely 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma Cal 
July 26th ‘86 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 

The enclosed letter I received this morning. You will see from it, the persons for 
the different positions are yet to be named. God is so good to me, you see He did not let 
even that much happen. 

Dear Mother for the sake of order, I think it will be absolutely necessary to have a 
sister for the kitchen. 

Mary Hipah will be splendid for assistant matron. Rose is a very good worker. 
Chalico is as faithful as ever. Joe is here still, the one whom you thought would be good 
for Asst. cook. He is a very good man, and very faithful. Camino has gone off to work 
for himself. There is no one here at present, that we could get for Industrial Teacher. We 
might get Camino back but he has not been near us since he left. 

Mother, I wish you would please leave Mrs. Costello’s name off. If she is 
appointed for seamstress, she will be thrown with us so much, that it will make it very 
unpleasant for us. 

You will please excuse me for mentioning those persons. I thought probably you 
might want them for some of the positions, and if needed they are here and ready. 

I believe I did not tell you the reason we gave the Commissioner for discharging 
Gonzales. We said it was for neglect of duty. I thought if we made the other thing known 
they might have him sent to Prison. The first however was very true, and I suppose a 
sufficient reason. Everyone in Yuma knows what he did, and they say he should have 
been discharged long ago. He got a piece of land from Pasqual, and is working on the 
reservation. 

St. Anthony did his work well that time. If you remember I gave him a light to 
have them leave here before you left. Before the novena ended he brought everything to 
light. 
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Mr. A. Frank is still very much annoyed to think we have charge of the Ind.School. 
He told the gentleman who keeps the hotel here, that it was against the laws of the country 
for a woman to hold office, and more especially a religious, and that he would attend to it. 
He thinks we are deceiving them at Washington. He said he would like to know why I did 
not write my name sister instead of Mary O’Neil. That itself showed that things were not 
all right. I suppose he has written to Washington before this, to inform them that the 
school is in charge of (a) religious community. 

The weather has been very warm. Srs. are all well except Sr. Aniceta. She has 
been very sick since last Saturday, from a gathering in her head. Don’t seem to be any 
better yet. [ also received your dear letter written from Kansas City yesterday morning. 
Many thanks for same. We sent requition (sic) for Interpreter and police for the school 
next year. I expect an answer in a few days. No funds received yet. They have sent 
Blanks for Estimate of funds, and open market purchases. We have all the blanks that are 
necessary for the school. 

Fond love to dear Rev Mother and yourself from all here. Hoping you are well and 
soon to hear from you, I remain, 


Yours devotedly 
Sr Ambrosia 
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Fort Yuma, Cal 
July 29, 1886 


Rev M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother, 

I had intended writing you long ere this but for the past weeks we have 
been so busy it seemed impossible, as every day brought some extra work. 

Many many thanks dearest Mother for the habit and veil you sent. The 
sisters are all very much pleased with theirs. Srs. Leontine and Aniceta asked 
me to thank you for them. 

The former is quite busy sewing for her little Indians as we have a very 
small stock of ready made clothing on hand. The latter is quite sick, she has a 
burning fever today. Sr. Alphonse thinks it proceeds from diarrhea, which 
she has had. The others are all pretty well. The weather continues very hot 
Thermometer ranging from 112 to 115. 

We have not received any of the supplies for the school yet, but are 
expecting them every day. 

They notified us that the flour would be delivered 10. 400 pounds 
(sacks), and sent a sample of what we were to receive, and told us that every 
tenth sack was to be examined, and a sample of each sack not corresponding 
with the one sent us, must be sent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
before any papers are signed by us. This will be a nice little task in itself. The 
U.S. Treasurer sent word this morning, that $527 had been placed to our credit 
with him in San Francisco. I suppose we will soon receive it; that is if we will 
not have to send it back to Washington to have it cashed. 

Mr. Smith has told me that sometimes they had it done. He is the 
Custom House officer. Please tell dear Mother Julia I received an answer 
from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs yesterday, regarding Interpreter, 
and Police. He wanted to know the necessity of having them, and if white or 
Indians. He said when we would give him the necessary information he 
would have the matter attended to. He advised us to have some of the big 
boys acts as police, or have them Cadets and they would pay them from $2.00 
to 3.00 per month. He said he thought it would be encouraging the boys if we 
thought they would do. 

Pasqual is still with us at the Fort. He seems very much attached to the 
Sisters. Some one said to Bill over town the other day, the sisters would not 
be long with them. When he came home he told Pasqual what he had heard. 
Pasqual said never mind, if the sisters are taken from here, I will give the 
order that my children will go to their homes and never return to the school 
again. And if I die I will leave orders for Captain Miguel to do the same. I 
promised them in Washington if they would send me right teachers I would 
send my children to school. The sisters are the teachers I want, and if they 
leave here, my children go home. He is a good old Chief, but I fear he will 
not be left long with his poor Indians. He is growing very feeble, and weak. I 
have learned a few words in Yuma from dear Mother Julia’s little book. 
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When I visit the old Chief I make use of them and its amuses him very 
much. 


Now dearest Mother with much love to dear Mother Julia and a large 
share for your own dear self from all here 


I remain 
Sincerely, Sr. Ambrosia 
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J.M.J Mount Hope 
Fort Yuma California 
Aug. 8,1886 

My dearest Mother 


Your lovely letter just to hand. Your kindness over-powers me. I feel 
as unworthy of your letters, as I am in having been one of the chosen ones. 
But I cannot help but feel it is the reward of constant earnest prayer. All| 
asked is given, and far more than I ever hoped to expect this side of the grave. 
How I longed for a retired place. This is as quite (sic) as a tomb, for hours the 
loudest noise in hearing is the ticking of the clock. Ican truly say I possess a 
peaceful conscience, a quiet home, and plenty of work. And I shall try to 
show my gratitude to God and you, by my fidelity in serving the poor 
forsaken Yumas. And what ample opportunities I have every hour of the 
day. There is not an hour some poor Yuma is not comming (sic) to tell how 
sick they are. It would make your heart ache to see them, sick, suffering, and 
hungry, and to visit them in their camps see how the(y) live and what they 
have to eat--you would be surprised that more of them are not sick. We go 
every week away in the Reservation to see the sick. (T)here is one poor 
girl who has not stood on her feet for three years. They brought her from 
away off--it is quite a treat to see how they carry their sick, they put them ina 
sheet, tie it at the head and feet, pass a stick through, lift it on their shoulders, 
one at the head and feet and carry them for miles. I was thinking of the poor 
wounded railroad men could be carried with as much ease how much 
suffering it would spare them. My happiness would be complete if we only 
had an hospital. it is just now stricking (sic) ten, and five patients have been 
treated this morning. every one of them fit subjects for a hospital. Should 
Government consent to having a hospital, I would not hesitate to ask my old 
Professor for a certificate to act in quality of physician, the diplomas have to be 
given through Dr. Schauffler, and he is no friend of ours. it would be very 
necessary if it could be possibly arranged for me to act. (I)t would be very 

unpleasant for us to have any Dr. comming (sic) here, and the(y) feel so 
unkindly to us, besides the poor Yumas ha(ve) the greatest confidence in me, 
poor Pasqual thinks only for me he would be dead now. (O)f course the 
requirements of the physician is a good deal, a monthly report has to be sent 
in to Wash. but that would not frighten me for should my old Professor do 
what was asked, he would furnish me with the technical name of diseases 
and I am sure I would be better to them than a doctor. It is dear M. 
Immaculate that has and does so far furnish us with medicine. You could not 
think of bying (sic) it here it is so dear. Fifty cents for three sedlitz powers (sic) 
everything else in accordance. (E)verything looks favorable fora large 
attendance when school opens. Charley Esculantie is giving a great deal of 
trouble to the poor old chief. He is very anxious to be Interperter (sic) and 
said he was all right with the Srs. Poor Pasqual was going down to his camp 
to let him see how far he would go, but Mother asked him not to gO away 
from us he was quite pleased to think_the Srs. wanted him to be near them. 


He told Mother how he wanted to stay with the Srs. until he died, but his 
family could have his remains. He says we do not need to fear the Indians for 
should any one of them do anything to us, the(y) know well enough what 
would happen to them. (I)f they speak rough, not to mind, they dont know 
any better. Mother nor I dont feel the least afraid of them. Pasqual has been 
making new laws very severe, he says he wants his Indians to be good now, 
for the Srs. sakes. (T)hey are not allowed in town after sun-down, and every 
one has to keep good order, another poor fellow got eight lashes this morning 
for getting drunk. (T)hey feel like we are their friends, they tell all their 
troubles. Bill told Mother that the Pimas and Maricopas were ordered to go 
after the Apaches but they would fire so as not to hurt one another. They do 
not feel sorry for the whites. The know how they have treated them. The 
Yumas dont have to go for the Government has never given them any 
rations, therefore they cannot compell (sic) them to go. A little boy died 
Saturday night and such cries, the blaze from the cremating reflected on our 
beds. We dont sleep much these nights when the(y) make such a fuss it is 
such seems that makes one anxious that they should be instructed in 
Christanity (sic) but it will take a long time to get them out of their way, but 
nothing is impossible to God, prayer can work wonders. They are getting very 
anxious to be dressed they will be just like the colored people all for style and 
Jewlry (sic) they know how we like to see them dressed. They think they are 
fit for any society when they get a shirt and vest on. They dont care about 
pants this warm weather, some Sr. will say the horrid thing I wish he would 
put on a pants, and another says, it is in complement (sic) of you he even 
wears as much as he does. We dressed an old woman the other day, and next 
day the Srs. met her with the rapper(sic) all fixed in Yuma style. The(y) are 
ashamed to dress. When they get a dress on they dont know how to sit down. 
I shall consider myself obliged to write you once a month. I should have 
written sooner but I knew Mother and Sr. M. Joseph had written you every 
detail--Mother has improved 1/2 lb. in two weeks she turns the scales now at 
105. We tell her before the Inspector (the rest of this line is not legible) so he 
would not get scared. (S)he is suffering a good deal with a pain in her right 
lung, but poor little creature no word of complaint when we tease her she just 
smiles. All the Srs. are well we were just saying today what good appetite we 
have. We are so happy to know our dear M. Julia feels well we feared her 
long trip would affect her very much. With deep affection 


Your devoted child 
Sr. Alphonsa 


‘ 
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Mount Hope 
Fort Yuma, California 
Aug. 11, 1886 


My dearest Mother 

Our dear Mother has just been saying that two Srs. would be comming 
(sic) from Our Mother House and the thought occurred to me, if they should 
pass through Kansas City that with your permission the(y) could bring the 
Medical Journals that are there, also for some one of the Srs. at the hospital to 
ask Dr. Hally for this years (sic), he promised them to me, but I never sent for 
them. There is a good deal of practical information in them. I am sure you 
will be surprised when you see a letter addressed from me so soon after 
receiving the other. There was some things I ommitted (sic) telling you in 
my last so I was glad of the inspiration of asking for these journals. We are 
not to have any Holy Mass on the Great feast of the Assumption, our Father 
goes to Florence to help celebrate the day. We are lamenting about it, but we 
must make a generous Sacrifice. He leaves Friday and expects to be gone a 
week. He is just as faithful in comming (sic). (H)e never disappointes (sic) he 
seems not to mind the excessive heat on Sunday afternoon. Feasting time for 
the poor Yumas is comming (sic) very fast, the corn is getting ripe, last 
evening the place looked quite deserted. (I)t is a cosstin (sic) among them that 
the first Man that has ripe corn is to give the first feast. So we were left with 
our faithful Joe to take care of us. They never think of leaving us alone, no 
matter what is going on, we may be sure there is one within calling. They 
will not allow any white man that looks at all like a tramp (to) come near. 
Which is a cause of great safely to us, for tramps in this country bear a very 
hard name. Pasqual says no white men around here should anything happen 
to these Srs. my Indians would be blamed, and I do not want them blamed for 
what they do not do. His laws are splendid if he finds them guilty they are 
punished according to the case, but if innocent, he will defend them like a 
hero. A Yuma was arrested the other day supposed to have stolen a pony. He 
knew the pony belonged to him and he had all the witnesses to prove the 
pony belonged to the Yuma, he was set free with his pony. They have a 
regular court of their own, a jury and Judges. They are the best men in the 
tribe that are appointed for those offices. Pasqual undertakes a journey of 
thirty miles this week on horse back. He is going to see the Diegnos (sic) 
about sending their children to school. It will be we fear too much for him. 
We are going to fix him up a lunch basket, poor old man you could not help 
but like him. He says if the Srs. stay by him, he will stay by them, and he is 
the one to stay by. For his influence is wonderful over this people. We have 
to regret his not understanding English for speaking through an interpreter is 
not the thing where religion is concerned. How we long for you to come see 
us. We are even presumpious (sic) enough to think you will come to see us 
this winter. A trip perhaps would prove as beneficial to you as it did to our 
dear Mother Julia. We supposed she would be very sick after her return. 
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stay in Yuma was attended by many privations, but God will reward all---dear 
Sr. Aniceta is not very strong ----she is writing nearly all day. (P)erhaps her 
mind being occupied helps to make her feel better. I think when the weather 
gets cooler she will even be better, her nervous system is pretty well shattered. 
Srs. Leontine and Mary Joseph is well and happy we are as happy as we can be. 
Sr. Mary Joseph is all fun. Our latest idea is drawing up rules for the 
qualifications to be admited (sic) to Mount Hope. Some of them are, not to be 
finding fault with the poor Yumas because they don’t wear pants--always 
good natured etc. (Y)ou can see dear Mother we are very particular about who 
we will accept as companions. I was agreeably surprised last week in 
receiving letters from Rev. Fr. I. and Fr. O Donnell. (T)hey are taking quite 
an intrest (sic) in out Mission their letters were beautiful full of 
encouragement. All the Srs. read them they were intended for all. They both 
expressed themselves as being jealous of us. Sr. Stanislaus sent me the 
Teachers Examiner thinking it would be a benefit, it was very kind of her. Sr. 
Clare’s letters are truly laughable she thinks we must be so much afraid of 
these poor Yumas. Recommending myself earnestly to your fervent prayers 


Affectionatly (sic) your devoted Child, 
Sister‘M. Alphonsa 


Fort Yuma, Cala 
Aug. 15, 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached here this morning, feast of our dear blessed Mother, 
and I assure you it receive a hearty welcome. We all felt lost not having the holy 
Sacrifice on so great a feast. Our little Father has been visiting in Florence, and will not 
return until nest Tuesday. It has been pouring down rain here since nine this morning | 
am afraid if it continues much longer we will have a washout. Chalico has been busy 
running from one room to another sweeping out the water. 

Sister Mary Joseph was made happy by the news your dear letter contained as to 
her going home for retreat. She said she had just been fixing up some nice little work to 
take with her, for she felt that she would go. The only thing troubling her now is, fearing 
something may happen to prevent her going. 

Sister Anicita has been feeling pretty well since she has recovered from that 
severe spell of sickness. I presume it is owing to those fervent prayers that are being 
offered for her. She sends many thanks for them, also the Relic you sent her. Srs. 
Leontine and Alphonsus are both right well. Poor old Pasqual is about the same, he never 
leaves the Fort. 

Capt. Tom, and Charley came over here this morning, but I could not get them to go and 
see Pasqual. They said he did not want their children to come to school, he said the 
school was only for the children on the reservation. I told them this was a 
misunderstanding between them, and tried to have them make up. They said all they 
could do for the school they would do, but could not see Pasqual until another day. Pray 
that they may have a settlement, if not we will lose a great many children. I have not 
heard from Washington since I last wrote you. They are right good there, have ordered 
everything they were asked for. I forwarded your letter of changes in employes, (sic) and 
will write you just as soon as I hear from there. Everything about money for last quarter 
has been settled. It is only the first time that there is any difficulty about getting it. I had 
to send my signature with the seal of the court affixed before (we) any money could be 
drawn from the Bank. They have sent a Checkbook, and all we have to do after this is to 
make out checks for the different persons and Mr. Gondolfo cashes them here. I drew 
$579 which was authorized for payment of empoyes, (sic) and open market purchases. 
This was for the 2™ quarter. I have not been able to sent in estimate for this quarter yet. 
They have authorized us to purchase hay, wood, salt and cornmeal in open market this 
year. We have received the bill of lading of the other provisions and dry good, and 
expect they every day. 

I would judge from Father Stephan’s letter that they were pleased in Washington 
with our school. I do hope our blessed Mother will inspire him to come to Yuma, when 
he comes out this way again. I think it will be a great help to the school. We have done 
nothing toward gardening yet. I think our new Industrial Teacher will have to begin the 
work. I was very much pleased from the description you gave him. God was very good 
to us, in riding (sic) us of the old one so soon. I will tell you why if I ever have the 
pleasure too see you again. 


I received the handkerchiefs you sent, many thanks for same. With fond love 
from all the sisters and a large share from myself, for dear ae Mother, and your own 
dear self, I remain devotedly, 


Sr. Ambrosia 


Sr. Leontine’s salary and mine for the 2" quarter, I gave to Mr Gondolfo. This does not 
quite settle his bill. It will be all right soon. 


Fort Yuma Cala 
Aug. 19" 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Dearest Mother: 

Having a few spare moments this morning I thought I would spend them with 
your own dear self. Nothing of interest has taken place since I last wrote you, have not 
heard a word from Washington since. Pasqual leaves here today to the visit the Diegeno 
Indians about sending their children to school. He will be gone four days. Bill says that 
in about two weeks they will have a meeting of Indians, one of the largest they have had 
since they were on the warpath. Poor old Pasqual is just delighted with the Sisters. I told 
him yesterday that I had received a letter from you, and you wished to be remembered to 
him. It seemed to please him so much. He told me to tell you he thought of you every 
day. He said you did more for him than any person he had ever met with. He said he 
could not speak the English, therefore he could not thank you, but in his hear to felt 
grateful. He said he would stand by the sisters, because he thought they were the right 
kind of teachers. He said, “all the Indians talk about me and say well, what has come 
over the old Chief, he never acted like this before, he would not allow us to send our 
children to school and now he is so anxious to have us send them”. He said he could not 
account for it himself why he felt so. Poor old pagan, I thought to myself, I can account 
for it very easily, it is owing to all the fervent prayers that have been offered for that 
intention. I think we will have a very good school. 

As soon as I hear from Washington about employes (sic) I will send you a 
telegram. I sent word to Mother Provincial about the Srs. making retreat in Tucson and 
she said they had better make it at home. I did not write her but I sent a telegram. The 
reason I did write was on account of washout on the road. The first train since last 
Sunday passed through last night. The sisters could have gone on it and been on time for 
retreat but word came, no, so they have to make it at another apointed (sic) time. They 
all seem reconciled. 

Sister Aniceta is feeling pretty well. The other sisters are pretty well, too. The 
weather continues to be very hot. Now dearest Mother, as I have nothing of interest to 
communicate I will close for this time. Fond love to dear Rev Mother, and a large share 
for your own dear self. 


I remain, Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma Cala 
August 20, ’86 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter containing $20 just come to hand, many, many thanks for 
same. It will be sufficient for present. Since I last wrote you Sr. Leontine and myself 
received our salary for May and June. So I think we will have no difficulty on this point 
when things are settled. As soon as we receive our salary for this qr. I well return this 
money. 

I have not heard a word from Washington since I last wrote. I suppose they will 
try and have things settled soon. Srs. are all well. Sr Aniceta has been feeling pretty well 
since she recovered from her severe spell of sickness. Heat is intense. Mother Provincial 
said we had better make our retreat here for this year. They are preparing to move into their 
new house in Tucson, and everything there is upset. 

For my part I am just as well satisfied. I am not fond of traveling. It would make it 
pretty hard now, to have Srs. absent on account of provisions coming in. Every sack and 
package must be weighed, and a report sent to Washington. As the Industrial Teacher is 
not here, the Srs. assisted by Indians must attend to all this work. 

Pasqual has gone off on a visit to his Indians, he will be absent about four days. 
He is going to make a great speech to them about sending their children to school. He told 
us he thought this would be the last trip he would make. 

Many thanks for your kind information about the Oakland missionaries. We were 
all so anxious to know who they were. Poor M. Florence and Sr. James are having an 
opportunity of making a little sacrifice too. Now dearest Mother hoping soon to have the 
pleasure of seeing you out here, and with fond love to dear M. Julia, and a large share for 
your own dear self from all here I remain 

Yours sincerely 
Sr. Ambrosia 


P.S. I will write as soon as I hear from W-- 


Fort Yuma, Cala 
August 22" 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Very dear Mother: 

Knowing that a few lines from your poor Yuma children is at all times acceptible, 
(sic) I thought I would sent them this afternoon fearing I might not have another 
opportunity for several days as our work will begin in earnest tomorrow morning, God 
willing. There is one (cart) load of provisions here for the school, tomorrow we will have 
them brought up and put in the store room. Every sack of flour and package must be 
weighed and the report sent to Washington. I suppose we will soon receive the dry good, 
and school furniture. 

I received a letter from the Commissioner this morning relative to buildings and 
steam pump. He said we were authorized to spend in open market purchase the sum of 
$2,208.00 for material and labor in repairing the school buildings. He said no definite 
action could take place about the steam pump until we could send an itemized list of 
number of feet of piping and everything else needed for it. We will have to get an 
Engineer to make the estimate. I wish we could get a good one. It is so hard to get 
anyone here. 

The Commissioner told me I could purchase the corn meal in open market not to 
exceed $500. They are right good. I have not heard anything about employes (sic) yet. 
The heat here for the last few days has been intense. Yesterday, at seven in the evening it 
was 110. You would imagine we were living near a hot furnace. Srs. all keep pretty 
well. Father Chaucot was here this evening and he is in great trouble about his sisters. 
He is expecting them for Sept. He has had his school (Sacred Heart in Yuma) all fixed 
up and is anxious to know when they are coming. 

Love to dear Rev. Mother and your own dear self from all here. 

I remain, 
Very Sincerely, 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma, Cal. 
Sept. 3, 1886 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

The sisters reached here this morning. Srs. Leontine and Alphonse 
met them at the depot. 

They are feeling pretty well considering the long weary journey. Many, 
many thanks, dearest Mother for those beautiful pictures, relics and other 
articles you sent. 

Tell our dear Mother Julia that Mary and Rose were very much pleased 
with their little boxes, and the Indians were all delighted with the hats and 
dresses sent for them. 

We will not open school until the 13th(?) of Sept. on account of not 
having sufficient supply of provisions on hand. We will receive another car 
load this afternoon, then we will have nearly everything necessary. 

I received a letter from Washington this morning. They told me they 
would not allow an Interpreter and advised me to select four of the largest 
boys and they would pay them three dollars per month. 

Dear Mother would you please tell me what I am to do about the 
Interpreter. It is almost impossible to get along without one. 

We are all delighted with the Industrial Teacher, he is a good 
industrious man. 

We were all very much upset when we heard that Father Zepheryn 
was to come here. The Inspector who was here a few weeks ago, gave a 
dreadful account of him and said he had a fearful name with the officials in 
Washington, and also said he was a man not fit for an Indian mission. He 
said the Father who took his place was an Angel. 

We have a happy peaceful mission and it would seem a pity to have it 
spoiled. Do not think dearest Mother that I have any object in view but the 
good of the Community. God knows that is my intention in telling you what 
I heard about him. 

In case he should come please do not have him leave before the last of 
October. The buildings are all upset at present. They are plastering, painting 
and whitening now, and will not be finished until the above mentioned 
time. 

Srs. are all well. Pasqual has sent for his whole tribe of Indians and will 
make a big speech to them tomorrow evening (Saturday) about sending their 
children to school. 

Now dear Mother I will close for this time with fond love to dear 
Mother assistant, and a large share from all to your own dear self. 


I remain, 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 
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J.M.J. Fort Yuma, Cal. 
Sept. 6, 1886 


Rev. Mother Agatha 
Dearest Mother, 


After a journey of four days pleasant traveling we reached our home in the far 
west and in some respects was quite surprised to find it as comfortable as it is. There 
were two Indian men watching on the hill for the train to come in and as soon as they saw 
it approaching the awoke the sisters who came to meet us and take us home with the aid 
of a lantern. 


The day after we arrived the old chief Pasqual with his Interpreter called on us. I 
could scarcly (sic) help smiling on being introduced to the King of the Yumas. He 
appeared in full dress, nothing on him but a shirt. However, he gave us a hearty 
welcome. We told him Mother Julia sent him kind regards, he smiled and seemed 
pleased, also told him clothes were sent to the little Indians, he said he was as well 
pleased as if they had been given to himself. 


There seems to be business of great importance transacted in the camps during the 
last few days. Mother has told you of the Inspector’s visit to the Fort and no doubt it has 
stirred up Pasqual, for he sent orders to five different Camps, all under his control to meet 
at his headquarters Sept. 4" and 5" to discuss school matters and other points of interest. 


The Indians of the different tribes were interesting and numerous and who were 
not here for years. Captain Miguel the sub-chief made a grand speech in favor of the 
sisters told the strange Indians all the good the sisters were doing for the children and 
advised them to send all their children to school as soon as possible. The goods sent from 
Washington have arrived. For me that has never seen any such supplies in poor Keshina, 
it appeared astonishing. 


I must not forget to give you some account of our trip. We arrived in Halstead at 
6:50, changed cars and secured our berths. In a short time the conductor came for our 
ticket. He said he received a dispatch to hold two berths for us — Sunday and Monday 
nights and the charge would be $14.00. I told him he must have made a mistake, that it 
was Monday and Tuesday night we were to occupy the sleeper and Wednesday to remain 
in Denning and I could not pay him that sum. I stated to him the instructions I received 
from Sister that I should pay him eleven dollars for two ni ghts. He refused and said he 
would be acting contrary to orders if he made any reduction in the fare. We then asked 
him to allow us to pass to the ordinary car as we could not afford to pay the amount 
required. It was at this point that St. Joseph, our dear father came to our relief. 


In the course of the conversation we had with the conductor I noticed several 
gentlemen in coach and who were watciing us closely. They did not understand what 
caused us to leave the car until sometime after when one of them came into the car where 
we were seated preparing as best we could to rest for the night. He told us he inquired 
what was the cause of our leaving the sleeper. The conductor told him all the 
circumstances. Of course, the other gentlemen heard it, too. They felt so indignant at the 
conductor’s conduct that they gave him orders right away to prepare two beds for us, sent 
the gentleman spoken of to conduct us back to the sleeper. All the gentlemen came 
forward and offered their sympathy for the manner in which (we) were treated, told us 


that they had plenty of money and would see that we were well attended while we were 
on the train. 


Our next change was at Denning where to our surprise, we had to remain all 
night. Sr. Perpetua inquired at the depot in St. Louis if we were to remain in Denning all 
night, the agent said, “No”, so we came on with that idea until we reached the place and 
found it just as M. Julia told us. We went to the hotel, asked for a room, the clerk handed 
me to bill of $7.50. I was quite astonished and I told (him) that I did not expect it to 
exceed $15.00. He said (he) had made a reduction for the sisters some time ago but he 
was not allowed to do so any more. Fortunately I had enough of money left thanks to our 
friends in the sleeper or I would not know what to do. I made inquiries as to passengers 
remaining in Denning all night. The agent told me they always remain over night as the 
train for Tucson does not leave until 6:50 a.m. every morning. 


Mother Ambrosia sends much love to yourself and Mother Julia, M. St. John, and 
M. Ligouri. The sisters ask a remembrance in your fervent prayers that they may succeed 
in their good work. The sisters think that their labor is already. An old captain fully as 
old as Pasqual came to the meeting. They don’t think he will live many days. They will 
have him baptized. This will be one of the first fruits of the mission. Pardon me for this 
never- ending letter. Love to all from 


Sister Salesia 


J.M.J. , Fort Yuma California 
Sept. 8, 1886 


My dearest Mother 

Having partly a free day, and not expecting another one for a long time I felt I must 
devote at least a time of it in writing to you. Though no doubt you have heard all of intrest 
(sic) still that does not hinder me from keeping to my promise. Mother with four of the 
sisters and about ten Indians are busy fixing and cleaning up -- our Industerial (sic) Teacher 
is just the very man for here, you could scarcely immagine (sic) how things are beginning 
to look even since he is here. (H)e does not know what it is to spare himself. We think the 
children will take to him. We regret his not been (sic) here when the U.S. Inspector called 
as he said he would like to see him. I suppose Mother did not tell you the fright I received 
when the U.S.I. read from his book of instructions to examine those who were teaching. 
My feelings I cannot describe for I though he surely would. (H)e could but did not. I felt 
very low spirited until I knew he had left town for I knew I could not answer him one 
question. It was amusing to see Sr. M. Joseph and myself looking up books to study for 
our examination. If it was a young inspector he might have. We are in great fear that the 
next one that comes will. Those teachers up at the Reservation has to have a teachers (sic) 
certificate and I think all places where Secular teachers are employed. We have been very 
busy this week the supplys (sic) are coming in and every thing has to be weighed and 
examined. Sr Selesia is quite astinished (sic) at every thing for it is so different from the 
Indian Mission where she was. Mother was notified today that the range was on the way. 
Everything that was asked for is given and even more. Pasqual seems to be delighted. He 
likes to see what is sent so Mother shows him every thing. Bill told Mother the other day, 
he said my Indians will get now what is sent for them. Srs does different from the other 
white people, he says we can have all the children we want” he gave orders all to bring 
their children and we to take those even though large enough, but some girls that was at 
school last sesson (sic) to told mother he did not want her to take them back for they were 
not good and would only give her trouble poor old Pasqual is worth them all though the 
sub-Chief is greatly in our faver (sic). Though some people in town is trying to influnce 
(sic) them not to send their Children but the(y) are (not) sound theologans (sic), they say 
last year the(y) wanted them to send them. This year not two (sic) and why? because the 
teachers last year was the friends of the people in town and the Srs are their friends. They 
know who are their friends and who not. The R.R. Agent has been employing a good 
many of them on our account and he told them that and they are delighted to be working. 

Srs. Selicia and Modesta feel quite at home. Things are so different from what 
the(y) expected. They say the Srs. at home would not believe it even if you wrote and tell 
them but we will not try to convince them. Mother seems to be a little stronger than during 
the very warm weather. I think that when the cold or at least the cool weather comes both 
she and Sr. Aniceta will feel better poor things, the(y) have to be writing all the time. I feel 
so grateful to M. Immaculate for all her kindness to me and wishing in some was to 
recompense her. I wrote my Sr. in Ireland to sent mea rochet for a Bishop, she did. It is 
real Limerick lace and pure Belfast linen and made by my own Sr. It is as large as an alb 
she said she wanted to make it large so it could be cut any size. To cut it for a rochet would 
destroy the design and Mother said to me she though I ought to send it to you for it would 
be so much better in our dear Mother House than any place else so I am going to keep it 
until you come, that is if you dont (sic) (some words are missing here) the days until you 
get here. I hope our dear M. Julia is still keeping well and all the loved ones at home. 


Your devoted Child 
Sr. Alphonsa 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Sept. 16" 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Dear Mother: 

Knowing how anxious you are about the opening of our school I avail myself of 
those first spare moments to give you a little account of it. This week we have received 
sixty- five children in school, of this number forty-three are boys and twenty-three girls. 
Very few large boys have returned yet on account of their being at work. The children 
from Charley’s camp have not returned yet, but he promised me he would send them next 
Monday. There is a very bad spirit existing between the Chief and those Indians and I 
fear we will have some difficulty in getting them back. The Chief returned yesterday 
from a visit to the Diegenos. He said all the Indians would meet next week. The 
Diegenos will come half way and the Chief and his tribe will go the other half to meet 
them, then they will make arrangements about their children coming to school. The old 
Chief seems to take great interest in the work. He says we will have one hundred when 
they come in. 

I wish you could have seen the old people the day they brought their children up 
to school. They all came as usual in their sapata, children too, while the sisters were 
dressing the school children I distributed those little slips you sent for the babies. The old 
people were perfectly delighted. The color took their eye, they all went home apparently 
satisfied. 

I received (a) Tabular Statement this morning from Washington that $4,183 had 
been placed to our credit with the U.S.Treasurer, San Francisco, Cala for repairing of 
buildings, pay for employes, (sic) and other expenses of school. | think we will also 
receive salary for May and June. They are indeed very encouraging. They send 
everything we ask for. We are expecting another inspector every day. The rooms by the 
Chapel are all clean and look very nice. I have not disturbed it yet. 

Now dear Mother as I must go I will say good bye for this time. (Next line is 
missing). 


Sr. Ambrosia 


Srs. Selicia and Modesta both seem to feel quite at home. The latter does nicely with her 
charge. The Srs. are all well. 


Indian Training School, 
Sept. 28th °86 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Very dear Mother: 

Your precious letter was received in due time, and perused with the usual pleasure. 
The sisters here are all well, and very busy. The weather is very pleasant, as it has grown 
much cooler. Srs. Selicia, and Modesta, both seem very much at home among the children 
of the forest. The latter is a dear good little sister, she takes such an interest, and is doing 
so nicely in the kitchen. She says she would just as soon be there, as in the schoolroom. 
We are all pleased with Mr. Peters, he is all you represented, a good, faithful, industrious 
man. We have not seen any of his temper so far, no one has anything to do with him but 
myself, and meet him but seldom. Good father Zephyrin arrived here last Sunday morning 
just in time to say Mass. He seems to be very agreeable I have seen very little of him so 
far, but as far as I can judge he is nothing like what the Inspector represented him. It will 
be a great consolation for us to have him here during next month, Rev. Fr. Adam wrote me 
saying we could have Benediction in our little Chapel every day during the month of 
October and also requested us to have the Litany of Loretto and the Rosary recited daily. 
He also asked permission to send a priest here for a few weeks who is far gone in 
consumption. If you have no objection we could accommodate him for a short time. I 
wish you would please let me know by telegram. Father Chaucot is delighted to know he 
will soon have a little community again. I think he will appreciate them very much now, he 
knows what it is to be left without a school. He have everything fixed up very 
comfortable, so the sisters tell me. 

I received a letter from Washington this morning asking us if we would like some 
cows for the use of the school. They want us to have everything that is necessary for the 
children. Sr. Alphonse is kept very busy between her young students and patients, about 
every fifteen minutes she has a wound to bind up, or a dose to administer. If the sisters 
from Yuma do not go straight to Heaven it will be their own fault they have every possible 
means to bring them there. Sr. Aniceta is keeping up splendidly she has not been in bed 
only twice since she had that severe spell. The organ has not reached here yet, we are 
expecting it every day. J wish you could have seen the poor Yumas on the day they 
brought their children back to school. I gave each of their little ones one of those slips you 
sent from Carondelet they went home perfectly delighted. I was so glad to have them too, 
for the reason that each mother brought her little one perfectly naked I had a chance to 
practice one of the cardinal virtue “clothe the naked.” I received a letter from dear M. Julia 
a few days ago and will answer as soon as possible. 

Now dearest Mother fearing I may tresspass (sic) on your precious time I will close 
hoping to hear from you soon. Fond love from each of the sisters and a large share from 
myself. I remain 

Your ever devoted 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Sept. 28" 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Very dear Mother: 


Your precious letter was received a few days ago. I would have replied 
immediately but for the past few days we were so busy it seemed I could not find a 
minute. 

Good Fr. Zephyrin arrived here last Sunday morning about five o’clock and said 
his Mass immediately after. The sisters were all very favorable impressed and think the 
Inspector must be a bigot to have given this poor man such a name. His room looks very 
comfortable. I had the plastering all fixed and had it whitened, the doors and windows 
repaired, and he has a nice spring mattress, a center table, those relics you sent on his 
mantle piece, some pictures hanging on the wall, a wash stand and a bureau with the 
looking glass on. You would never think it was the same old room. 

The Sacristy too looks very neat. Mr. Gondolfo gave me two pictures, one of St. 
Peter and one of St. Francis we hung them up there, also the Holy Face, and I had that 
large medicine cupboard cut in three pieces and one we use for the Chapel clothes, 
orniments, (sic) vestments and etc. Mr. Peters’ room is comfortable, too. He occupies 
the little room of the sacristy, we had had it repaired, too. Father Adam gave us 

permission to have Benediction every day during October. Is not that a privilege? The 
Sisters are all well, the weather is very pleasant as it has grown much cooler. The school 
is about the same 75 in number, the old Chief thinks we will have a hundred. I have not 
heard from Washington yet regarding Sr, and Mr. Peters. They wrote this morning 
asking if we would like to have some cows for the use of the school. They said it was 
their wish that the children should have a sufficient supply of Milk and Butter. It seems 
so strange that we had none before, and Government is so anxious that we should have 
every convenience. I have heard nothing regarding the pump since we wrote what you 
suggested. Fr.Chaucot is delighted to know that he will soon have a little community of 
his own. He will indeed appreciate the Srs. now. He has had the Convent fixed up very 
comfortable. Mr. Gonzales has gone on the other side of the river, he will leave Yuma 
very soon, he is going back to the mines to work. Now dearest Mother as I must go I will 


close for this time. If anything of interest happens I will write you. Hoping you are right 
well, and with love from all here, I remain 


Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Mount Hope 
Fort Yuma Cala 
Oct. 17. 1886 
My dearest Mother 


Yes indeed it seems a long time since I have written you -- but be assured you are 
often and affectionatly (sic) remembered. Alas how many changes since you have been 
gone. Things are by degrees getting in good shape, in a few weeks more the place will look 
clean and every thing in good order. The armory has been fitted up and it looks well. The 
School-room has had the partition taken down and plastered and whitewashed so you can 
immagine (sic) how well it looks. In the kitchen and dinning (sic) room with the new 
range it looks very different from what it was wont to look. Where the girls slept is now 
the work room, three machines in use. Can you immagine (sic) to see one of those wild 
girls sitting down and sewing as neatly as it is possable (sic) for any one to do it on the 
sewing machine. Antinette is the best machinist, though the others will after a little be just 
as good. What was the sewing room is the girls dirmitory (sic) the(y) cannot get out of 
there the windows are barred and two Srs. sleep in the room. They are quite different from 
last year. Those that are here are the very best girls and give very little trouble. Bill is not 
employed any more and we find a different spirit among the children. God does every 
(thing) in his own good time, we were anxious to get rid of him but did not very well know 
how to come around it. The Indians are a strange people and one who has an object in 
view for them must move very cautiously. We have not any Diogenies (sic) at school so 
far, the devil’s work of course, the Yumas killed a Diogene (sic), a medicine man for the 
reason they thought he was a witch it has been the cause of a great deal of hard feeling 
among them and things are far from being settled yet. A week ago we thought Pasqual 
would die but he is getting better and able to be around again. About as many sick as 
usual. The M.D. is becomming (sic) very famous, you will judge so from the fact of a 
young man with a broken leg been (sic) brought for to fix it. He is doing well. We had to 
keep him of course. They brought him quite a distance. Things are comming (sic) in every 
day - we sent in our order for medicine and Mother received an answer saying it was 
ordered and should come from N.Y. everything in abundance. The only things we are not 
hearing of are the beds and school desks. Mother intended to write you today but poor 
little creature she was obliged to lie down. She is quite worn out it has been very hard on 
her for the last month. They have just finished their quarterly reports and that is a big 
relief. The poor things don’t take time to eat. Sr Aniceta is standing it splendid(ly), she 
seems to be improving very much. All the Srs. are so obliging that if the labor is great they 
have light hearts and willing hands and not one would want to leave here. There is a 
something about the poor Indians you cannot help but like. As soon as Mother is able she 
intends going all through the Reservation and have them to send their children, we have a 
great many who were never at school before. The larger boys are all working but will 
come when the work is finished. Capt. Thomas came all dressed up yesterday after mother 
to go to his camp and all the children she picks out will come to school. They seem to have 
more control over their children than the Indians on this side. I suppose the fact of their 
being so far from town. There is a great jelously (sic) between those and the Indians on 
this side, but Bill had a great deal to do with it. Pasqual does not seem to mind Bill’s being 
gone you know, the Indians did not care for him. Cameno is back, we all like him. 

Oct. 18: I must finish this letter without fail. This afternoon Father Chaucot and 
Fr. Zephyrin is gone to the old Mission today. Fr. Zephyrin is to go every Sunday to the 
penitentuary (sic) after this. Fr. Chaucot speaks such poor English he begs father to go. 
We are every day expecting the sick Fr. The V.G. wrote mother Friday saying he had left. 
We were sure he would be here this morning. No doubt tomorrow. Just immagine (sic) 
mother how we are provided for. How true the saying God will provide for his own. 
Holy Mass every morning Benediction and Rosary every evening, instructions every 
Sunday afternoon what more could we desire. Poor Fr. I feel sorry for him, he must feel 


lonely some days he seems so blue. Of course he has been used to so much activity that he 
feels lost. Could I see you Mother for just one hour. I could tell you many things you can 
understand a great deal more than I would want to write. I hope our dear Rev. Mother has 
returned e’re this, we have not hear(d) from her for so long. 

We have a cow of our own a man brought it to us, it is quite a help -- milk is so 
hard to get here, in fact it is a poor place for a sick person all you can get is meat and 
potatoes and very poor meat at that. Really Mother I am ashamed of the looks of this letter 
and would be glad to write it over but it would take another week before you would get it. 
All the Srs. are very well indeed, if poor Mother would not worry so. I think she would 
get strong now that the weather is getting cool, but in her position I suppose any one would 
feel as she does. Margaret sends kindest love to her Fr. and Mother and hopes she is often 
remembered in their prayers. ‘ 

I am your devoted child 
Sr. Alphonsa 


| 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, California 
Oct. 22, 1886 


Mother Assistant 
Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached here in due time and was very much appreciated. | 
would have answered immediately but we have been so busy with the quarterly reports 
and receiving freight that I really had not one spare moment. 

You know besides this we have two good Fathers to care for. Father Zephyrin has 
not been very well for some days. He suffers from headache, and at first seemed quite 
lonely but since Father Farrelly arrived he seems more cheerful. The latter has 
consumption and is very poorly. He says Mass only on Sundays, but every evening we 
have the litany, Rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. I wish you could see 
our little Indians kneeling in the chapel just as good as they can be, I am sure you would 
be pleased. Pasqual told me this morning that he would send for all his Indians in a few 
days and he wanted me to speak to them myself. He said they would not believe him and 
he wanted me to tell them the great advantage it would be to them to have their children 
in school. He said while he lives he will do all he can to help the sisters. Captain 
Thomas from across the river came over a few days ago and wanted me to go over to his 
camp. I promised him to go over next week. He said there were many children there 
who should be in school and he wanted me to speak to them. We have everything to 
make them comfortable. Yesterday we received lovely desks for the school. Mr. Peters 
is putting them up today. I have had the Armory fixed up and it looks very nice. 

There has been some improvement since you were here. Sister Modesta has a 
lovely Range in her kitchen and every convenience. She too seems to like Mt. Hope. Joe 
is very kind to her, he (doesn’t) want her to do any hard work in the kitchen. When he 
sees her going to lift anything he takes it out of her hand. The Indians all like her. Sr. 
Selecia has three sewing machines. Father Farrelly and a gentleman from Kansas City 
were surprised to see the Indian girls working them and they do very nice work, too. We 
have received everything that you estimated for excepting the beds. The Inspector told 
me they were bought and would be here soon. They have sent many more things then we 
ordered. | have not gotten the cows yet. We have had so much work to attend to that we 
have not had time to send an estimate for them. We have a cow of our own. Mr. Hodges 
here gave her to us for our own use. Have you heard that Bill does not work here now? 
He was so impudent to the sisters that I could not keep him. Father Zephyrin said that he 
was really affraid (sic) of him, he would look at him with such vengence (sic). He comes 
up as good naturedly (sic) as ever. 

I will enclose in this a P.O. Order for Rev. Mother for One Hundred dollars. J am 
sorry I cannot send more this time, but I had those bills standing since May which 
amounted to nearly seven hundred dollars. Those I have settled. I sent Mother 
Provincial sixty dollars and my balance is twenty. That is for last quarter. I hope to be 
able to send more next time. 

Fond love to dear Rev. Mother and a large share for your own sear self. I remain 
yours in the S. H 

(Sr. Ambrosia) 


Indian School 
Fort Yuma, Cal. 
Nov. 1". 1886 


Mother M. Julia 
Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached me yesterday morning needless for me to say the 
pleasure your dear letters bring to Mount Hope. I often wish you were here to see our 
poor little Yumas we have quite a crowd and they are as good as they can be. Since the 
thirteenth of September we have received about ninety children, they still continue to 
come in but do not attend very regularly. The poor sisters here do not have a spare 
moment. You know what it was when you were here, now we are kept more busy. 
Having two Fathers here of course adds to our work. Father Farrelly will leave here 
tomorrow evening for Los Angeles his health has very much improved, so much so that 
he thinks he will be able to attend duty again. Father Adam has given him a place in 
Santa Cruize (sic). He will go there after resting a few days in Los Angeles. Father 
Adam sent me word that he and Bishop O’Connell intended to visit our Indian School 
soon. Father Zephyrin does not feel very well at times, his heart troubles him frequently 
and he complains of weakness. 

Father Chaucot is as good and kind as ever. He had his little Sacred Heart 
Convent fixed up very comfortable for his sisters, and seems to be perfectly delighted to 
have them back again. Their names are Srs. Germain, Demetria, and Teresa. The last 
reached here Sunday morning last. They have twenty-one girls, and seventeen boys. The 
sisters come up to the Fort every Friday evening and return Monday morning. Father 
Chaucot received the books you sent him, and seems much pleased with them. 

Mrs. Redondo and girls were over here Saturday, they all wished to be kindly 
remembered to you. Helena is growing to be a lovely little girl. Dolores and Mercedes 
are going to school. I wish you could take a peep into our school room it looks very nice, 
the old Armory. Sr. Alphonse has her boys march into the school rooms and out with 
music. She says she feels quite proud of them they keep such good time. Sr. Modesta 
has taught Joe how to make pies. I had a good laugh at her about them. She said they 
ought to be sent to the Sentenial. The other sisters are all well and as happy as they can 
be. Pasqual and Bill often speak of you and wish to be remembered to you. Fond love to 
dear Rev Mother. | will write her in a few days. The sisters all send fond love to all at 
home. Srs. Aniceta and M. Joseph have just returned from the school. They told me the 
sisters have forty girls and twenty boys. 

Now dear Mother I must say good-bye for this time, hoping soon to hear from you 
again. 


Your desert companion, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


dos Fort Yuma California 
All Saints Day eee 
(Before Oct., 1886?) 


My dearest and best of Mothers 

What excuse could I offer for my negligence. I know not. I am the debtor: | have 
often thought of it and my consience (sic) has reproached me many times. Many letters 
were begun but never finished. After Mother Ambrosia’s return I had fully intended 
writing to thank you and all the dear good Sisters for their kindness in sending us so many 
nice things -- but day after day passes without my accomplishing what I so much wished 
but the day has come when I have intended to write you a satisfactory one. You will no 
doubt have heard from M. Ambrosia a lenghty (sic) account of our school to date, but that 
will not prevent my telling you some things also. After the usual talking and feasting our 
School opened with good prospects, about 25 or 30 children had their hair cut and of 
course presented a nice appearence (sic) and nothing seemed to come to our ears for a 
month or six weeks. The Indians are all this time having long talks about trying to get an 
agent and that the children were all getting sick, a truth we can hardly deny -- finaly (sic) 
the climax came Fred Cip-cip Karow, got sick and after a few days he dies very 
misteriously (sic) to say the least. During the nights of mourning an old Medicine-Man 
made a long talk about the school, said three more boys were to die, that the children were 
getting sick from the food we were giving them and it was the medicine I gave the boy that 
killed him, so much for the Medicine man. The Chief next spoke and told the Indians not 
to send the children to school for the school was no good and there was something the 
matter with the children ever since the(y) had been to school and it was owing to our being 
here all the children died last spring. Mother sent for him and asked him if he said so and 
he said yes. Bill has been gone for five weeks to the Mohave reservation and had only 
come a few days before all this outbreak. He is the only one that can talk or at least 
understands enough English to express your sentiments to them. Captain Tom was Fred’s 
grandfather and Bill asked him if he thought it was the medicine that killed Fred and he said 
no. Sisters medicine good. Jerry and Rose are on the list of patients since his death which 
goes to prove it did not effect (sic) them. If it did not (affect) them though it has others it is 
wonderful when you think of it that we have any children at all hearing the Indians talk the 
way they are all the time. Another change which we noticed also is the children will not 
Say a prayer or sing any more. The(y) have been told by some Infidel the prayers was bad 
and it has impressed them very much. The first we knew of the feeling about prayers we 
got it from Bill in asking him to interpet (sic) about Baptism he said what good is that if 
God wants the Indians he will take them without having water poured on their heads and 
made a lengthy talk about baptism and prayers which we knew were not his own 
sentiments but soon found out who it was that was sowing the bad seed, which is proving 
such a bearier (sic) to us -- to help the matter still more a circus came to town some time 
ago and dogs were trained to go on their knees, bow their heads while the trainer said the 
Our Father and as the Amen was finished the(y) jumped up and ran away. The boys that 
saw it told it very plainly and the(y) seemed to think we treat them like those dogs were 
treated by their trainer and the(y) seem to have a horror of being compared to animals. You 
see dear Mother how hard our present position is. I have never seen poor Mother 
Ambrosia discouraged until now. (I)t would seem as if all hell is raised up against us and 
that is what gives us any courage for it is a true saying those that have been the most 
persecueded (sic) are the ones that God will bless notwithstanding all our oppisition (sic) 
many a poor little Yuma has been baptized we have to use the greatest care so as not to let 
them see us as the(y) seem to be firmly convinced if the(y) are baptized the(y) must die. 
(M)any of them bring their poor little sick babies for medicine that you could see the hand 
of God sent them just to be baptized. Opposition from every quarter you turn. Good will 
yet come of it all. What Mother fears is that an Inspector is liabl(e) to walk in any day and 
see such a poor attendance. We heard Mr. Gardner was in Arizona a few weeks ago but 


thanks be to God he did not call. The Yumas are much better off than ever the(y) have 
been . (T)hey are making themselves nice littl(e) homes and two hundred of them are 
working on the ditch getting a $1.25 per day. Many of the boys that you knew are 
working. Fred, John Auike, Eddie, Lawrence, and Homer, Paul and Clarence are working 
on the boat -- the(y) get themselves nice clothes. You never see a man without clothes any 
more but the girls dress the same way. (P)oor Yumas will we live to see them Christians 
God only knows. While our labour looks now like it is all in vain - God must certiantly 
(sic) have something in store for them to have ever sent us here. Many a time your sweet 
charity has been a spur to keep on any how. We have heard our dear Rev Mother is going 
to spend Christmas with us but I fear it is two (sic) good to be true. O! what a blessing it 
would be if she should come now. I have come to stay no matter what others feel. The 
Clerk is discharged and I think his influnce (sic).will depart with him self at least we pray it 
will but he told (us) he intends to be the Agent we have no fear about that. | say discharged 
he was notified to send in his resignation. No doubt Mother has written you all this and the 
paper will give you some idea of their feast. We have every thing in pretty good shape 
now, all we want is the children and it does not make the work any lighter to have 35 or 40 
as to have 70 or 80. Which we could if they would only sent them. You will I feel have 
prayers said it is all that will ever effect any good. Dr. Handy of Tucson’s opinion 
regarding the health of the children is that the luxury they are living in is enough to kill 
them, they take cold ever so easly (sic) now and it was something unknown before for 
them to take cold. Now dear Mother it is time for me to return you my most sincere thanks 
for the enclosed may God reward you, it would seem like I was forgotten but a moming 
memento in the holy sacrifice tells there is no such thing. You will also kindly forgive this 
bad writing and worse spelling. Should I take the time to hunt up the words I had my 
doubts about, it would meet with the same fate the others did that I began but never 
finished. If you can read it and make some sense out of it I will be satisfied. The children 
are all around me and jumping and playing so I cannot do any better with all their faults 
there is something about them that draws one to them. I could not be unkind to one of 
them no matter what the(y) say. 

With fondest love to dear Rev Mother and yourself believe me your faithful and 
grateful child 

Sister Alphonsa 
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Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, 11/13/86 


Mother Agatha 
Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached here yesterday morning and was perused with much 
pleasure. I only wish it was your own dear self that had reached Mt. Hope instead of a 
letter. I suppose I must wait patiently until this comes to pass, then I will tell you many 
things which I would not like to write. The sisters here are all well and have plenty to do. 
Some complain of having too much work. Sr. M. Joseph has had charge of the kitchin 
since Mother Julia was here, she told me she could not possibly attend to it. I think myself 
she could do it very well, but the good will is lacking, so the work appears hard. I wish 
we could have a sister for the kitchen then there would be much better order in our house, 
as it is there seems to be dissatisfaction. Srs. Leontine and M. Joseph are as lively as ever 
and seem to like their mission very well. The latter would feel much better if she were 
relieved of part of her charge. Sr. Modesta is a little treasure, she is training the Indians so 
nicely in her kitchen and they have the greatest respect for her. Sr. Selicia says she would 
not want to return to the east again. She says very little but she seems to be interested in 
the poor Yumas. She has three sewing machines in her sewing room, and she has taught 
the Indian girls to run them. You would be surprised they sew so nicely on them. Sr. 
Alphonse is having her Infirmary fixed up for the sick. They have sent a large supply of 
medicin (sic) from Washington so she can have a little Apothicary (sic) shop of her own. 
She is building castles in the air telling us how nice she will have it when the Inspector 
comes along. The school room has just been finished it looks very nice since our new 
desks have been fastened down. We are anxiously awaiting our beds that we may put our 
dormitory in order. Sr. Aniceta keeps up very well, she has plenty of work too, not a 
moment to lose. We often wish you had your Type Writer here we would not let it be idle 
either if we only knew how to use it. The sisters teaching for Father Chaucot come up to 
the Fort every Friday evening and return Monday morning. They have seventy six children 
in school. Fifty girls and twenty six boys. Father Chaucot is expecting more. As Sr. 
Demetria is writing you today she will give you all particulars regarding their school. 
Father Farrelly left here last Tuesday for Los Angeles. I believe he is to be stationed at 
Santa Cruz. He is feeling much better and we feel quite relieved to have him gone from 
here. Father Zephyrin attends the prison every Sunday morning and he is busy studdying 
(sic) the Yuma language. He seems disappointed in Fort Yuma. He never says an 
unnissary (sic) word to me. When I speak to him he answers me and that is about all. | 
thought probably he felt it because I did not visit his room oftener. If he has any 
knowledge of work he must see that our spare moments are few, and besides I thought as 
Sr. Alphonse had charge of him she could see to all his little wants. It may be his natural 
disposition, as I am not acquainted with him I may notice it more. I told him to let sister 
know any thing he needed and I would get it for him, so that is all I can do. Sr. Alphonse 
says often when she speaks to him he will not answer her. I suppose we are to have this 
little cross with the many other little annoyances for some wise design. 

Many thanks dearest Mother for the figures you have sent. They have not reached 
here yet, but I shall ask the good father Zephyrin to have them arranged for Christmas. | 
also wish that we could have your own dear self on Mt. Hope for that great feast. Do you 
remember two years ago.in San Diego? 

Mr. Peters is getting along splendidly he is a good faithful man who never 
looses(sic) a moments (sic) time. I think when we get our place in order he will see that is 
is kept so. Now dearest Mother hope this letter will not annoy you, but as you asked for 
all interesting items I thought I would tell you them just as they are. It is something I 
dislike doing. With fond love to dear Mother Julia and a large share for your own dear self 
from all here. 

I remain, 


Yours devotedly, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


United States Indian Service, 
Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Cal. 
Nov. 23, 1886 


Mother Agatha 


Dearest Mother, 

Your precious letter reached me a few days ago, and gave the usual 
pleasure to hear from (your) own dear self. 

I was somewhat surprised regarding the news it contained about Mr. 
Peters, as he had never made a complaint of any kind to me about 
Sister St. Joseph complained to me several times about the way he would 
come to his meals. 

She said often she would call him twice and them he would come 
fifteen or twenty minutes after. 

When he first came here he spoke to me about cooking for himself, 
probably he was anxious to do that and therefore became dissatisfied. 

He is doing his own cooking now, and very likely he will feel more 
content. 

I suppose another reason why he feels dissatisfied is on account of the 
Indians. They do not seem to like him and have once or twice broken his 
room open and stolen money and tobacco from him. 

I could not find out who did it and of course he was very angry. He isa 
good faithful workman and takes a great interest in everything about the 
place. I would be sorry if he would leave. It is a very lonely place for a man to 
live, few would stay excepting they belong here. There are other reasons 
which I shall explain when I see you and I trust this will be very soon, for 
many reasons. 

The sisters are all well and kept busy, our beds came a few days ago, and 
we are trying to get the dormitory put in order. 

I received an account of our first quarter reports. They were correct 
excepting a few entries which we did not understand. 

Their explanation was so clear we will have no difficulty in making 
settlement. 

With love from each of the sisters and a large share from 


Sr. Ambrosia 


| 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Cala, 
Nov. 29th, 1886 


Rev. M. Agatha 
Dearest Mother: 

The box containing those beautiful little figures for the Christmas tree have been 
received this afternoon many, many thanks for same. Srs. are all delighted with them, and 
with you too, to have been so kind and thoughtful. 

I wish you could have seen our little Indians when the box was opened, they were 
telling each other in their language the name of the different figures. They had no difficulty 
in pointing out God, and God’s Mother as they called them. I asked the good Father 
Zephyrin if he would fix the crib and he told me he would. There is no danger that we will 
take pride out of (our) work while he remains at the Fort. He told me the other day that the 
Indians had not learned anything since the sisters took charge of them. and before I had 
finished speaking with him Two reporters one of the Tucson paper, and one of the Yuma 
paid a visit to the school. They seemed quite surprised at the progress the children had 
made. We have nothing to work for here but God alone. Of course we are prepared to 
receive ingratitude from the Indians. I thought this a rather uncalled for remark. The 
sisters are all well. Mr. Peters is doing nicely and seems content. He takes a great interest 
in the place and everything about it. : 

Mother Provincial is here from Tucon, (sic) she went over to the school this 
morning and will not return for a few days. Bishop from Tucson is here also, he will 
spend one week with Father Chaucot. I believe he is attending the jubilee excersises (sic) 
for Father Chaucot and next Sunday he will give Confirmation. Mother P-- will leave here 
next Thursday for San Diego, Sr. Demitria has gone back to Tucson. Now dearest Mother 
I will close, with love to dear M. Julia and yourself from all here. I will write in a few 
days. 


Yours Affectionately 
Sr. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Cala, 
Dec 5" 1886 
Mother Assistant 
Dearest Mother: 


Your kind missive reached me in due time, and was perused with the usual 
pleasure. The Srs. here are all right well. We had a visit from Mother Provincial last 
week on her way to San Diego. She remained one week between the school and the Fort. 
The attendance in our school keeps about the same. In Father Chaucot’s school they have 
over ninety children and are expecting more. 

The Bishop of Tucson has been here all last week and will administer 
Confirmation this morning to quite a number of children. They had quite an excitement 
over there yesterday about it. There was presented for a sponsor for one of the children a 
man whom Father Chaucot would not accept for reasons of his own. The man got 
indignant and waited an opportunity outside the Church to meet Father. So they met and 
after exchanging a few words he struck Father. There was a Mexican man present, he 
drew his revolver and would have shot the man but Father saw him just in time to prevent 
it. Poor Father, he is his own time of late. 

Mr. Peters is doing nicely and seems perfectly satisfied since he has gone house- 
keeping for himself. Many thanks dearest Mother for your kind advice to him. It seemed 
strange to me that he should have written to St. Louis without ever letting me know of his 
dissatisfaction. I think I understand it. He is a good and faithful man and I will do all in 
my power to make it pleasant for him. 

We are going to have a pretty little Crib in our Chapel, Christmas. Father 
Zephyrin will fix it up for us. We will also have a Christmas tree for our little Indians. 
Father complains of not feeling well at times. If I ever see you I will tell you many things 
which I would not like to write. 

I have not heard from Washington lately, our supplies are still coming in. They 
sent last week a quantity of articles for the class rooms, among them were a beautiful 
Music Chart and a Globe. Now dearest Mother, with fond love to our dear Rev. Mother 
and a large share for your own dear self from all here I remain, 


Yours ever devotedly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Cal, Dec. 27th ’86 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter has just been received, and I assure you it afforded me much 
pleasure and consolation in this hour of severe trial. I believe they are determined in 
Washington that we should receive the clerk, which you will see from the enclosed copy 
just received. 

Rev. Fr. Zephyrin left here last night for Superior City, he told me (to) open the 
letter, as Father Stephan had told him that (an) explanation would be given in it why the 
clerk had been ordered here, I see nothing but that it is customary to have them at different 
schools. 

When I received your first letter by advise (sic) of Fr. Zephyrin I wrote to the 
Commission of Ind Affairs reminding him of the objections you made in having an Agent 
here. 

I told him as there had been no fault found with the management I would prefer not 
to have him, as it would be more embarassing (sic) to me, than that of dealing with an Agt. 

Nothing now but prayer will keep him away, unless the Supt of schools will 
arrange differently when he reaches here. 

I think it will be a terrible thing if he undertakes the work here. He is sent to 
transact all business, to keep the records of the school which showes (sic) plainly that they 
doubt our way of proceeding. , 

He will receive a salary of $1200 per year and nothing but his days (sic) work to 
attend to and I with all responsibility of the school will receive less. I fear if not stopped 
now it may end in serious trouble. 

It seems strange to me why they did this, I imagine that Inspector Gardner insisted 
that it should be done, when he heard lately in Wisconsin that Father Zephyrin was here. 

The latter will give you all particulars regarding this mission, it would have been 
better for the mission, and each sister here that he had not come. 

This too may have happened for the best. I suppose it was because he was sick and 
suffering that he made it so unpleasant for us all. It has passed too, but not with pleasant 
recollections. 

He wrote for money to his superiors but did not receive it. He asked me for it, and 
said he would return it so I gave him one hundred dollars which I borrowed. Mr. Peters is 
not discharged as you will see from the enclosed letter. Hoping you are all well and 
wishing you all a thrice happy New Year with fondest love 


I remain, 
yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


P.S. Mother Provincial left here last night for Tucson. Love to dear M. Julia 


Fort Yuma, California 


Jan. 4, 1887 
Rev. M. Agatha 
Dearest Mother: 
I suppose you are anxious to hear from us. When I sent you the 
(illegible) 


much annoyed at the thought of having a clerk come here. I thought --- 
troubles if you were here and saw things as they really were you might ---- 
things differently. 

Our work is here and ---- he is a man who minds his own business. He 
is (illegible) for that reason most of ----to the sisters to do. 

I am expecting the Superintendent of schools from Washington every 
day. I would have written you sooner but having written to Commissioner I 
thought I would wait until I would hear from him. The answer came from -- 
--- through Father Stephan this morning which I will enclose. 

Our school is very well attended, our clerk sent a very nice account of it 
to Washington. He told the Commissioner he acted wisely in giving it to the 
sisters, --- he thought --- it was one of the best conducted Indian Schools and 
that the Sisters were working faithfully and patiently and were ---- the Indian 
children from savage to civilized habits fast. Enclosed amount, please accept-- 
I had intended to send more, but I sent it to San Diego and some to the 
Provincial house. Wishing you a very Happy New Year and love from all 
here, I remain, devotedly Sr. Amb. 


Many thanks for the pictures sent for Indians. 


Please return the enclosed letter. 


J.M.J. Ind. Training School 
Fort Yuma Cal. 
Jan. 30, 1887 
My dearest Mother 


Another return of your joyous feast recalls to my mind many reasons why I should 
offer you my most hearty congratulations accept from one who would fain your pathway 
strewn with flowers, if it was in her power to do so. My best wishes for a thrice happy 
feast and many happy returns. Has my silence seemed like forgetfulness? It may indeed 
but alas not a day passes without some grateful remembrence (sic), how often I had the 
paper and in fact commenced to write but you know Mother, what a failure it has proved to 
be. I am sending by this mail a real Yuma, it will interest you. It is the only recompense | 
ever received for my medical service from a poor old woman who was suffering very much 
and after she got well she made it and gave it to me in a great secret. They sell them in town 
to strangers for a dollar. They are made of clay and baked in the sun. They make many 
useful things and always manage to sell them. At present they are not many of them sick -- 
one little baby that Sr. Modesta baptized last week, her assistant’s child that we tease her so 
much about. (H)er Joe is lots of trouble to her sometimes and because she crossed him 
yesterday in something he threw his loaf in the fire. When Mother asked him why he did 
that, he pointed to Sr. M. he is faithful to his work but he will steal a loaf or two of bread 
when he gets the chance and it is hard to blame him when they so poor and hungry. 

Well Rev. Mother I do wish you could see my boys. In fact I think not the like of 
them are in America. Every little while I hear the Srs. say, O, those boys and like every 
other foolish admirer I think they expect too much from them. One thing is true they do 
really try to do what they think will make us happy. I am with them in the evening from 6 
to 8 o’clock and last evening one of the largest boys was fixed up as a sister and going 
through the rubrick (sic) of the office. They called me to see him and while I wanted to be 
real serious I could not keep from laughing he did it so gracefully they are dreadful mimics 
they take off everything they see, they call Mother Cap-e-tan and then forget what she says! 
She says she is helping me for the past week. Poor Sr. Aniceta is not able. She has been 
quite poorly for the past few weeks. The writing suited her very well as it required no 
exercise of the voice though the clerk so far has been no help. He would be quite a help to 
Mother if he did take hold and do his charge. It would give her more chance to go around. 
She is coughing dreadfully for the past month. Poor Mother her position is any but an 
enviable one. The clerk is no trouble to us any way, for I have not seen him since he has 
been here he never comes to the school he gave Mother Anita a piglet the day we took him 
to the penitentary (sic). Of course,they looked their best and without any exaggerated(ion) 
they looked well, all had new gray suits and a very pretty blue shirt. 70 children made 
quite an appearence (sic). The girls in red plaid suits looked very different from what they 
have been accustomed to wear. Mr. Gates, God bless him offers us every advantage to 
show them off, he had the boys to put the wood in the machinery and cut-trim, had the 
electric lights turned on, every thing that could be shown them was, and the poor prisoners 
were so kind to them they say they see such an improvement in them since the last time 
they were there, prisoners sang and played. They never put their hand on any thing. Mr. 
Gates says if that was that many white children there is not a thing they would not touch. 
We regret very much Mr. Gates resigning his position, he expects to leave on April 17 but 
many are of the opinin (sic) the Commissoner will privale (sic) on him to stay -- should he 
go away we will lose a good friend. We are to have a visit next week from the Governer 
(sic) and his wife, so we are drilling our children to look their best but that is the trouble, 
just when you want them to show what they know they will not open their mouths. I must 
not slight the poor girls for the two of them run the machine well, in fact, Sr.Salesia 
deserves a great deal of credit she works very hard and it requires an amount of patience 
they are so dull with the exception of afew. One girl can take hold and finish off what ever 
Sr. puts in the machine for her to do. Her experience with the other Indian children has 


been quite a help. There are more girls now than we ever had before and so contended we 
take them out one afternoon in the week and we find it does them a great deal of good it 
keeps them from wanting to go home. They are so proud they love to show off and then 
the poor parents like to see them, there could be 200 in school but he does that hoping they 
will get rations well I hope they will for they are starving some of the old people, really my 
dearest Mother I could keep on talking Indian all day forgetful of your precious time. 
Sincerely do I hope you will have an opportunity of seeing for yourself e’er (sic) very 
long. I feel ashamed of myself not writing to dear Mother Julia but I shall e’er (sic) long 
sent her a full account. Sr. Leontine is learning Yuma fast she nearly understands every 
word they say and can make them understand what she so wants them to do. She has a 
rare gift for learning she is such a good hand ( note: the rest of this letter is written in the 
margin of the page and part of it is missing making it very difficult to read and make any 
sense of it.) Again M. wishing you a happy, happy feast and every blessing is the 
sincerest wish of your devoted child, 


Sr. M. Alphonsa 
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Fort Yuma,Cal. 
April 6th. , ‘87 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Enclosed you will find a letter from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs asking to have an estimate of the positions and salaries for the 
next fiscal year. What shall I do about the names of the Sisters: Shall I send 
the same names for the same positions as were on the roll last year. We (next 
line is not legible) another inspection a few days ago. He did not seem to be 
as favorably impressed as the other two. He said the management of the 
Institution, the order and cleanliness of the apartments were superior to any 
Indian Institution he had visited, but he was not pleased with the children in 
school. He did not find fault with their studies but he said they were not 
obedient enough. He thought we should punish them or lock them up in 
prison when they disobeyed. I told him if we did that we would not have 
many Yumas left in school. He said he would advise them in Washington to 
compel the Indians to attend school. And then he would suggest that a 
Father be appointed to discipline the larger boys. He came at a very bad time. 
We had only thirty children present during his stay, the others went home 
sick and those we had there were so much excited by the sick and dying that 
they would not make a very favorable impression on any one. The black 
measles broke out among them and is carrying them off like flies. There were 
five deaths yesterday. One of Pasqual’s sons lost four children two of them 
attending school. He burned his Castle this morning he was affraid (sic) their 
spirits would remain in the Camp, so he did away with it. Our clerk was 
drunk all the time the Inspector remained here. He was not able to attend to 
his work. He said it was a shame to have sent such a man here. So along 
with the sickness we have our other trials, too. The sisters keep pretty well. I 
am begining (sic) to feel old and worn out. Wishing you a very happy Easter 
and with love from all here 

I remain, 
Devotedly your 
Sister Ambrosia 


P.S. As there is somethings in this letter of the Commissioner’s which will 
have to be answered immediately I thought I would not send it. The names 
must be sent as soon as I can hear from you. 
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Fort Yuma, Cal. 
April 6", 1887 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter reached me yesterday morning and gave the usual pleasure to 
hear from you. I received your dear anaversery (sic) letter of our arrival in beautiful 
Yuma, and it also was perused with pleasure. Many, many thanks dearest Mother for 
your kind remembrance. The sickness still continues among the Yuma children and 1s 
carrying them off fast. It seems to be black measles and lung fever. There were five 
deaths yesterday, and one this morning nine o’clock. I suppose many others before night. 
We had an opportunity of baptizing several . One of Pasqual’s sons lost 4 children. Do 
you remember Joe Tottreeah. His two little brothers who were attending school both 
died,and his two sisters. We have only thirty children in school now. Those who are not 
sick now are two weak to return. Pasqual is very feeble. I do not think we will have the 
slightest difficulty in having him baptized. He burned his old camp this morning, he said 
the spirits of those children will come around (next line is missing) their horses, and 
burned up everything around the place. If their spirit comes back now it can not find 
them for they have a new camp and everything new in it. 

We had a visit from the other Inspector. He did not seem so well pleased as the 
other two. The children were very much upset on account of the sickness, and it made 
them act sullen, and stubborn in the school rooms. He was under the impression that the 
sisters could not control them. He said he liked to see children go right to the B.Board 
when they were told and read out loud when they were told and that they should be 
punished and made do it. I told him (next line is missing) children we would get rid of 
them all, as their parents did not oblige them to come to school. They are left perfectly 
free to come or stay as they pleased. He said he would suggest in Washington that they 
compell (sic) the children to attend school. Then he would suggest a father be sent to 
take charge of the big boys, and punish the children when they disobey. He said as the 
apartments. for order, neatness, and cleanliness he had never seen better in an Indian 
school. 

The sisters are all well. The weather is beginning to get very warm. Wishing you 
a very pleasant Easter and with love from each of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

I remain, 
Yours devotedly, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 
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Indian School 
Fort Yuma, April 23, 1887 


Rev. Mother Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

Your welcome favor was duly received. Many, many thanks for the 
good news it contained. I am sure I would dearly love to return once more to 
our dear old home but this is more than I expected. May our dear Lord bless 
youfor your ? kindness. I hope nothing will happen to prevent me from 
going. Special Agent Heath who visited this school last, purchased a steam 
pump for this school in San Francisco. We expect the man on next week to 
put it up. He did that much good by his visit here. This morning I received 
word from W-- authorizing me to buy five cows, a span of mules, 13,000 
pound fence wire for garden, one heavy wagon, and a buggy for the use of the 
school. The latter not to exceed $200.00. I think judging from this sum, they 
intend giving us a very comfortable one. The Department has been very kind 
in granting everything we have asked and more too. I see from (the) Bishop’s 
letter that our clerk (next line illegible) 
count of us here. Poor old man, he is a perfect gentleman, so kind and 
respectful to the sisters, but he has one bad fault, that is he drinks too much. 

He has never been able to attend his quarterly reports since he has been 
here. Sister and I were obliged to make them out our selves. He got a good 
fright lately on account of his dissipation. He had eight very severe 
hemorrhages which made him think his final hour had come. 

Since he has recovered he has no desire for drink, so he may do better 
in future. 

I feel sorry for him, and hope he will do better for we will never get 
another clerk (next line illegible) 

(The following page may follow here, but it is not certain) 
to the sisters. He boards at the hotel, --- since his sickness he has not been able 
to leave his room, which is joining the office. Yesterday he ventured to cross 
the bridge for the first time, and went to the hotel for his dinner. As he was 
very feeble and remained out late in the evening I sent one of the Indians 
over for to assist him in crossing the bridge. The Indian went over and told 
him that Sister Ambrosia said he must come right home. The poor old man 
enjoyed it. He said he always knew the sisters were kind, but this proved it. 
He knew he was doing wrong and they wanted to remind him of it. 

The sickness is nearly over among the Indians. It was the saddest sight 
Tever witnessed. It swept them off rapidly. We baptized a great many of the 
children, and some grown persons too. It is a custom among them to destroy 
everything when they loose (sic) a member of the family. So you may 
imagine the destruction on the reservation after so many deaths. They killed 
about twenty five horses, burned their camps, wagons, food and clothing. So 
the poor Yumas are left in a destitute condition after the epidemic. Our 
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school children escaped well, only six died. They are returning to school 
again. 

Father Chaucot has been away nearly two weeks so we have had no 
Mass or Holy Communion during that time. The sisters are all well here, and 
on the other side too. I think Mr. Peters will remain next year, he seems well 
satisfied. The Inspector did not seem pleased with him, but it was not on 
account of his work, it was because he did not speak good English. He wanted 
me to discharge him he said, Government wanted teachers who speak good 
English and the children could not understand him. He said he would 
discharge him, I begged him not to, I told how good and faithful he was to his 
work, so he said no more. Now dearest Mother I will close hoping soon to 
hear from you and with fond love from all here. I remain as ever, 

Sr. Ambrosia 
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Fort Yuma, Cal 
May 3™, 1887 


Mother Assistant 
Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter was received in due time, and it was my intention to answer it 
immediately, but having some news to communicate which I knew would be pleasing to 
you, I thought I would wait. Last Sunday, the first day of our Blessed Mother’s month 
we celebrated the anniversary of our opening the Yuma school and on that day also we 
had poor old Chief Pasqual Baptized. He has been failing fast for some time past, so one 
day last week | sent for him, I told him I did not think he would live long, and asked him 
if he would not like to be Baptized. He waited a few moments before answering me, and 
then said, “Do you think it will be good for me?” I assured him that it would. Then said 
he. “I will be Baptized any day you say.” He left his camp a few days after and came to 
the Fort. I asked Father Chaucot if he would Baptize him on the first of May. He did but 
poor old Pasqual was not able to come to the Chapel, so Father Baptized him in his room. 
There were three or four Yumas present. Bill interpreted like a good fellow. He seemed 
to have such a desire to be Baptized and he did everything Father told him. He told 
Father that he never heard of God or Heaven or Baptism until the sisters came here. 
Father was his Godfather. Some of the Yumas were very much displeased with me for 
asking him to doit. The sub-chief came up the next morning to give me a talking to, but 
Bill would not interpret for him. He told the sub-chief he did not know what he was 
talking about. That the sisters had never told them to do anything wrong, and if it were 
wrong they would not have asked Pasqual to do it. Poor old man he will soon go to 
Heaven. 


The sisters here are pretty well. Sr. Germain has been quite sick lately, the Dr. 
says she has Pleurisy. Sr. Emeliana is about the same. Love to dear Rev. Mother and a 
large share for yourself from all here. Hoping soon to hear from you, I remain 


Yours sincerely 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma, Cal. 
May 9th '87 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

This morning's mail brought me your dear missive which 
afforded me sweet pleasure, and as I have such precious and consoling news 
to convey, I concluded to answer immediately. The first day of our Lady's 
month, and the anniversry of our opening the Yuma School was celibrated 
(sic) by an event and ceremony, which has repaid us for our year's hard toil 
and labor, and will be a memorial day for the Yuma missionaries, it was the 
baptism of poor old Pasqual. Pasqual had been ill for some time, and I was 
not a little uneasy fearing he would die. Just two weeks ago tonight I 
promised myself that should God spare me till morning I would send for 
him and ask if he would be baptized. He came and our good Bill interpreted 
for me. I told him he was not going to live long, and would he not like to be 
baptized, and go to Heaven? After thinking a few moments, he asked, Do 
you think it will (be) good for me? I answered, Yes. He at once consented, 
and told me to tell him when I wished it to take place, for me to appoint the 
day. I consulted Fr. Chaucot and we selected May 1, it being the anniverary , 
also the feast of our good father St Joseph. Pasqual came to the Fort and 
remained with us after I had asked him, and we hoped he would be able to 
come to our little chapel to be baptized, but he was not, his feet being very 
much swollen, and his strength quite exhausted. Father peformed the 
ceremony in his room, and it was truly edifying and most consoling to 
witness it. He seemed truly to desire it, and wished to do everything just as 
Father directed. I was greatly censured by some of the Indians for proposing it 
to Pasqual, but he rebuked them saying, he knew what he was doing, likewise 
the Srs . for them not to trouble themselves, so that settled it, and we have 
heard nothing since. Last Tuesday his son and daughter visited him, and 
finding him growing worse they concluded to take him down to the Camp, 
he at first objected, but to satisfy them he finally consented, turning to me , he 
said, I will return when I get strong . He grew worse every day , and this 
morning at four o'clock our dear Lord called him home. Tuesday I went 
down to the Camp to see him, not thinking however that he would 
recognize us, as the Indians had told us that he was unconscious. To my great 
surprise he knew me, clasped my hand, and his eyes sparkled, showing the 
pleasure it gave him to see the sisters. When we were leaving he said good by 
to each of us Poor old Pasqual, we feel that we have lost a friend in him. 
They kept his body five hours (usual time two.) From the hill we saw the 
funeral rite and it was indeed curious. During the past week he was robed 
just as they wished to be when dead. He wore a green silk scarf, having a 
large rosette in the center, about his head, and being in his younger days a 
brave warrior, and gone to many a battle, his equipments were placed near 


him. These consisted of his horse wearing a bell, war plume, spear, bow and 
arrow. Before burning the body, they went through a programme, similar to 
what was customary when going to war. Two horses were decked in gaudy 
trimmings , and two men appointed to ride them, one his own son the other 
a compnion of his youth. The son wore his father's war plume and, they 
rode up and down past the corpse four times and two shots were fired, the 
signal for battle. After some time they dismounted and the horses were led to 
the spot where a man was prepared to slay them , fine spirited animals they 
were but with the stroke of an axe they fell and were buried in a hole prepared 
before hand , and over this spot Pasqual was placed on the funeral pile, 
together with all they had, clothing, implements, food, and everything was 
set ablaze, and in a few minutes there was but a small heap of ashes. The 
crying and lamentation was terrible to hear. It made us all feel very sad, but at 
the same time happy to think he had received such a great grace in his last 
hours, and died an old saint. May he intercede with our dear Lord for his 
Pagan tribe. I fear they will have great trouble with their new Chief. Bill told 
me the Indians were all coming to see me. I will let you know the results of 
our meeting. I am just as well pleased not to go to Carondelet for we are 
having some work settling our accounts at the close of the year. Love to dear 
M. Julia and your dear self from all here. 


I remain 
Yours sincerely 
Sr. Ambrosia 
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Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Cala. 
July 15th, 1887 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter was received yesterday morning and read 


visit dear old Carondelet once 
more, and make a good retreat. The Sister 


point, even the grown persons 
would not go, fearing something would happen to them. 


With fond love to dear Rev. Mother, and a large share for 
yourself, 


I remain sincerely, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


St. Matthew’s Church 


1415 H Street N.W. 


Washington, D.C., Aug. 20, 1887 


(O’Neil) 
Sister Mary O’Neale (Sr. M. Ambrosia) 


Fort Yuma, Cal (sic) 
My dear Sister: 


I beg to inform you that Mr. Emile Solignac, a nephew of mine, has been 
appointed industrial teacher by the government authorities, at Fort Yuma school which is 
under your direction. He is 24 years of age, speaks english and french and has received a 
very fair education. He has been carefully brought up, he has some experience in 
agricultural work both in France (his father is a farmer) and in this country. He is 
intelligent, and has no bad habits, is willing to render himself useful and will be too 
happy to work under you direction. | trust that you will be pleased with him and his work 
and | need not add that I am fully persuaded that you will treat him kindly and that you 
will make some allowances for his want of experience in the position which he is about to 
take. He will leave here on the 29" day of this month. I shall feel extremely grateful for 
any kindness you may show my nephew. Card. Gibbons having invited me to 
accompany him to the Pacific coast this autumn I may perhaps have the opportunity of 
seeing you. I would request you to inform me concerning the manner the young man gets 
along. He I hope will attend satisfactorily to all you outdoor work. 


Your obedient servant, 


P.L. Wapelle D.D. 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, August 28th ‘87 
Rev. M. Agatha 
Dearest Mother: 

We reached home safely Friday morning and gave all at the Fort 
quite a surprise as they did not expect us so soon. We were quite fortunate, 
and had a very pleasant trip. I had half fare permits for six sisters to Deming. 
The Gentleman to whom Sister Perpetua sent the letter gave me the seventh 
permit without hesitation. When we reached Deming I had half fare permits 
for only four, so we could make no other arrangement there, but pay full fare 
for three sisters to Tucson. It rained all the time we were traveling through 
Colerado (sic), and New Mexico, when we reached Arizona, on both sides of 
the track as far as we could see was a perfect lake of water. The train meeting 
ours met with a terrible accident at Needles on account of it. The Conductor 
on our train received a telegram, but had not heard the number of lives lost. 
The train was robbed near Deming a few days before. The men were not 
caught. It is not very safe to travel in this direction just now. The Indians 
were delighted to see us back. We had no reception at the train as no one 
expected us that day. The Chief and several others came as soon as they heard 
we were home, and gave us a hearty welcome. He was delighted with his suit 
and other things for his family. I have not seem him dressed up yet. The 
others were delighted with their presents. Bill told me everything that 
happened from the time we left until we returned. One day they had quite a 
little excitement at the Fort so Bill and Homer went through the Programme 
for us. It seems Mr. Peters suspected one of the Indians for stealing his 
money, the same man stole some of his nails and paint, and was looking 
around to see what more he could find. Mr. Peters had been watching him 
some time, so all at once he made a race after the Indian. They both ran all 
around the different buildings, and Peters screaming after the Indian, he at 
last caught him, and gave him a good beating with a stick. The sisters were 
very much frightened. Peters was so angry they were afraid he would kill 
him. I don’t think the poor Indian will ever come up on this hill again. You 
would have to laugh if you saw the Indians go through the performance. 
William is approved for this year, but our Industrial Teacher will be sent 
from Washington. I will enclose a letter from his Uncle. Poor old Captain 
Tom came over at five o’clock this morning to see us. He looked all around 
for us, then he went to Sr. Alphonse to know if we were in bed. She said, we 
were in the Chapel saying our prayers, he came to the door and looked in for 
a few minutes them concluded he would not wait, so he walked in and gave 
us a good shake hands, and said it was good we were home. Poor Yumas they 
feel sisters are their friends. The sisters are all very well. They baptized an 
Indian a few days ago, he is dying slowly. I hope you are feeling better than 
when we left there. Love to dear M. Julia and a large share to your dear self. 
Do please say a prayer for the success of our school. We will have another 
Washington man here this year. Our clerk is here yet and doing well. 
Hoping soon to hear from you, 


I remain, 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. M Ambrosia 
P.S. Sisters all send love. 


Indian School 
Fort Yuma, Cal. Sept. 9,1887 


Mother Assistant 
Very dear Mother: 


You no doupt (sic) are anxiously awaiting a letter from this beautiful spot. Well. 
we reopened school last Monday and have quite a number of children but many of the old 
are to return yet. Antoinett is married. Bill the Interpreter will leave us tomorrow. He is 
going back to the Mohave Reservation. He says the Yumas do not want him here so. he 
thought it better to leave for a while. He feels very lonesome. He asked me to send for 
him anytime I needed an Interpreter and he would come right down. 


The Pima Agent sent me word that he could not have the children ready before 
the first of October: Those are the Papagos. Our Industrial Teacher arrived here from 
Washington last Sunday morning. He seems to be a very nice young man, and takes a 
deep interest in every thing about the place. He and Mr. Peters have told me that our 
clerk is working against the school. They say several men in Yuma have told them that 
he shakes hands with them and says that he will break up our school. The sisters told me 
that he had completely changed Bill during my absence from here. He told Bill that it 
was not necessary to have that water put on their heads in order to be saved. He ridicules 
religion on every occasion. | have written to the Commissioner to have him dismissed 
from this schoo] at the earliest possible date as he is not working in harmony with us. 
The Indians came to me this morning to know when I was going away. They said they 
had been told that I was going to be sent away and they were very sorry. They said | 
knew them and they knew me and they did not want me to leave here. I told them I was 
not going so they went home satisfied. This is some more of his talk. He is as sweet as 
pie when he is speaking to me and not an unpleasant word has passed between us. | 
suppose he has been influenced by those bigots over in Yuma. Please have the sisters 
pray that they may take him away soon. I suppose this is our cross for the present. 


The sisters here are right well, also the sisters over in Yuma. Mother A. Desales 
and her little Community are very happy and content, and have a good school. Now dear 
Mother I will close this letter asking a daily memento in your fervent prayers for the 
success of out school. We have considerable opposition this year. Walter is writing you 
today. Love to dear Rev. Mother and a large share for yourself. I remain, 


Yours sincerely 


Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. Miguel’s suit fits him perfectly he looks lovely in it, and is highly pleased with all 
his gifts. 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Oct. 30" 1887 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 

Your long looked for letter reached me a few days ago after taking a trip to the 
dead letter office in Washington. It was sent there on account of being addressed to Fort 
Yuma Cal, instead of Yuma, Arizona. 


We are having a dreadful time with our Indians this year. Miguel had proved 
himself a very poor Chief. To crown it we lost one of the best boys we had in school a 
few days ago. We think he died of Typhoid fever, he was sick only a few days. The 
Indians are very much worked up about it. They told me that Miguel wanted them to take 
their children home, he said if the children were left in school they would all die by and 
by. The children have returned but we find it very hard to get along with them. Please 
have a novena made or I fear very much if this continues our school will be a failure. 


Our Clerk has gone, but my opinion is that he is the cause of the mischief among 
those poor Indians. The sisters have not been very well lately. You will see the account 
of the feast the Indians had last week, also the narrow escape Mr. Gates had in not being 
killed by his prisoners. His recovery is very doubtful, he was stabbed through the left 
lung. The wound is dreadful. 


Now dear Mother with fond love to dear Rev. Mother and yourself from all here, | 
remain 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


Indian training School 
Fort Yuma, Ca. 
Nov. 20th, 1887 

Rev. M. Agatha 

Very dear Mother: 

Your precious letter just received, needless for me to say the 
pleasure it brought now in our time of trial. I am pleased however, to be able to 
say, that quite a change for the better has taken place among our poor Pagans 
since last you heard from us. Several have returned to school, and show a much 
better disposition than hereto for. No doubt it is owing to the fervent prayers 
that are being offered for us. 

We had a visit from Father Stephan and Bishop Salpointe last week. 
The former remained one day and night here at the Fort. The latter remained 
with Father Chaucot. Father Stephan came just in time to help us out of 
difficulty. He gave Captain Miguel a good scolding, and told him he must send 
his children to school, and if he was not willing to send them here, the great 
Father in Washington would send an order to take their children by force and 
place them in an Eastern school. This frightened them considerably. Miguel 
promised Father to send the children back and they are coming slowly. Father 
Stephan told me that as soon as he had entered into conversation with C. Miguel 
that he could see that he had been influenced by some bigots in Yuma. He 
expressed their sentiments and not his own. After Father left here, C. Miguel 
came to see me, and said that he would get all the children he could for school. 
He said that he did not like that man from Washington, he did not talk right to 
him. He said they were not going to give their children to that man, they would 
give them to the Sisters for the Sisters knew the Indian and and the Indians 
knew the Sisters. 

Our Physician and clerk arrived here last week. He is an unmarried 
man about thirty years of age, and a good Catholic. He is quite different from 
the one we had before. I think the Dr. intends to do his work. He said some of 
our friends began talking to him, but he stopped it immediately. He said he was 
a Catholic and did not want to listen to any such talk. We had two sick patients 
last week, one died this morning and the other will die soon, both were baptized. 
Father Chaucot comes as regularly as clock work to attend to our spiritual 
wants. The Sisters are all well, but have been very much discouraged lately, we 
have had such a fearful time. Father Stephan said that we must expect a terrible 
conflict, that his poor people belong entirely to the devil, and of course he would 
do all he could to frighten us, and hold his own. Really at times you would 

imagine that he was let loose on this house. If our children continue as they are 
now the storm has passed at least for awhile. Father Stephan told me when he 
took this school he thought they were all Christian and seemed quite surprised 
to find it otherwise. Does it not seem strange? Our Lord wants the poor Yumas. 
The Sisters from Yuma were here yesterday, they are well and happy. How I 
wish you could come right away. I am longing for the time when I will see you 
here. Love to dear M. Julia, anda large share for your dear self from all here. 
Many thanks for all your prayers and Masses. 
In the Sacred Heart 
I remain devotedly yours 
Sister M. Ambrosia 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Dec. 13, 1887 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 


Your precious letter was received the 8" inst. Many, many thanks for your kind 
remembrance, and pretty picture. I am happy to be able to say to you that a marked 
change has taken place among our Indians here. The Chief is all we could desire him to 
be. He shows a great interest in the school and the Dr. thinks ere long he will become a 
Christian. He goes to Mass with the Dr. on Sunday and comes to Benediction with the 
children on Sunday afternoon. | think the prayers you are having offered for the poor 
Yumas are having a powerful effect. Sister Alphonse is having some of her little boys 
write to you. So you may see the progress they have made since school opened. Father 
Stephan’s lecture to Miguel had a wonderful effect, he has been a different man since. 


We are having cold, damp, windy weather here. Three sisters are sick. Sister 
Berchmans from Oakland is very poorly. She coughs continualy (sic). Sister Aniceta too, 
has been feeling very poorly, and Sister Leontine is laid up with Inflamitary (sic) 
Rheumatism. Our dear Lord is indeed trying us this year. 


The Agent has not sent us the Papigo (sic) girls yet. Dear Mother I am sending by 
this mail some of our dear Yuma pictures. I think you will recognise (sic) two of them, 
Bill and Mary. I wish I could send you the picture of our pupils, but we have never had 
an opportunity to have them taken. I nearly forgot to tell you that we have opened a little 
hospital for our sick in the building formerly used by Gonzales. Seven of the children are 
sick from Mumps as some of the Indians from the Reservation are here, too. I was 
pleased to hear that Father Zephyrin’s health has so much improved. May our dear Lord 
restore him to perfect health is my fervent prayer. I will have Sister comply with your 
request and give him the most interesting items of our mission. 


Give fond love to Rev. Mother. I am looking forward and patiently waiting for 
her visit. and trust she will come next month. Now dear Mother with fondest love from 
myself and all the sisters I remain, 


Sincerely yours, 
Sr Ambrosia 


UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma Arizona Jan 12, ’88 
(?) 
Rev. Mother Agatha 


Very dear Mother: 
Having afew moments this afternoon, I took the advantage of spending them with 


you. We are kept very busy all the time, working with our little Indians more so, on 
account of the sisters being sick, Sister Leontine and Sister Aniceta have both been quite 
sick, but are better now. We have a Domican (sic) Father here sent by Bishop Mora, he is 
a little saint. He says that he will baptize every child on the hill before leaving here. 

We will have Inspector Gardner here next week he will stay all week. God knows what 
will come from it. I wish you could come right away, and see us. I long for the time when 
it will come to pass. I send (sic) amount of (for) goods purchased in Carondelet last 
summer, and one hundred for yourself. With fond love from all the sisters and a large 


share from myself, 
I remain, es 
Yours devotedly, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Feb. 1888 
(First page of letter very difficult to read) 


Rev. Mother Agatha 


Very dear Mother: 
Your kind letter came to hand in due time and brought with it the 
usual pleasure. Last Sunday morning the__ Supt. from 


Washington arrived at Fort Yuma on his visit of inspection and remained 
until Tuesday morning. He seemed much pleased with the attendance of the 
children and everything connected with the school. He said it was wonderful 
how we kept them in school so regularly in the beginning. He seems to think 
we will have a grand school in the near future. He has written the Ind. Agent 
in Arizona to send us fifty Papago girls, He said he would try and have some 
of the Mission Indians sent here from Ariz also. If he carries our his design 
we will have quite a number of children here. He told me he thought 
Government would furnish rations to the Indians this year, also furnish 
them with agricultural implements. 

We are to have a Physician appointed for the Indians. He is a good 
Catholic, and is at present in Ogdenburg, New York. He said I should apply 
for a Carpenter also to teach the boys. He was delighted with the way the girls 
managed the sewing machines. Sister has trained eight of them to run the 
Machines and they showed off to advantage when he visited the sewing 
room. Some of them were gathering ruffles for dresses, others were 
hemming and others sewing on different articles. Our clerk said to him, “I 
told you this was one of the best Indian schools in the service” now you can 
see for yourself. I think he gave us more credit than we deserve, but I 
suppose it is to encourage us. 

Our clerk is quite sickly he had a severe hemorrhage last night, poor 
man, he does not take proper care of his health. He drinks too much 
occasionally, but he is very kind and respectfully (sic) to us, never comes near 
the place when he has it token(?). Rev. Fr. Adam sent me word this week 
that he would send us a Chaplain in March. He thinks it a pity we should be 
without Mass. I have not any idea of whom it can be. Now dearest Mother as 
I have told you all the news of interest I will close hoping soon to hear from 
you again. 

Pasqual was much pleased with his shirts. 

Fond love from all the sisters here to dear Mother Julia and a large 
share for yourself. I remain devotedly 

Sr. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma Calif. 
Feb. 26, 1888 


My dearest Mother: 

I ought and would have written you long e’er (sic) this, but I knew you heard the 
good news from both our dear Rev. Mother and M. Ambrosia. such a change can only be 
attributed to the powerful prayers that has (have) been offered for our poor Yumas. Father 
Newell in speaking said never was it known that God had forsaken those whose 
conversion had been the desire of fervent prayers. We shall pray every day that you may 
come to see for yourself the wonderful changes in your poor Yumas, it would do your 
heart good Mother to see them make the way of the Cross and singing the Stabat-Mater. 
Their fine voices seem grander than ever in that mournful plaint. The Rosary the(y) say 
every night after instructions, the(y) sing the Apostles Creed and hymns in between the 
way the Fathers taught them and the(y) take to that way of praying. (T)heir instructions 
have been a great help to me. For three weeks the(y) instructed them three hours a day and 
we are keeping it up by two hours, one hour in the morning and from half past seven till 
half past eight at night. Great changes have been made and everything goes on so much 
better. The Fathers fixed (it) before they left and Sr. Salesia says it is the only Fr. 
Zephyrin’s idea they carried out. The sewing room is the Girls school-room, the dining 
room the girls dormitory, the kitchen their wash room and bath room and clothes room all 
right together (no confusion). The boys dormitory is the dining room and the room back of 
it the kitchen there is far more air in it than in the one they had. Poor Sr. Modesta feels like 
saying a hundred times a day God bless Fr. William. Where the Chapel was is the little 
boys school room and where Fr. Zephyrin’s room was is the large boys school room. The 
boys school room is now the boys dormitory -- the sewing room is where the little girls 
slept. There is to be a fence and Sisters and girls are to be inside that, the boys all outside. 
I am perhaps taking up too much of your precious time but I know how everything 
regarding the poor Yumas interests you Holy Mass is said on Sunday morning in the 
dining room. There is a temporiary (sic) altar -- 74 Boys and 42 Girls and 9 Sisters makes 
quite a congregation. How agreebly (sic) surprised I was to have for my helper my old 
Mother. I was afraid she would not like it but happy I am to say she is delighted. She is 
quite taken with the little boys but Fr. William has his eye on her for the girls and I suppose 
after another Sr. comes I will loose(sic) her in fact while Fr. William was here, she had to 
go to the girls, but having the boys seperated (sic) I could not be in the bathroom. We have 
a new priest just from Louvain and if he is to remain here he will learn their language. He 
is very Zelous (sic) the true missionary Spirit one that would suit Fr. William I am sure. 
Fr. William may be back this week with some children he wants to get some good Christan 
(sic) Indian girls he thinks it would be a good example for ours. Fr. Newell is one of St. 
Joseph asylum boys. He remembers Srs. Dominic and George better than anyone. He 
bears for our Sisters a deep affectionate regard. About 200 Yumas were baptised (sic) 
nearly all children. We read with great interest Fr. Zephyrin’s account in his “Pilgrim” and 
we feel confident we have his, prayers and sympathy. Our dear Rev. Mother’s visit was 
much shorter than we looked for, it seems just like a dream she stayed so short. Well, dear 
Mother I have a favor to ask of you, our dear M. Ambrosia requested me to make a sick 
burse for her before St. Joseph’s Day and not knowing how to fit the little burse for the 
Blessed Sacrament, I had an inspiration you would send it to me and a little clasp. I have 
everything else. I am pleased to know you were so delighted with the childrens (sic) letters 
that was a memirable (sic) event for them. How is my dear Fr. Innocent. I have not heard 
from him for a long time. I hope he is well give him my affectionate regards. I must say he 
is the one I miss the most. You will in your charity excuse the appearence (sic) of this. 
Right now there are about twenty big and little boys asking about as many questions and 
Joseph Homar is reading or rather spelling Fr. Z. “Pilgrim”. Sisters all send you their 
fondest love. With deep affection your grateful child 

Sr. Alphonsa 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Arizona 
March 2nd '88 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 

Your precious missive has been received. Many thanks for all 
interesting news contained therein. I could have written ere this but I knew 
our dear Rev. Mother would give you all interesting items of this place. We 
enjoyed her visit very much though it was much shorter than I expected. She 
and Mother Liguori were in time to see some of our poor little Yumas 
baptized. There are 100 children attending school now, all baptized, about the 
same number baptized on the reservation between children and grown 
persons. The first marriage will be performed in our Chapel tomorrw by Rev. 
Father Chaucot between a young Indian boy and girl. They will go to 
Confession and Communion first. The two Dominican have gone and we 
have a very nice young priest sent by the bishop of Tucson. He is to take 
charge of the Indian, learn their language and instruct them. Sr. Alphonse 
told you all about the children. I will not repeat. They are growing better 
every day. I wrote to Father Zephyrin giving him all items I could learn from 
the Indians and hope they will prove satisfactory. Dear Mother, I will send 
one of our quarterly school reports of the children we have no monthly 
reports, but if there any other reports Sr. would like to have, she could send 
us the different blanks and we will fill them out for her. There is but one 
quarterly report, but there are twenty or thirty property reports - hoping this 
will answer and asking a little memento in your prayers. You are not 
forgotten by the poor Yumas. 


I remain, Yours Sincerely 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


PS. 

Mother, I wish you would send me habit material for three habits & the 

lightest material you have for three veils. Send bill with it. 
Sr. A. 


Fort Yuma Indian School, 
Yuma Ariz, Mar. 3% 1888 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 


I hope the enclosed reports are what you want. If not, Sister could send her 
blanks and we will fill them out for her. Rev. Mother went to see my sister in San 
Francisco who is there on a mission. I was delighted to hear from her. The sisters here 
and across the river are well. Sr. Emiliana is about the same. 


Sister Celestia takes great interest in the little Indians and seems very happy here. 
Sr.Elvira too,likes her mission. I will send you a quarterly report of our children. You 
will see how many little Christians we have in school. I wish you could visit us I know 
you would be delighted to see them, there is such a marked improvement since they were 
baptized. You are not forgotten by our little dusky faces. 


I wish you would send me 200 medals of St. Benedict. They are begging for them 
all the time. With much love from all here 


I remain in the S.H. 


Sr. Ambrosia 


~ 
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Indian Training School 
Nov. 4, 1888 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 


Your postal and pictures were received in due time for which I return many 
thanks. The little Rosaries you sent some time ago, I gave to some of the large girls. 


They promised me they would say their prayers loud if I would give each one, so they 
kept their promise. 


We have seventy children now attending school which is pretty fair considering 
the present difficulty. They are much better than we have ever found them. The old 
Indians too are willing to do anything we say. We have not any of the children from the 
Arizona side. They still cling to their leader. The answer I received from the Department 
was that they had notified Wells Fargo Co. in San Francisco that steps must be taken to 
put a stop to his interference with the Indians. I think before this trouble ends he will lose 
his position. The R.R. Agent here has taken quite an active part to see that he will lose it. 


The Indian Agent has not made his appearance yet. I heard that he would come 
here next week and appoint Capt. Jose, Chief. I think this is only talk but I do think he 
and F. Townsend are friends. When he gets here I will be a better judge in the matter. 


The sisters are pretty well. Sr. Elvira seems to be a little better. She made a 
novena and since she seems more contented. Fort Yuma is a good place to detach oneself 
from earth and creatures. Love to all the dear sisters from all here. A large share for 
your dear self. I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Love to dear Rev. Mother. 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma Cala. Dec. 17" 1888 


Mother Assistant 


Dearest Mother: 


Your precious missive reached me in due time and brought the usual consolation. 
Many, many thanks for all the pretty things you so kindly sent for the feast of St. 
Ambrose | assure you I highly appreciated your thoughful remembrance. 


We are having delightful weather here, the sisters are all well, but an epidemic of 
Typhoid Fever has broken out among our children which has given the sisters much 
additional work. We have not had any deaths so far, but three of our children have 
received the Sacrament of Extreme Unction. There seems to be very little hope of their 
recovery, God only knows. 


Mr. Peters wrote to Washington saying that we owe him for two months work and 
over time. | have enclosed a copy of their letter. The Government has given provisions 
to the old Indians. Mr. Willis who has charge of the Gov. Property on the other side is 
Assist. Clerk. 


Many thanks for having us enrolled in the association of the Holy Land. The 
sisters send their offering. Love to dear Rev. Mother, all the sisters, a large share for 
your own dear self. The children are writing Christmas letters to you. Wishing you all a 
merry Christmas and many returns. [ remain, 


Yours devotedly, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. One of our children has just died, a girl of 16 years. Her death was lovely. 


a me 


J.M.J. Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma Dec. 19, 1888 


My own dear Mother Julia 
With what feelings of love and gratitude I unite with my dear boys in wishing you a 
happy Christmas. May the lovely Infant Jesus from his lowly crib, shed on you his most 
abundant graces and may you be spared for many years to labor in his vineyard is my 
earnest prayer for you. How happy the days pass with those poor children. [ can scarcely 
realize I am going on three years here. I have grown so strong in every way. I have 
reason to thank God a thousand times for his great mercy in sending me here and my 
favorite aspiration is may it be the will of God to stay here all my life. The only wish | 
have is that you may have the great happiness of seeing them, it is an event in their lives, 
their letter writing. I would enter into details but I know our dear Mother keeps you well 
informed and your time is limited. I could not trespass on it. I am sitting by the bed of one 
of the sick boys he has been anointed and received Holy Viaticum he is resting quietly for 
a few hours. There are three boys and one little girl the sister and two brothers of the girl 
that died. The 17th. Dec. was memirable (sic) day at the dear old Fort when our poor 
Indian girl was buried with all the prayers of our holy Mother Church. Everything was 
made as solemn as possible in order to impress the poor Indians. She had been enrowled 
(sic) in the scauplar (sic), but she was buried in white her name was Lilly and every thing 
around her was as pure as her name. The cover was not put on the coffin until she was at 
the grave. Four Srs. carried her into the chapel where high Mass and all the funeral 
services were preformed (sic). Then four gentlemen carried her to the grave. Sisters, 
School girls, school boys, the chief seemed to think his place was-in front with the priest 
but no one found fault as we were glad to see him take such an interest. At first we thought 
they would not dig the grave, but Mother sent for Miguel and told him to have it dug so he 
did. Some thought she ought to have been taken to the Yuma graveyard but others, that on 
the grounds and teach the children to go to pray and keep her grave in order would help 
greatly to get them over the natural fear they have of death. They never look at them after 
they are dead. They seemed pleased to see every thing so nice, and talk of Lilly as we do 
without any fear. You remember of course, we never mention their names after they are 
buried. 
We have quite a large school now, there is no running away from school any more. 
They are taking a great interest and want to lea. Sr. Edmond has the little boys, it was a 
great cross for me to give them up for I do really like the little ones but I am with them 
every evening from after supper until bedtime. They say their rosary every evening when 
the bell rings to see them run “to pray”. They like Sr. Edmond very much, and she does 
not spare herself. She had a lovely spirit of faith and prayer that will surely do the good 
work for them. She has a nice voice and they like to hear her sing. That is what they like 
as Sr. Celestia no more than myself could do much for them in that way. Itis time I would 
finish about those boys but knowing your heart for them. I have taken so much of your 
time. My dear Father seems to have forgotten all about me remember me to him and during 
the holidays I must write to him. To our dear Rev. Mother my very best love. Begging a 
share in your fervent prayers 
Sr. Alphonsa Lamb 


Fort Yuma School 
Yuma Arizona, 
Jan. 3™, 1889 


Mother M. Julia 
My very dear Mother: 


Your precious letter and box containing the articles for Bill Mohave came in 
yesterday's mail. Many, many thanks for same. I gave the box to Bill and he was very 
much pleased indeed. Bill requested me to say to you that he would wear the medal you 
sent him, and that he was very thankful to you for your kind remembrance of him, and 
that he was thinking about becoming a christian. Poor Bill seems to have quite a 
struggle to leave off his old habits and customs. 


Since Rev. Mother was here we had about seventy children baptized. They nearly 
all belong to the school. Next week the Chief and several other couples will be married. 
Bishop Montgomery wrote to me that he would be here on the 20" of this month to give 
Confirmation. 


We have not had any Washington company lately. No doubt the Supt. of Schools 
will soon visit us. 


All here are pretty well. Four sisters are in Tucson where they have made their 
retreat. We expect them home tomorrow. We are having very pleasant weather here. | 
am sure dear Rev. Mother is very tired after her long journey. Give her my fondest love. 


I was sorry indeed to hear of dear Sister Aniceta’s severe illness. Well, there is 


nothing but misery and suffering in this vale of tears. It will be well when it is all at an 
end. Now dear Mother wishing you a very Happy New Year | remain, 


Yours Affectionedly (sic) 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Thanks for the kind remembrance of the Feast of St. Ambrose 


Fort Yuma School 
Jan. 14 1889 


Mother M. Julia 
Very dear Mother: 


When I last wrote you we were expecting the death of some of our children from 
Typhoid fever. Since, we have lost four — three boys and one girl. The eldest boy was 
about sixteen, the other two were about ten years of age. The girl, a sister to the eldest 
boy was about fourteen. They have left a little brother and sister who are just recovering 
from the fever. Their deaths especially the eldest boy were beautiful. Father attended 
them all through their sickness, they received the last sacraments and were (rest of this 
line is not legible). One was an Apache the other three were Yavapias. We buried them 
in the old burying ground at the foot of the hill. The Yuma boys were pall bearers. The 
Yumas were quite disappointed as they thought we would give them up to be cremated. 
There are many dying here yet from the fever. It seems to be a very fatal form. 


I heard that dear Rev. Mother is in Los Angeles (not legible) we will soon have a 
visit from her. We are having a great deal of rain here this season which makes it rather 
unhealthy. We received your picture from dear Mother Ludwina about Christmas time. I 
think it is very good we were delighted to get it. The children did not know it at first but 
soon found out who it was. I will enclose the money you requested for each sister. | had 
intended sending it before but forgot it. 


Mr. Peters wrote to the Secretary of the Interior about his money but they gave 
him no satisfaction. With fond love from all here, 


I remain, 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma Calif. 
Jan. 21, ’89 


My own dear Mother. 

One year ago today that our poor pagan children became Christians. I am trying all 
I can to make them feel how great it is for them to be baptized. I had the two brightest boys 
to write you. It will help add to their rememberance (sic) of the day. May God reward 
your sweet charity for the enclosed. For some time I am feeling badly owing to the spirit 
that has gotten into our once happy home. I prayed very fervently that God would sent 
you. He did not refuse me for a beautiful crayon picture of you came Xmas eve. I feel like 
this mission belongs to you, and the sentiments and feelings you left in it would be 
imparted again by your presence but I must submit to God’s holy will who does everything 
for the best. May our dear Rev. Mother’s visit have the desired effect -- in spite of all 
opposition our children are improving the devil is hard to conquer and we see many 
instances of the poor children trying to overcome themselves like in the instance of the little 
Apache cripple how they carried him to the grave yard, it was a mediation (sic) for me to 
see how hard they tried to do what they were told and are a thousand times dearer to me 
today than ever they have been before. God’s grace is working in them. The old Ind. tell 
them not to be Christians and the poor children try to do what we tell them anyhow. 
Vincent is a very good boy and I am sure God will work much through him, his father is 
very proud of him and he is now the brightest boy in my room, it is wonderful the progess 
(sic) he is making, every one notices him as soon as they see him now. When you would 
compare him with the little nude lad that came to school, do you remember how he got the 
name? I hope he will be a second Vincent De Paul he answers his prayers and catechism, 
more like a boy who has always been a catholic. | suppose you will have a laugh. (a 
connecting part of this letter is missing between pp. 4 and 5) You hear, Sister no holy 
water! One day they upset the jar and spilled some and it was a great comfort to see their 
sorrow. The little boys do far better away from the large boys, and Sr. Edmund is not 
sparing herself. I was in hopes Fr. William so near he would come and give us another 
misson (sic) for Sr. E. would be instructed very much by listing (sic) to him - they have to 
be told so simply everything. The Co-co-pahs are all baptized and they told us Fr. William 
would be here in six days, the time is near up and we hear no more about him. The 
children seem delighted when they heard he was coming. Your letters are prized very 
highly to see the poor children trying to read them. A few could read them right off but that 
Sr. Julia was a great stumbling block. Sr. Julia no good Mother Julia. I had to get a note 
that had been written by mother to show them that Mother called herself Sr. too. Sr. 
Ambrosia all right but Mother Julia. The girls are so much improved that we ourselves can 
not realize it. They never think of running to town any more. The last Inspector said they 
looked the neatest and most intelligent he had met for pure Indians. I pick up a little scrap 
of paper I found after Vincent and I sent it to Father and he will give it to you. God never 
sends across but He sends something to sweeten it, when I see written on their slates or on 
the blackboard, O Jesus teach us to love you! or some such. I am well rewarded for my 
labor and itis a stimulant to keep on. I forget the holy water but they would not think of 
such a thing as going to bed without it, perhaps 20 or 30 crosses at one time. Our dear 
little Father is making great progess (sic) with the Yuma he is very zealous. I suppose 
Mother told you all about a niece of poor old Pasqualle’s (sic) the first Yuma who received 
Baptism, Penance, Holy Eucharist, and Matrimony. She will and is a great help to him. If 
you have not heard about her I will get her nephew to write you her history - it is very 
interesting. I could keep on writing not thinking how precious your time is. The poor 
Yumas is all] think aboutnow. __ 

With deep affection in Corde Jesu, 

Sr. Alphonsa 


Sister Amelia is very sick. She has typhoid-pneumonia her recovery is very doubtful. The 
Srs. from here are taking their turns taking care of her, poor M. de Sales is looking badly. 


Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, Mar. 20" 1889 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother 


Your precious letter was received a few days ago and brought with it the usual 
pleasure. You know it always gives me pleasure to receive only a line from your dear 
self. Do you ever think of this time three years ago? How often my thoughts wander 


back to our sojour (sic) in Yuma. There has been many an up and down in my path of 
life since then. 


How is dear Rev. Mother? I am so sorry she took such a cold in Arizona. I trust 
ere this reaches you she will have quite recovered. The sisters here are pretty well. The 
children attend school very regularly. I have not heard anything regarding our school 
since I last wrote Rev. Mother. Father Stephan has not written since he returned for 
Washington so we do not know what he will do about his new school. 


I am sorry I did not have presence of mind enough to send this report to you 
before this. You must not think it indifference on my part, for such is not the case. It 
was simply a want of thought. I know too well how deeply interested you are in 
everything that concerns the poor Yumas to feel otherwise. 


Many thanks for the pretty picture you sent. Sister M. Joseph was pleased with 
hers. Love to dear Rev. Mother and a large share for your dear self from all here. 
Hoping soon to hear from you, I remain, 


Very affectionately, 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Love to my dear little Annie. I am glad she is so happy and content. I hope she will keep 
night well. 
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Fort Yuma School 


April 3,1899 
My very dear Sister, 


Just a few lines to let you know that we are having a very sad Easter. Miguel’s Indians 
(about 150 of them) are on the war path again. A week ago Saturday, Patrick Miguel was 
arrested and is now in jail there. Previous to that he had been having meetings with his 
father and disturbing the Indians telling them that his father would be chief very soon and 
then he would get rid of the sisters. Of course, they have a few white people in town to help 
them. Patrick wrote to Washington saying he did not want Catholic Priest or Sisters here, 
the letter was sent back to the Agent, he brought it and showed it to Mother, he has been 
visiting all through the country. He boasts of having set our place on fire and says he will 
burn the rest of the building, he says he has tried it before but not succeeded. He wrote to 
Huntington asking for a pass for his people, and not getting it told him he would destroy the 
road that passes through the Reservation unless so much money was given to him. You 


of the railroad men. Good many of the leading men in Yuma have offered to come up and 
watch but there is no danger now, the danger is after the Agent goes and sends Patrick to 
Los Angeles. The Agent telegraphed today for the Marshall and two deputies, also for a 
troop of soldiers to be ready in case they are needed. The Agent is very much excited but 
says he will not leave us in any danger, he will stay until everything is settled. He also 
telegraphed to have Miguel and some of his leaders removed to some other Reservation and 
until that is done our lives are in great danger. You have no idea how things look today. 
We can see them in little groups here and there, but not withstanding all the trouble the 
school continues very good, the children are happy. Mother got a very nice letter from 
Washington yesterday asking her if she wants the buildings repaired or have new one built, 
to let them know at once. Sister dear, if I were to tell you all it would fill a newspaper. Pray 
hard for us and ask all the Sisters to do the same especially this week. You may yet get a 
chance to have one of my toes for a relic. Keep well and don’t worry. I’ll write you again 
next week as I don’t think Mother has the heart to do it. Yesterday we had a good laugh at 
her, she saw an immense crowd of Indians coming. The Agent was standing talking to her, 
when she saw them she slapped the Agent on the back exclaiming, “ My God, Mr. Wright, 
they are fighting”. The Agent fears very much they’ll shed blood. 

April 4 

Today the Agent got a dispatch from Washington telling him to get four officers 
from Los Angeles and all the help he needs. He says they’ll sent 100 soldiers and all the 
help he wants rather than have one employee killed. They also told him not to leave here 
until everything is settled. Pray hard for us we are in great danger. Ask the sisters to pray 
hard, everything looks dark. 
Now be sure you all pray that no blood will be shed at Ft. Yuma. 
Yours lovingly, 
Sr. M.J. 


Excuse the writing I am very nervous. Tell Mother Elizabeth sh 


€ may be getting my relics. 
Tell the sisters I am going to run and then they can shoot me behind. We are just having a 
telephone put up as we think we’ll need (it) very much some night. 
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Indian Training School 
Fort Yuma, May 12" 1889 


Mother Assistant 


Very dear Mother: 


Your precious and long looked for letter was received in due time, needless for 
me to say the happiness it brought to this poor pilgrim. Many, many thanks for the pretty 
pictures you so kindly sent. Father Stephan passed through here a few days ago with 
three Benedictine Fathers on their way to Banning, California where he has purchased a 
new school. I have not heard the particulars about it as Father did not stop here when 
passing through. I have not heard anything about our school here yet. The Officials in 
the Indian Department have all been changed. 


The sisters here and in Yuma are quite well. The last few days have been very 
cold, something very unusual for Yuma especially at this time of year. 


Well, dear Mother, this mission has been for me as you well know a series of 
crosses. They seem to increase daily. Sister Salesia has given me a great deal of 
annoyance since she has been here. Since Rev. Mother’s visit she is worse. I feel that I 
cannot endure this wrangling any longer. | thought I would ask you, if you would, ask 
Rev. Mother if she would make a change at the close of school this year. Next year we 
will not require so many sisters. She has a great desire to go to St. Louis she talks 
continually about it. I trust a change will be made. 


I am sorry to annoy you with my troubles but I feel that it is nessary (sic). With 
fondest Love and asking a memento in your prayers, I remain 


Yours devotedly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 
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J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
May 15, ’89 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 
A pleasant little task has just been assigned me, that of writing you, as Mother is 
very busy and cannot write herself to-day. She bids me tell you, that she received your 
very precious letter and will answer it in a couple of days. At present we are having 
another visit from the Agent, who resides at Colton, (Col. Preston). He was ordered on by 
the Dept. to examine the School and report. He spent yesterday at the Fort inspecting and 
will I think leave on this morning’s train. His visit this time, was principally to ascertain 
what progress the children have made, as he went more into detail, visited each Classroom, 
heard the children recite and seemed to take a deep interest in all and everything. The girls 
did remarkably well, went through their different exercises; the four rules of Arithmetic, 
read and sang without being the least embarrassed, a thing very unusual with them, as they 
are naturally timid before strangers. He was indeed delighted and spoke very 
encouragingly, saying that he had no doubt but that they would be able to compete with any 
white children of their age. The girls were attired in their new uniforms and to use 
Mother’s words, “they did really look aristocratic.” We have at present 28 Indian girls, 
two of whom belong to the Co-co-pah tribe. The next call was made to the little boys 
Classroom. There the Agent found 32 in number all as bright and happy looking as could 
be. They did their best, to let him see what they were able to do and succeeded very well. 
He remarked, that what pleased him very much, was to see that the little boys had all been 
divested of their long hair. This was Mother’s work during Holy Week playing “Barber” 
and there were many bitter tears shed by the poor little Indian boys, over the loss of their 
tresses. They all cling to their hair with the greatest tenacity, even the smallest child. We 
next visited Sr. Aphonsa’s Classroom and found that her boys had taken a holiday, in 
order to clean their Dormitory, so Mother proceeded with him to the Apartment (which had 
just been whitened) and there they found the large boys 30 in number, all busy at work, 
shaking blankets, brushing mattresses, washing windows, cleaning wood-work, etc. This 
scene actually charmed him. He said that he hardly knew what to say but felt that he must 
address a few words of encouragement to the boys. He told them, they had reason indeed, 
to be most grateful to God for having sent them such good ladies for Teachers; that they 
should feel proud of being among the number of their pupils; that whilst the good Sisters 
were honoring and serving their Savior, by walking in His footsteps, they were also 
honoring their Country and serving them, an evidence of which he was then witnessing; 
that here truly, they were learning to despise their degraded life and become civilized in 
mind and heart. He said that he thought they must be very good, obedient boys, since they 
were all at work and showed such willingness; that obedient boys made obedient men and 
industrious boys made industrious men and that as soon as he returned home he would sit 
down at his desk and write to the “Great Father” at Washington and tell him all about this 
visit to Fort Yuma, what good Indian children he found there, just what he found them all 
doing and the he knew that the “Big Captain” would be heartily pleased and do more for 
them. I will not try to write you more of his talk to the boys as I fear it will take too much 
of your precious time. Speaking to the Sisters he said that they might well feel encouraged 
and that in less than 3 years the hill will be crowded with children. Mother replied, that the 
Sisters would be delighted, even if they were not there to witness it. “Why said he, are 
you thinking of leaving? Mother said, “No, but that of course we did not know what might 
happen.” Never fear said he, no danger of the Sisters loosing (sic) this School with their 
present standing in Washington. The only thing would be, that in case the Sisters 
resigned. Why said he, that it would be one of the greatest acts of injustice that could be 
done to these poor Indians as well as the country. He gave the Srs. great encouragement 
about keeping the school, without however, knowing whether they were afraid of loosing 
(sic) it or not, and yet I think, it is the upermost (sic) thought in the minds of each of the 
dear Srs. here. To loose (sic) our poor Yumas would indeed sadden us all. The Col. told 
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us that he had sent in his resignation but that it was not accepted and that while he remained 
it would be only a pleasure for him to assist us in any way he could. Speaking to some of 
the gentlemen in Yuma, he said that he left consoled to see everything at the school in such 
good working order and that he could in truth give a good report. No doubt Mother will 
hear from the Dept. later concerning his visit. 

Rev. J.A. Stephan with three Benedictine Fathers passed through Yuma about the 
Ist inst. on their way to Banning, Calif. Mr. Preston was telling the Sisters that Father 
purchased 100 acres of land at Banning for an Indian School, for which he paid $12,000 
and that he intended putting up a building to cost :$20,000. He intends the School to 
accommodate about 100 children. Father told the Agent that he would be notified by the 
Dept. of the opening of the school in a few days, but did not say who was to have charge 
of it, only that there is an old gentleman taking care of the place at present. We presume it 
is one of the Benedictine Fathers and that they are to have the School. 

I must, though I fear my letter is already too lengthy, tell you of a sad accident 
which occured (sic) at the school about three weeks ago and the result of which frightened 
us all not a little. About a week before a Co-co-pah boy aged about 15 years had presented 
himself at the school and was received. He seemed a very promising boy and we were all 
pleased with him. One evening as the children were taking their rank for supper I saw 
quite an excitement and going over to ascertain the cause, found the poor Co-co-pah lying 
senseless. Mother arrived in a few moments and learned, that the boy, with one of our 
Yumas, had been wrestling, only in play however and that the Yuma boy threw him. He 
fell in such a way that his left side, directly over the heart, struck a sharp stone. The injury 
was principally internal and proved fatal in three days. He was baptized and received 
Extreme Unction. The father of the Co-co-pah boy had been away at the time of the 
accident and on his return home came to the school in a great rage saying that the Indians 
told him that one of the boys had killed his son and that in a meeting which they had just 
held, they had resolved to kill the boy who had committed the crime and that they might be 
more at liberty to carry out their design they urged that he be dismissed from School. 
Mother endeavored to pacify him telling him that he was a Christian baptized by the good 
Father William that he should therefore show more of a Christian spirit, that the boys were 
only in play when the accident occured (sic) and that there was no intention of killing. For 
a time he seemed inflexible and said “Is not that what the white people do when one man 
takes the life of another”. Finally he said that he had a good heart that he came for advice to 
the Srs. and would do whatever they advised. However it got out among the children that, 
that night, 50 Co-co-pas were to come and take one child it mattered not which one it might 
be in order to kill him. The poor children were very much frightened and I assure you they 
said their Rosary that night from their hearts. Sister told them not to fear that if the Co-co- 
pas should come, to give the alarm and that Doctor, Mr. Keeth and Mr. Salignac would go 
to their rescue. They secured their Dormitory however, it only bolts from the outside and 
in order to lock it they left a small boy out and then nearly killed the poor little fellow by 
trying to squeeze him in between the iron bars. Neither boys or policemen slept that night. 
The girls were not so much afraid as they sleep near the Sisters. We were all very nervous 
poor Mother she was indeed worried, but it all passed off quickly and so far nothing has 
been heard or said, still the old Indian is hanging about and Bill the interpreter says I think 
he will watch his chance. Our little Chaplain is still here, but expecting to go to Los 
Angeles on a vacation of two months. Since Bishop Mora’s visit he has lost all charm in 
working for the Indians. The boys are very busy at present writing letters to dear Mother 
Julia for her feast and the girls besides writing are making up some very nice Spanish work 
for her. The Sisters are all pretty well, only that we Neuralgic people miss the heat very 
much. So far we have cold, windy weather, the thermometer had not yet reached 100 
which is something very unusual in Yuma. The Colorado is at present high and I think 
there will be a great overflow this year which will be of great service to the poor Indians. 
There has not been much sickness so far and as they are now getting rations they do not 
suffer from much as they did the first years we were here. Now Dearest Rev. Mother I 


think I will have to say “Adios” for the present as I fear I have tired you. I hope it will 
prove interesting however coming from Fort Yuma. I have tried very hard to be a good 
child since your visit but feel that I have much more to do. 
Hoping that you have entirely recovered from your severe cold and that soon again 
we will have the sweet pleasure of seeing you on “Mount Hope”, Dearest Rev. Mother, 
I am your devoted, though unworthy Child, 
Sr. M. Aniceta 


Mother and the Sisters send fond love and affectionate greetings to your dear self, Mother 
Julia, M. Ligouri and all the dear Ones at home. 
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JMJ Ft. Yuma, Calif. 
Sept. 23rd, 1889 


My own dear Mother Julia, 


Your dear letter gave me the world of comfort. I feel as assured of your 
friendship as if I heard from you every day. I should have written you immediately but 
knowing how anxious you are to hear of our opening I put it off until today. We have a 
great number of new boys, in fact the calendar of Sts. seems to give out. I shall have one 
of the Michaels to write you St. Michael’s day and give you all the new names. We will 
have to call one after Dr. Chapelle and another after Gen. Armstrong. I am sorry you never 
had a chance to meet either of them. Gen Armstrong is a practical catholic, it made me feel 
twenty years younger to see him assist at holy Mass, his very appearance would inspire 
devotion--he was glad to get here to have a few days quiet rest. He was not ordered here 
but he stopped to give us some few points -- he did not know Dr. Chapelle had been here -- 
he is the only Agent that is left and he met Gen. Gardener, in New Mexico (he is Special 
Agent) and he told him (G.A.) that he was waiting to take his place, his bond expires in 
May, 1890. He told us through Gen. Miles’ influence he was allowed to finish his term. 
He told Dr.(Dr. Cotter) he wanted to treat us like lambs, for the wolves would be along 
very soon. He sent for Miguel and urged him with all the command of an army officer to 
fill the school if he wanted the sisters to stay. Poor Miguel told him he would do his best 
and he is. His object was to have a big school in order that what ever agent would come 
would have to send a good report. He gave me a few good hints about showing off my 
boys to good advantage. May God bless him always. - 

No doubt Mother will write you. I mearly (sic) mention those things for I 
know your feeling for those, you are interested in this place. Mother being so busy will 
hardly have time to write you, and as I am sitting up with the sick sisters Aquinas and 
Elviria I have taken this opportunity. You will I know in consideration of the 
circumstances overlook all mistakes. Sr. Aquinas is in her 14 day in a severe attack of 
typhoid fever. For 24 hours on the 10 day her life was despaired of. Thanks be to God 
she is considered out of danger. She had written you one day when she first got sick. Her 
recovery is looked upon as miraculous. Sr. E. is suffering from_nervous prostration but is 
very quiet now. I think the worst is over, poor child, she is indeed a sufferer. As you see 
we have our hands full. Mother and myself take turns at ni ght. Sr. Aquinas (incomplete) 
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J.M.J. Ft. Yuma Calif. 
Dec. 20. 1889 


My own dear Mother, 

I join with my poor children in wishing you a happy Xmas, words cannot express 
my disappointment in not seeing you this year. God only knows how I had prayed and 
desired your coming, and the poor children seemed to enter into my sentiments and feelings 
you will think no doubt e’re (sic) this; disappointments would not affect me, but my poor 
human heart still clings to its best friends on earth -- their first Xmas has left an impression 
that time will never efface. How I would like to see God’s desi gn regarding the future for 
my poor boys, the very thought of parting from them would be one of greatest trials of my 
life, and I have a presentment (sic) the day is not far distant -- you would have to see for 
yourself the improvement, you could not think it has reached one half of what it is. | hope 
you will find their letters intresting,(sic) poor children, none but those that are around them 
could tell the spirit that animates them when it comes to write to you. The boy that printed 
the card could do better if I had another one, but not having either copies or cards makes it 
harder for them and I am no printer. Mother Gonzaga stoped (sic) over yesterday on her 
way to Tucson, she spent a few hours with us. She told us Rev Mother would not get here 
until after Xmas. She told us Rev Mother said Father William was coming after Xmas. O 
how I wish it were so. A mission now would do the world of good and dear man may 
God reward him that laid the foundation for their reformation. I told them he was comin g 
and they seemed delighted -- how much I miss Srs Celestia and Salecia, poor old Indians 
miss Sr Salecia very much she did so much towards helping them to make and wear 
cloths, (sic) but we must submit to what God permits. 

My dear Father must think no doubt that I have forgotten him. I wrote him last 
August but it got misslaid (sic) and was never mailed. I will with God’s help write him 
during the holidays, a poor prisoner gave me a cane for my father so I am going to send it 
to him for he is the only father I have ever known. | go to the prison when I can, since Sr. 
Celestia went it is hard to find a companion. They miss so much the priest that was here, 
he did so much for them he had forty-nine communicants last Xmas. Thanks be to God 
they will have Mass Xmas. For our sick Fr. is going to say Mass Xmas so Fr. Chaucot can 
go to the prison -- he is a very zealous priest -- no doubt his zeal is the cause of his 
consumption he thinks he is gaining but he does not look like it. Dear M. Ludwina, I 
would like to know how she is. I must have one of the boys to write her on the 
anniversary of the getting of your picture. I could write on and find enough to say but your 
precious time will be taken up enough by the Indians and Srs. 

Sr with my heart best wishes for a happy and holy Xmas and beging (sic) a share in 
your fervent prayers with deep gratitude your faithful child 

Sr. M. Alphonsa 
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ca 1886 - 1889 


My own dear Mother Julia, 


I unite with my dear boys in wishing ‘you a happy, happy feast and many happy 
returns. I have only a few boys left to write you. It makes me feel very badly after my 
four years to find only five of the first boys left. Within the past three weeks a big break 
has been among them, they left school because many of them would not have their hair cut. 
They are over in town with painted faces and you would never know they had been school 
children, it is sad indeed to think of them going back again to their old life after receiving 
the Sacraments but that is only another cross to add to the continued chain in my life. I am 
at last convinced I was born but for the cross and may God in his Infinite Mercy grant me 
to die there on. “Only those that persevere unto the end will be saved.” I wish I could see 
you if only for an hour, but all my hopes are vain. I shall not mar your happiness of this 
your lovely feast by my sorrows, but dear Mother pray for me very fervently that my faith 
not fail. I am congratulating myself that you are still occupying your old place. I miss my 
dear Father very much, his death has left a void in my heart which time does not fill. I hear 
with regret that Mother Gonzaga is not to return. To our dear Rev Mother remember me 
with gratitude. 

With deep and sincere affection your grateful child 


Sr. M. Alphonse 


(The first page or so of this letter is missing. We do not have the date of this letter or to 
whom it is being written.) 


some seed of the tea plant to Sr. Victorine. It is the same plant she had last year but I 
feared she had not saved seed from it. I have made a new discovery out here. When I 
you. I shall prepare to go into a new buissness (sic) next year. I hope it 


return will tell it to 
will yield large pro 


fits as I want to hel 


as well as can be expected. Without a 
sounded him and told him he had good lungs. No fear of consumption at the same time he 
presented medicine for him which he has been taking and the consequence is he has 
diarrhea all the time has lost his appetite and has to take ladanum (sic) which has no good 
effect either. Finally he has renewed his resolution of having nothing to do with the Doctor 


in (San) Diego which if he kee 


at the Villa (The de 


serted novi 


P you to pay off the debt. Your Revd patient is doing 


ny permission he consulted the Hospital Dr who 


ps we have good hopes of him yet --- He has taken quarters 
tiate where he tries to follow the rule like a good novice.) 


Remember me to each and all of the dear Sisters. Tell dear Sr Vict to sent the 
Watchman and any other Indian paper she get(s) to Rev G ____- I am going to San Diego 
tonight and goodness knows when I shall get back so pray a good deal for me and beg that 
fervent band who make the Way of the Cross ( it seems that another page of this letter is 
also missing about here) is partly guarentined (sic). The Dr. is afraid it may be contagious- 
it is a very maglinent (sic) form. There are several cases in Yuma but how Sr. got it 
remains a mystery -- Sr. Edmund has all the girls. Sr. Mary Joseph is to come to take 
charge of the girls tomorrow. Mother Provincial was here Friday on her way to Tucson, 
and she saw how things were so she left Saturday and said she would send her right away. 
Sr Aniceta’s sister is here for her health she is in the first stages of consumption she is 
some better since she came here. M. De Sales is not able to be out of bed yet she is so 
weak. All the others are well so far. A sad affair what happened (on) the 20th -- one of 


our school girls Elveria was killed b 
to have killed her. They were all d 


y an Indian or two -- two are locked up, one is proved 
runk and did not know anything about the killing. The 


Indians are furious it is all Mother could do was to keep them from killing them right away 
but poor Miguel tries his best to do what is right. I would dearly like to know how M. 
Lidwina is. I had fully intended writing her during vacation but failed to do so -- I had a 


letter from my father but have not 


With deep affection 


’ 


yet answered it. I will have the boys to write you often. 


Your ever grateful child, 
Sr. Alphonsa 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE 
Office of Superintendent 


Fort Yuma Jan. 12th, 1890 
Rev. Mother Agatha 


Dearest Mother: 

I have reached home. The train from Banning was three hours late so 
instead of leaving there at 9:30 it was 1:30. 

One of the young men from the hotel went with me to the depot. The 
night was bitter cold. It reminded of dear old home. 

I reached home the next morning about eight o'clock.The first one I 
met was the Indian agent. He seemed quite surprised to see me getting off 
the train, and asked if I had been away. 

I told him I had not been far. He said he was sorry he had not seen me 
at the school as he wanted to make arrangements about taking 
Vincent away. He will come back on Tuesday. Now about their visit to the 
school. 

The doctor said when they came up that afternoon they seemed very 
much prejudiced but after they visited the little girls' classroom, heard them 
recite, and go through their exercises it all seemed to disappear. 

They next went to the little boys’ classroom, Sister Anicita was with the 
little fellows. They saw them go through their work. Then they sang with 
Happy hearts we greet you. 

They said the little fellows sang with so much feeling they thought 
they understood every word they said. Mr. Smiley said they were delighted 
with the children. He thought they were equally as good as white children. 
He said he would have to report to Washington what he saw, and how well 
the school was conducted. They thought the appartments (sic) were just 
grand for an Indian school. Mr. Garret the man who spoke of St. Michael, 
said they had been all through the reservation that morning and he had not 
seen one Indian without clothing. He attributed it to the sisters. He said he 
thought we had done ten years work in four years time. Now the Indian 
Agent. He is a bigoted old fellow. He would give no credit to the sisters for 
any good done. The Dr. gave him a good setting out before the other two 
men. He has collected 20 children from Banning and Americans to go to 
New Mexico. He will take all the Yuma children on the Arizona side he can 
find to go along. You see what a friend he is to us. Miguel came to me with 
Bill, the Interpreter, and asked me what he would do. I told him not to let 
Vincent go. He said he thought they sent word from Washington to have 
Vincent go there to school. I told him no, that the Agent had nothing to do 
with our school. So he said when the Agent would come back Tuesday he 
would tell him the Yumas had a good school here and he would not let his 
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children go away. I will write you again after his visit. Sr. Edmund is about 
the same. Homer is quite sick too, and two more boys are down with the 
same disease. I forgot to tell you what the Agent intends to do. He told the 
Indians he was going to buy Mr. Jagers place for $16,000 and would put up a 
house for each Indian family there, and have a school and church and make 
it a little village. Bill said they would wait and see before they would believe 
it. Love to dear Mother Adele and a large share for your own dear self. 
Hoping soon to hear from you 
I remain 
Yours devotedly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 
Pm 
Please say to M. Adele 
the Language Manuals have 
been received. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE 


OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


Fort Yuma, Feb. 2™ 1890 
Mother M. Julia 


Very dear Mother: 


Your precious letter was received in due time and perused with pleasure. Will you 
not be surprised to hear that our children have all been to Confession and six girls received 
their first Holy Communion this morning? They wore white veils and wreathes We had a 
high Mass celebrated by Father William who has been here three weeks preparing them 
for Confession and Holy Communion. He says he finds a wonderful change in the 
children since his visit here two years ago. Even poor Jose, our Policeman, went to 
Confession. Father says he will let him make his first Communion later. They all 
behaved so well and seemed so much impressed by what they saw, that it was very 
striking. 


I have heard nothing from the Department regarding our school so [ have no idea 
of what they intend to do. We will soon know as my bond expires the eighth of next 
month so they will have to decide by that time. 


We have had a great deal of sickness here. La Grippe broke out among the 
children and they were nearly all sick at the same time. Strange to say they did not want 
to go to their Camps for the first time. There have not been any deaths so far from it. Sr. 
Edmund has been quite sick, 100 degrees, (temperature) but is better now. 


I suppose our dear Rev. Mother has reached home ere this. Her visit with us was 
short and sweet. Tell her I wrote her when I reached home from Banning but received not 
a line from her in answer. 


I received the pictures you so kindly sent for the children. Many, many thanks for 
them, also the Medals and Gospels. They came just in time for their first Communion. 
Love to dear Rev. Mother and a large share for your dear self from all at Fort Yuma. 
Hoping soon to hear from you again, | remain, 

. Your loving companion of the “desert’/ 86 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 
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Fort Yuma School 
March 7 -- ’90 


Dearest Rev. Mother 

As our good Mother is unusually busy and will not be able to write you for a few 
days, she desires me to send you a few words saying that she received your dear and 
precious missive and what a sweet and welcome pleasure it was at a moment when she 
needed a consoling word. Whom do you think that poor Mother was escorting about the 
place, when your dear letter came, no less distinguished personage that the Rev. Dr. 
Dorchester and wife, direct from Washington, his first official visit after his confirmation. 
Imagine Dear Rev. Mother her feelings as well as those of each of your poor Yuma 
missionaries on last Thursday morning about 9 o’clock when word came that the Rev. D. 
and wife had just arrived. Post-haste they (top line of page 2 is missing) sand-storm and 
not even waiting for breakfast at the Hotel. No doubt they thought they would take us by 
surprise and see just how things were, when no time was given for preperation (sic). May 
God be praised for all His goodness to us for since our arrival at Fort Yuma He has 
guarded his poor ones. Had we been preparing for weeks they would not have found the 
place in a better or more orderly condition, besides a splendid attendance. There were 103 
Children present in the Class-rooms. God bless poor Fr. William he was hard at work the 
two weeks previous trying to get the children in. There were also ten of the Yuma ladies 
who used to be about the streets of Yuma busy at work in the Sewing-room so that 
providentially everything was in our favor. In spite of all this his Reverence and wife left 
the first day without saying a word except to ask Dr. Colten if he did not think that we had 
been notifies of their visit and to tell him that a physician had been appointed in his place so 
that their over amount of predjudice (sic) and bigotry was indeed noticable (sic). However 
one and all treated them with the greatest courtesy and kindness. Concerning the change of 
physicians, for some time past it has been rumored in Yuma but as Mother received no 
notice from the Depart. she considered it idle talk until Mr. Dorchester made the 
announcement. Since Dr. Dorchester left we heard that Mr. Gandolfo and 2 or 3 others 
worked up by means of Gov. Wolfley of Arizona the appointment of Dr. Taggart of Yuma 
and he received it, but not wishing to do the Clerk-work be wrote the Commissioner asking 
to seperate (sic) the work and received in reply by telegram, “This Office does not wish to 
be dictated to Your appointment is withdrawn”. So Mr. Taggart lost it. A Doctor from 
Kentucky (with a wife and 3 children) was then appointed but he would not accept. How it 
will end we do not know Dr. Colten may be left, as they took quite a fancy to him. They 
came determined to make a complete change (first line at top of next page is missing) could 
not do it without creating excitement. As soon as our dear kind friends of Yuma heard of 
their arrival (the eve of the first day) they all, headed by Mr. and Mrs. Gates called on Mr. 
Dorchester but nice enough they arranged that Mr. Gillispie Proprietor of the Hotel who is 
a Protestant and a Republican should be speaker and an excellent one they selected. Mr. G. 
put the question plainly. “Mr. Dorchester we come to ask you, do you intend to change the 
Supt. of the Fort Yuma Sch. or in other words, do you mean to take the School from the 
Sisters? We are Republicans and Protestants and the School is of no interest or benefit to 
us, but we believe in justice and no act could be considered a greater one of injustice than to 
remove the Sisters from those Indians. We tell you now that if you make a change you 
loose (sic) our votes in the next Election. Those Sisters have done a world of good and no 
one will Ever do anything with the Yumas but the Srs.” This placed Mr. D. in somewhat 
of a pinch and for a few moments he made no reply finally he said, “We did not come to 
make a change we were simply ordered there to inspect. They had quite a lengthy talk that 
night, the next day came and we found Mr. D. and wife a little more appreciative of our 
work. They spent four days and during the time they had several hot discussions over the 
School at the Hotel. They did not seem to wish to express the slightest praise of our work, 
showing thereby, their__? this irritated the people and they got more than they 
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bargained for even in poor Yuma. The Rev. Dr. finally sent for Mr. Gates and talked the 
matter over quietly, with him. Of course Mr. Gates raised us in his estimation and 
explained everything just as we would have wished him to. Chief Miguel was interviewed 
in Mr. Gates presence, the only fault he had to find this time was that two girls had been 
punished and that the Indians did not want Fr. William to force their children to school. 
This brought up the question of priests so the old Gentleman made all inquires then, 
Mother told him that Fr. W. was an Indian Missionary not confined to any particular place 
and that from time to time he visited these Indians, that the other was a sick priest and was 
going to leave soon. The Rev. D. told the Indians that Miss O’Neil was their head and 
guide and not the priest and that they were to do as she said. They came full of bi gotry and 
predjudice (sic) but left us quite changed. The last day they acknowledged the good we 
had done, encouraged us to keep on and said that no change would be made unless Mr. 
Morgan succeeded in carrying out his plans concerning Non-sectanarism (sic) in the 
Schools. He said that no doubt we heard that he had changed Catholics in the Service but 
said he I assure you it was not without cause, they were either addicted to drink or other 
failings. They are a pain, he would I think not be quite so bad but for her. She sees and 
remarks what a man would never notice. You would take her for the leader of the 
Salvation Army. She is a regular temperance preacher and a genuine Boston School marm. 
We all enjoyed her theories, for they were rediculous (sic). Mr. Gates traveled with them 
the day they left and Rev. Dorchester told him that he sent as good a report of our school as 
anyone could have done that he was well pleased, true he visited schools where more 
advancement was evident but he understood that those schools had been in operation many 
more years. He took quite a fancy to Miss O’Neil and told Mr. Gates that in his Report he 
said to the Com. “The Supt. of Fort Yuma is a bright intelligent lady with remarkable 
managing powers and fully capable of being at the head of any institution. Our good 
Mother did not hear this just as it was said but Mr. Gates was delighted to have it to tell us. 
Now Dearest Rev. Mother I trust you will please excuse this hastily written letter. I have 
tried to write it tonight and J am not very well. The dear sisters all send fond love. (The) 
Bishop will be here tomorrow to give Confirmation. How we all wish your dear self and 
Mother Julia could be present. Mother will write you as soon as the Bishop leaves. 
Hoping that we will soon hear from you again, 
Your devoted Child, 
Sr. M. Aniceta 


Our dear Sisters in Yuma are pretty well except poor M. De Sales. She has been very ill 
again and is quite weak. 
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Fort Yuma Mar. 9 - 90 


Rev. M. Agatha 


Very dear Mother: 

As the excitement of this school is just over I thought while I had time I would send 
you a few lines. The Bishop left this morning for Los Angeles. He has been here the last 
few days and Confirmed 116 Indian children. He was delighted with them. They all looked 
well and behaved well. The dining room where Confirmation took place was crowded with 
children, their parents and Prodistants (sic) from Yuma. The Bishop spoke to them very 
feelingly about the sisters who were to mold their young hearts and the great work done in 
four years. They all sang togather (sic) the hymns, “Lord I am not worthy, Veni Creator, 
and Holy God we praise thy name. Sr. M. Joseph played for them. The Dr. said he could 
not keep the tears back when he heard the poor little savages sing with so much feeling and 
they all kept such good time. The girls were 35 in number, they all wore white aprons and 
white veils. It was quite an impressive ceremony. Fathers William, Chaucot and 
Algermissen were assisting the bishop. It was to have taken place on last Sunday, but as 
Doctor Dorchester arrived | sent the bishop a telegram not to come so it took place on the 8 
of Mar. The bishop told me the Benedictine Fathers were called home from Banning. That 
Fr. Willard was to be sent out there. He says the Gov. will not give an appropriation so 
they cannot open it. I have just this minute received notice from the department that Dr. 
Cotter is dismissed. So we may look for the new Dr. any day. Sr. Aniceta no doubt told 
you all about Dr. Dorchester’s visit so I will not repeat. The Sisters are all well and send 
much love to dear M. Julia and your dear self. 

With fondest love 

] remain 
Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. Father William left this afternoon with the bishop. Father Alger will go soon. 
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Fort Yuma, California 
May 18" 1890 


Mother M. Julia 


Very dear Mother: 


Only a few lines to wish you a happy, thrice happy Feast and many, many happy 
returns. You shall have a Mass and holy Communion on that day from all here. How 


often I think of you and how I would love to see you especially when I get away down 
below zero. 


I have many such moments here, but | suppose it belongs to missionary life. 
Several of our children have dropped off lately. I am afraid we are going to have 


sickness among them owing to the great overflow here this year. The weather is quite 
warm, it was 104 yesterday. 


The sisters here and in Yuma are quite well. Father Chaucot says Mass for us 
three times a week. Now, dearest Mother, with fondest love and best wishes, I remain 


Yours truly devoted 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. Love to dear Rev. Mother and dear M. Gonzaga 


Indian School 
Fort Yuma, June 22, 1890 


Mother M. Julia 


Very dear Mother: 


Your sweet consoling letter reached me in due time and was read with 
pleasure. Many thanks for all (the) interesting news as also the pretty cards and pictures 
enclosed. 


You have no doubt fend the interesting letter sent me by (the) Bishop of Tucson, 
and you can imagine how much it has added to my happiness. However I shall be glad 
when it is settled. Some of the Sisters from here will make the retreat in Tucson. 


I have heard nothing lately from Washington. The positions for next year have 


not been returned yet. I enclose a clipping from (a) Los Angeles paper which I thought 
might be of interest to you. 


The weather is quite warm, the sisters are well. We close on the 27" inst. Now 
dearest Mother with fond love and asking a memento in your prayers, I remain 


Yours affectionately 


Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. Love to dear Rev. Mother. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 


Fort Yuma, California 
Nov. 23, 1890 


Mother Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


Having a few spare moments this afternoon I thought I would spend them with 
your dear self, although I think I wrote you last. Well, how are you dearest Mother, have 
you forgotten your old companion of the desert? 


I can tell you dearest, that I have spent many a lonely, dreary hour since I last saw 
you, and have had trials which I thank God for and which I think have brought me nearer 
to Him. I suppose we all have an ordeal to pass through ere we reach home. 


We have one hundred and sixteen at this school. Father William brought fifteen 
children from the mission Saturday morning and says he has many more to bring. Of 
course we find it hard not having suffient (sic) help. I feel consoled though, to have with 
me good self-sacrificing sisters who do and are willing to make our little community 
peaceful and happy. This is all we have in this place. 


The Department is extremely kind this year in supplying the school with 


everything necessary. Mr. Morgan did so much for us by coming here. The sisters are all 
well and happy and send love. 


Now dearest Mother, hoping to hear from you when you have a few free moments 
and asking a memento in your prayers, I remain, 


Yours sincerely, 
‘Sr. M. Ambrosia 
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;UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE 
Fort Yuma Agency 


Indian School 
Dec. 16, 1890 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter and pretty things reached here on the Feast of St. Ambrose. 
Many, many thanks for same. Needless for me to say the pleasure your dear letter 
brought with it. I only wish you could come and see us. How delighted we all would be. 
I trust that we may enjoy this sweet pleasure ere long. On the Feast of St. Ambrose, dear 
Sister Aniceta was taken down with infamation (sic) of the bowels, and is now ina 
dangerous condition. May our dear Lord be good to her and restore her to health if it be 
His Holy will. The other sisters are pretty well. The sisters from Yuma take their turn in 
coming up since sister has been so bad. Mother De Sales is here today. 


We have one hundred and twenty children besides the Indian help, so you can 
imagine the time we are having to get along. I know there is no use in asking for a sister 
as I have been told there are none to be spared at present. I was going to Los Angeles to 
get a couple of women, but Sister is so sick I could not think of leaving here at present. 
Father William has gone back to Los Angeles. The children he brought here belong to 
the San Fernando Tribe. They are half breed and very good children. We have three 
poor little Cocopah Indian who were saved by the cross. | will sent you the account in 
this mail. 

Father Stephan will be out here next month. 


Father Chaucot attends to all our wants. Father Gerard of Tucson has been 
appointed our extraordinary Confessor. Father Allen from Los Angeles was here a 
couple of weeks ago but has returned there. Sisters all send love and wish you a merry, 
merry Christmas and a thrice Happy New Year. 

Yours affectionately 


Sister Ambrosia 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE, 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT, 


Fort Yuma, Calif. 
April 5", 1893 


Mother M. Julia 
Dearest Mother: 

Your precious letter has just been received and was read with pleasure and 

interest. 
Many, many thanks for same. How little did I think seven years ago when you and | 
were in Yuma of the charge I was to assume or the ordeal I would have to go through at 
Fort Yuma. It was well, for had I known it I would never had the courage to go through 
it. It seems to me there has been nothing but opposition on all sides since the very 
beginning of the work. The most discouraging part is that the most opposition comes 
from our own. Yes, dear Mother, I am sad, disheartened and discouraged beyond 
discription (sic). How could I feel otherwise to see those girls go back as they were 
before. We have lost the good will of the Miguel portion of the tribe. 

I am most thankful that the affair was settled as quietly as it was, for it would 
have been sad if it had been published just as the Indians made their statement to the 
Inspector. He too could not have been kinder under the circumstances. He gave Miguel 
three days to bring the girls back. He said no he would not bring the girls back to the 
sisters. He wanted men teachers. The Inspector told him that the sisters had always given 
satisfaction at this school and that he could not have men teachers and if he did not bring 
the girls back that he would appoint a new Chief. Saturday, the eve of St. Joseph Feast, 
he called the Indians together. He explained to them the object of the meeting and told 
them that all who were for a new Chief to stand on one side, and those for Miguel to 
stand on the other. The new Chief was elected by a large majority. Miguel feels very 
bitter. He told the Indians that if the sisters did not go that he would kill them. I think he 
is only talking. He had a taste of the prison so I think this will be a check. I don’t think 
the whites had anything to do with it except one man who after hearing his story 
sympathised (sic) with them and tried to help them out with their plan. The Inspector 
settled him. I do not think he will meddle with Indian affairs again. Poor Father William 
and Dr. Heffernan proved very good friends to us. Miguel still holds his old letter and 
claims that he is the Chief. He has not allowed any of his children that left at that time to 
return and says he will wait and see another Inspector before he will believe it. We are 
expecting one every day. Poor Bill was very much interested in the sisters. Walter, 
Homer and Vincent did everything the(y) could to urge the older ones in their scheme. 
They felt sure they would gain their point by putting the sisters out. 

We have at present about sevent(y) boys and twenty-three girls. The girls are 
nearly all new and small. We all spent a most dreadful year. We are reaping the fruits of 
a few discontented ones. Mother Gonzaga will explain all to you. I trust matters will be 


more satisfactory between now and the end of June. If not, I would not have the strength 
nor the courage to begin another year. 


The sisters are all as well as could be expected. Give my love to dear Rey. 
Mother, a large share for your own dear self. Hoping soon to hear from you and asking a 
little memento in your prayers, I remain 

Yours devotedly 
Sister M. Ambrosia 


Indian School 


Fort Yuma, Apr. 25, 1893 


Mother M. Julia 
Dearest Mother: 


Your very kind letter came in this morning’s mail. I was delighted to hear from 
you. We are still in anxiety as to how this trouble will end. Miguel still persists in using 
his bad influence with his portion of the tribe. The other Indians seem to be very kindly 
disposed toward us. We are expecting the new Indian Agent and an Inspector this week. 
Then most likely a settlement of some kind will take place. You no doubt received and 
read the papers I sent last week, by them you will see that he has left nothing undone to 
gain his point. He feels very bitter towards me, as he blames me for his removal, but it 
was the only means we could take to save the school. He is very much applauded by the 
people belonging to the Church of the New Era in Los Angeles. They told him that they 
would sent him a token of respect for the late action he took against the Sisters’ school at 
Fort Yuma. 


He has as much as he can attend to just now. His children are all stricken down 
with fever. Their were seven deaths last week. They were young children and baptized. 
Happy for them. I am afraid they will think we are the witches as they are looking for 
one. They took one poor young Indian for a witch and brought him into the camp and 
told him as soon as the girl would die that they would kill him. They say he sat there 
during part of the night like a culprit but finally escaped. Another old man was notified 
that he brought the sickness. He also is very much afraid. Pray for us. We are having a 
hard struggle but I trust good will come from it. 


Hoping soon to hear from you, I am 


Yours lovingly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Please return enclosed letter. I thought you might like to read it. Love to dear Rev. 
mother. 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
May 1“. 1893 
Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


No doubt you will visit us in spirit today as this is the seventh anniversary at Fort 
Yuma. It makes me sad when I stop to reflect on the past. Heaven is worth it all. 
Everything is quiet here just now. The new Agent has not been here yet. We had a visit 
from Inspector Tinker last week. We were quite fortunate to have had the trouble settled 
before his arrival. I fear he would have made it very unpleasant for us. He was most 
anxious to talk with Miguel and to recognize him as Chief. I would not sent for Mi guel 
so he said he would not talk to any of them. IJ told him that we were expecting the Agent 


and he would settle everything. Miguel nor his Indians have not been to the school since 
the last meeting. 


Sisters are all pretty well. Sr. Magdalen left for San Diego this morning. It is not 
true about the Oblates of Mary coming to Yuma. The Sisters of Mercy have opened a 
hospital and have charge of the County patients. A gentleman said he would give the 
Sisters of St. Joseph five acres of land on the Yuma hights (sic) for hospital purposes if 
they would accept it. The town is building up rapidly. 


Love to dear Rev. Mother, Mother Gonzaga, and a large share for your dear self. 


Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. 


Fort Yuma I. School 
Oct. 11, 1893 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter came in last evening’s mail, how delighted I was to hear from 
you. Many thanks dearest Mother, for same, also for your fervent prayers. I have always 
felt that I had a special share in them since our sojourn in the desert some years ago. 

Now more than ever I do need them. My cross is very heavy, still I try to be cheerful. 
You understand all. 


Things have been very quiet since you left. The Chief has not been very well but 
he is in earnest about his work. The school is fast filling up. We have at present 96 boys 
and 45 girls, and they are still coming in. You probably heard from the sisters of those 
five boys that ran away, who were brought back here from Santa Fe. They were brought 
back last Friday. I have not heard a word since from the Department regarding the 
Teachers. | shall forward the same to you as soon as received. We shall certainly need 
some help if this continues. We will probably have 150 ere the close of this week. 


I wish you could come back this way but I know your time is limited. Would that 
I could go back to St. Louis with you, but I know you will not forget me. I hope you will 
see the Bishop. Father William worries me very much. I will feel relieved when he goes. 
Dr. sends kind regards. We have a carpenter who came from Los Angeles. He seems to 
be a very good man. 


Now dearest Mother, thanking you for all your kindness, hoping to hear from you 
soon, with love from all I remain, 


Yours Lovingly 


Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma, Calif. 
Oct. 13, 1893 

Mother Assistant 

Very dear Mother: 


You have no doubt received my letter ere this. You will see from the number of 
children in attendance that more help is needed. We have 150 now and they are coming 
in daily. I will enclose Mr. Armstrong’s letter for your information. We will need two 
teachers and someone to help Sr. Wilfred. She will not keep up long if she has all the 
work to do. She has a good will but not the strenght (sic). The work Sister St. Catherine 
has to do could be done by a teacher but I fear she would not be willing to teach the 
Indians. Sister Leonilda is no help, and as for Sister Elvira you understand just how 
things stand. It will be better for me and for the school if those two are taken from here 
as soon as possible. I do not feel at all free to ask Sr. St. Cathering to do my work. God 
grant that I may get over it, for myself only will suffer. 


Hoping that all will be arranged as God wills it to be and asking a memento in 
your prayers | remain, 


Yours lovingly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma, Calif. 
Oct. 29, 1893 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter written from Prescott came in due time and brought with it 
the same sweet pleasure as usual. Many thanks for same. 


Did you not think of us all yesterday? It was the anniversary of the bloodless 
battle fought at Fort Yuma. Everything is very quiet since the rebellious ones have been 
taken away. Their trial has not come off yet but I do not think they will soon see Yuma 
again. Judge Vanderwerkin says he intends going to Los Angeles when they are tried and 
he will do all in his power to have them banished some other place. 


The Indians are very good now. We have one hundred and seventy-five children 
in school and they tell me more are coming in. Jose Pama is doing fine. They are all 
delighted with him. He has not been well since the late trouble. I fear they will not have 
him long as consumption seems to claim him. Bill was very sorry he did not see you 
before leaving. He says he has been thinking about becoming Christian but has not 
decided just when. He sends kind regards. 


Well, Father William has gone at last. We were all in the Chapel last Thursday 
morning waiting for Mass as it was later than usual. Sr. M. Joseph went to see why he 
was so late, when to her great surprise she saw him going to the train, bag and baggage 
without seeing any of us or saying where he was going. We thought, of course, that (the) 
Bishop sent for him. We wrote the Bishop next day that Father had left. The Bishop said 
it was a great surprise to him to hear that Father had gone and that he was sure that he 
would return again, but that he would give Father Blake faculties to hear our Confessions 
and attend to us until another be provided. Father Blake is a very nice young priest. He 
is out from England only two months, and is very delicate. 


Mother, did you receive Mr. Armstrong’s letter? I forwarded it to you the same 
day | received it. All here are pretty well. Love to dear Rev. Mother and much for your 
own dear self from all here. Hoping to hear from you soon, I am 


Yours Lovingly, 
Sister M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Nov. 17, 1893 


Mother M. Julia 


Dearest Mother: 


Your very kind letter reached me in due time and would have been answered ere 
this, but I was waiting for Sister Thomasine to arrive. She arrived last Monday morning. 
The Indians seem to like her but she is very lonely. No doubt it will wear away in time. 


We are having a dreadful sand storm here today. It would remind you of Egypt sure 
enough. 


Dr. Heffernan, Jim and Bill were called to Los Angeles this week to appear 
against the Prisoners, only an examination took place. Their trial will come next month. 
The Indians went to the jail to see them. They say they found them very sullen. They 
told Miguel that they called to tell him his wife and family were well. He said he did not 
care for his wife or children or anyone else. I fear he will give trouble if he returns. 
There are three men here from Washington who have been sent to attend to the allotment 
of the Yuma Indians’ land. Mr. Gorman is one of them. They all called for a few 
moments, but Mr. Gorman said he would come again as he wished to speak to me about 


some other matters when alone. He seems to be a very nice man. He will be here for 
Mass on Sunday. 


We have never heard a word from Father William since he left. Father Blake is 
very delicate. He is able to say Mass only three times a week but he is an excellent 
young man. Poor Father Allen who was with us this time last year died on the 9 inst. He 


too was a lovely young priest. There are two who have gone to their long home from 
here this year and I feel sure they will not forget us. 


The Indians are all very quiet. We have 182 in school now, all are kept busy. 


Give ever so much love to dear Rev. Mother not forgetting your dear self. Hoping soon 
to hear from you, I am, 


Yours Affectionately 
Sister M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma, Calif. 
Nov. 22,1893 


Mother M. Julia 
Dearest Mother: 


Although nothing much of interest has occurred since I last wrote you, I thought I 
would keep my promise of sending a few lines frequently. The weather has been 
unusually cold here during the past week. The children are all coughing and about half 
(are) sick, still we keep our number. 


The Commissioners who have been appointed to attend to the allotment of the 
Yumas land are at work every day. It will take them about three months. There has been 
an appropriation of $75,000 made to defray the expenses. 


I had a little visit with Mr. Gorman last Sunday. He gave me many items of 
interest regarding our work. He and Mr. Morgan are fighting each other as bitterly as 
ever. He says Morgan made another attach on the Catholics (and) this he will not stand. 
Mr. Gorman seems to be a very nice man. He told me that Inspector Gandner had been 
dismissed from the service a few weeks ago, so he will not have the pleasure of visiting 
the west again. 


The Indians’ trial has been put off until January. Judge Vanderwerker went to 
Los Angeles last week for it. He seems to think they cannot bring sufficient charge 
against Miguel to convict him so I presume we will most likely enjoy his sweet presence 
on the reservation. Pity us, then pray. 


Dear Mother, in my last I forgot to thank you for your kind thoughtfulness in 
answering Mr. Armstrong’s letter. I sent it out at once and had the selfish thought that I 
wished to be near you so you could answer many others. Sister Thomasine is here in 
charge of the kitchen. She seems to be doing nicely but I think she is very lonely. 
Mother, I wish you would have a Novena made for my intentions in the Martyrs Chapel 
(I mean Masses). Hoping soon to hear from you, with love to dear Rev. Mother and 
much for your dear self, I remain 


Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Love to dear Sr. Aniceta 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Nov. 27, 1893 

Mother Julia 

Dearest Mother: 


Your kind and thrice welcome letter has just been received. Many thanks for 
same. As to the purchase of land, a few days previous to the receipt of your letter, Mr. 
Gorman had been speaking to me about it. He wished me to select the land wherever we 
thought most desirable and he would see that 160 acres be donated to the Sisters by the 
Gov’t. as a recognition of their faithful labor among the Yumas. He says this is to be 
made out in the name of an individual sister. Which of those three names do you wish 
me to make use of when needed or do you wish me to secure some additional land? 


They think it will be sold for $150 per acre. There are many eagerly watching 
their change to purchase it. Mr. Gorman seems to be a very nice man, and one who can 
give reliable information on any subject connected with Indian Affairs. He is also a 
personal friend of Gen. Armstrong. If there is any inquiry you would like to have me 


make regarding my position relative to the change, it is a good opportunity as he is very 
influencial (sic). 


Mr. Estidullo was here Saturday (and) he says Miguel will not be convicted but he 
will try and recommend his removable from the Yuma Reservation. They all seem to 
dread his presence here again. Vincent never comes near the Fort, but seems to be quiet 
as I never hear of him taking part in a thing against us. He has been taught a good lesson, 
so I think he will be a little cautious. The Chief and Bill are transacting very important 
business these days so we see very little of them. 


Poor Seraphine died without the priest. She was most anxious to see the sisters 
but when they got to her she was unconscious. There were two Italian Fathers here this 
morning from New York who are thinking of opening a mission near here. I have not 
heard the particulars as to their arrangements. The Father we have here is very poorly. 
We have Mass only once a week. 


Give much love to dear Rev. Mother and much for your dear self. Hoping soon to 
hear from you, J remain 


Yours devotedly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Dec. 10, 1893 


Mother M. Julia 
Dearest Mother: 


Your precious letter of the 2" inst. was received in due time. Many thanks for 
same, also for pretty pictures and kind wishes. 


Mr. Gorman left here last Wednesday evening for Washington. He seemed very 
much pleased in the maner (sic) which the Treaty with the Yuma Indians was conducted. 
The few gentlemen (next part of this sentence is not legible) seem delighted that it had 
been secured for the sisters. When the subject was brought up about the Fort, Mr. 
Huston, the chairman of the Commission, said he did not think it was right to have it 
given for Sectarian purposes. Col. La Mott, the gentleman whom we met on the train 
when you were going to Tucson, said he thought if it were offered to some of his 
Methodist friends there would not be the slightest objection. That the Sisters of St. 
Joseph were the only ones that ever accomplished anything with the Yuma Indians, he 
thought it but just that the property be given to them. Mr. Gorman said the deed would 
be made out in the name of a sister, that we would hear from him from time to time until 
the matter was settled. He said it was a matter that needed close consideration and that he 
would talk the subject over with the Commission and Gen. Armstrong. I asked him if the 
school would be carried on as it is now or on the contract plan. He said they would have 
to decide that too, but he thought it would be supported by the Government. Does it not 
seem strange how everything regarding the poor Yumas turned out? To me it does. The 
day Mr. Gorman spoke to me about the land, he did not have the slightest idea that the 
buildings would be given to us. He said he thought it would be a wise idea if the sisters 
would select their land near the school so that it would be convenient if the sisters would 
like to purchase the Fort at some future period. 


Prayer has done it all. Poor Bill is delighted. He says the sisters have a home now 
and he is sure of a home with them. You remember poor Palone? He was thrown from 
the train and killed instantly. I miss him so much. We had a visit from Governor 
Hughes. He said he had been speaking with Gen. Armstrong, that he was very much 
pleased with our school. 


Now dear Mother, as I have given you all items of interest we know at present, I 
must say good-bye. Love to dear Rev. Mother, M. St. John and much for your dear self 
from all. 


Yours Most Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 
Love to Sr. Aniceta 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Jan. 6, 1894 


Mother M. Julia 


As I understand well how anxious you all are about us since Miguel’s return, I 
thought I would send you a few lines this afternoon. Everything has been quiet and 
peaceful so far. They will probably do a little talking for some time, but Jose Pama is 
very determined. He says if Miguel shows any opposition to him or the school he will 
have him lashed again. We have not noticed any change in the children so far. However, 
we will soon know if he is at work. 


I have not heard directly from Mr. Gorman since his return to Washington but 
have heard through Judge Vanderwerker that he says the bill relative to the reservation 
and our buildings will be put through the House in February. I am sure Miguel or George 
Knight would not be at all pleased if they knew it. I will let you know as soon as I hear 
from the Department. 


We are having quite a time here with La Grippe. Sisters Mary Joseph, Barbara, 
St. Catherine, Wilfred, Edmund, Leonilda and Elvira have been very sick from it. They 
are all able to be up again excepting Sr. Catherine and St. Elvira. Sr. Catherine was 
delerious (sic) for a time but is much better now. I think in a few days they will be up 
again. 


Our little Chaplain was anointed and received the last sacraments this morning. 
He is most edifying. He says as soon as he goes to heaven he will ask Almighty God for 
special graces for the Srs. of St. Joseph. Now dear Mother, I must say good-bye for this 
time. Love to dear Rev. Mother, Sr. Aniceta, and your own dear self. Wishing you all 
the blessings and happiness of the New Year. With love from all, I am 


Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Yuma, Arizona 
Oct. 21, 1894 


Mother M. Julia 
My own cherished Mother 


Your precious letter came in yesterday’s mail and brought to me the usual delight. 
You know your letters to me are always cheering messengers. All at the Fort are well at 
the present writing. Sister Petronella is seemingly quite at home, and she makes herself 
generally useful. The weather is quite cool and pleasant. The Indians are very quiet. 
Pama never comes near us. | think when Mr. Estudillo comes down a new Chief will be 
appointed. 

There is really a wonderful change among some of the Indians they seem so 
anxious to become Christians. Father has a class of about twenty who come every day 
for instructions. They will be baptized, make their first communion and be married on 
the feast of All Saints. They have attended instructions very faithfully and Mass on 
Sundays also, which is really something wonderful for the poor Pagan Yumas. I am 
afraid we will have another hard fight after this takes place for the evil one seems to be 
most furious after such events. The Supt. of schools has not yet arrived but we look for 
him daily. I will be glad when his visit is over. 

The Sisters of Mercy came very near leaving Yuma last week. Their Rev. Mother 
sent them word to close the school as they could not get enough from the children for 
their support. When the people heard that they were really going, it aroused them up a 
little. They then sent a telegram to the bishop and one to their Rev. Mother asking 
permission to stay as the people had promised them a salary for this year. The 
permission was granted them and they will remain for the present. I have not seen Father 
Gheldof since his return from Prescott. Our old Father is doing very nicely so far. Yes, I 
think it would be a great blessing if good Father Cote could return to the Indians. He 
would do much good as he has the real missionary spirit and is most anxious to come 
himself. He asked Bishop Mora if he might come but he refused saying he had plenty of 
work to do in Los Angeles. Archbishop Salpointe also asked Bishop Mora to send him 
but he would not consent. Father Cote is really a lovely young man and one that will do 
an amount of good. J also received a lovely letter from Father Holtgrive. He too would 
be glad to come back but his bishop will not consent. He says he needs him in his own 
diocese. The Archbishop has gone to Rome, so there is no chance of his coming for the 
present. 

Now my dearest Mother I must not tire you with too long a chat so I will close for 
the present hoping when convenient to hear from you again. Do you think Rev. Mother 
will come out here this winter? Asking a memento in your prayers I remain, 


Yours affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Yuma, Arizona 
Nov. 9, 1894 


Mother M. Julia 
My own cherished Mother, 


Your kind little note came in dear St. Petronilla’s letter. Many thanks for your 
kindness in letting me know of our dear Rev. Mother’s visit to the west. We will be 
pleased to see her. 


Since last I wrote you we had a visit from Special Agent Shelby. He seemed to be 
a very nice man and expressed himself as being very much pleased with our work here. 


On last Tuesday we had quite a time here with our old people. Seven were 
baptized and four couples were married. It was to me most affecting to see those old 
people approach holy communion for the first time in their lives. They did it with great 
exterior reverence and I am sure with interior reverence too, as they are very well 
instructed. They all seemed very happy on the occasion. 


The children sang the Mass and we had a very nice breakfast for them when all 
was over. I wished you could have seen them. I know you would have been pleased. 
Pama never comes near us. He tries to keep the Indians away from Instructions but they 
do not pay any attention to him. 


All here are pretty well. I received a letter from poor Sr. Anecita, she tells me she 
is not at all well. I think Sr. Petronella is quite interested in her work here. She says her 
health is much better since she came here. 


The sisters all send fond love to you. Hoping to hear from you when convenient 


and with my fondest love, I am dearest Mother, 


Yours Most Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Yuma, Arizona 
Nov. 20, 1894 


Mother M. Julia 
My own dearest Mother, 


Having a few spare moments this A.M. before beginning my daily duties, | 
thought I would spend them with you. All at the Fort are pretty well. The weather has 
been quite chilly this last week. 


I received a Telegram from the Department letting me know that the Pima Agent 
had been notified to send (the next line is missing from this letter) but they have not yet 
arrived. We had a visit from Agent Estudillo yesterday. He deposed Jose Pama and 
appointed Captain Jose Chief of the Yuma’s. 


I was very much worried for a time as I feared we would have another outbreak. 
The Indians were all excitement when Mr Estudillo told them he would be obliged to 
appoint Captain Jose, Chief. He told me often all was over that he really thought there 
would be bloodshed before he would be finished with them, they became so excited. Our 
policemen were well armed. Mr. Estudillo and Dr. found it necessary to show them their 
revolvers in order to keep things quiet. But thanks to our dear Lord it, like many events 
of the past was settled in a satisfactorily manner. 


Pama is quite crestfallen. Miguel and his band walked home very humbly and I 
think they fully realize their defeat. Miguel did not want to be present but Mr. Estudillo 
sent a policeman after him. He was very much frightened not knowing what was in store 
for him. His little boy Patrick was also very sad. He cried all during the meeting fearing 
his father would be taken away. Mr. Estudillo said he would give him another chance 
and if he gave any more trouble he would certainly remove him from this reservation. 
Pama’s beautiful new Chief’s suit was taken away from him and given to Chief Jose. 
Things are very quiet so far but I do not know how (long) it will last. 


I have not heard a word from dear Rev. Mother since. | presume we will soon 
have her with us. I am sending you some little things Sr. Perpetua’s namesake made for 
her. I hope she will be pleased with them. Now, dearest, I must leave you for this time. 
Hoping soon to have the pleasure to hear from you I remain, 


Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma 
Nov 25th 1894 
Dear Sister Aniceta 

An absence of a week in Los Angeles from where I returned yesterday prevented 
me from more promptly replying to yours of recent date. To dwell upon my trip would be 
superfluous, my visit was one on business and that engrossed my time and attention to the 
exclusion of all else -- almost. I was so unfortunate to witness and enjoy? one of those 
celebrated fogs so prevalent along the seashore, something I am happy to add we in 
Arizona are entirely free from, and I can honestly say I longed for the sunshine of the Fort, 
how | could ever content myself in a region where fog, rain and sleet, (oh! horrors) is 
prevalent is beyond imagination. 

Mr. Estudillo Indian A gent visited here Saturday a week ago, he was engaged in the 
examination of the fitness of Jose Pama to longer continue Chief, the investi gation proved 
his (Pama’s) want of stability, lack of interest, and general incapacity, so the Court (Mr. 
Estudillo and your humble servant) ruled him “Non compos” and Mr. Capt Jose at present 
occupies the position of Chief Magistrate King, Emperor or Autocrat of the Yumas as you 
will. 

The change of dynasty was I regret to say entirely devoid of any of the very 
excitable events that make life in an Indian Country such desirable places for residence -- to 
those ignorant of Indian character. Yet after it was best tho’ to tell the truth a little skirmish 
provided no one was hurt would have broken the monotony and furnish news for the 
papers throughout the country. 

I am of the opinion Capt Jose will make a good chief he seems favorably inclined 
towards the school, frequents the Fort and manifests great interest in the work, he appears 
to be zealous and to all appearances is friendly disposed, much may be expected from the 
animosity that exists between himself and Miguel, as for Pama he does not amount to a row 
of pins, and very blunt ones at that. 

With all due respect for your kindly criticism of my desire to appreciate in a worthy 
manner at Christmas time the many kindnesses received for the Srs of St Joseph, I must 
impose yet further on your generosity and ask you to purchase suitable candlesticks, they, 
Benziger Bros can send them by express C.O.D. if they are doubtful of my paying for 
same, or if agreeable will remit from here the amount necessary, I presume the 10th of Dec 
will be early enough on which to send the package to reach Yuma in time. 

Mr. Gordon wishes to be kindly remembered his physical condition undergoes no 
improvement, I notice no change either way. 

Trusting this finds you well I am dear Sister Aniceta 

Sincerely your friend 
W.T. 


(William Harris?) 


+ Fort Yuma 
Jan. 28,1895 


Mother M. Julia 
My very dear Mother, 


How sorry I felt to hear of your severe spell of sickness. I trust ere this reaches 
you that you will have truly recovered. All here are pretty well. The weather has been 
unusually cold. 


We had a pleasant visit from Bishop Montgomery last week. He came on 
Tuesday and remained until Thursday. Father Fitzgerald from Beaumont came with him 
but was obliged to return on the next train. The Bishop confirmed about sixty-five 
persons, among this number were about thirty old Indians whom Father had been 
instructing since last September. They made their first Communion last week — that is 
the majority of them. The Bishop seemed to be pleased with his visit. 


Now my dear Mother I must leave you for this time. Love to dear Rev. Mother 


and M. Liguori and a large share for your own dear self. 


Yours most affectionately 
Sr. ambrosia 


nape kk = mm 


J.M.J. Fort Yuma School 
Yuma, Arizona 
Feb. 24, 1895 

My own Cherished Sister, 


Your precious letter came in this A.M. mail and I cannot tell you how delighted I 
was to hear from you and to know that you are able to be around again. 


You indeed had a severe time of it, but our dear Lord has been very good to you. 
There has been many a prayer offered for you at Fort Yuma. 


We are having another dreadful sand storm here today. It looks like Egypt sure 
enough. I saw from last evening’s paper that the appropriation bill for Indian Schools has 
passed. They had as usual quite a severe battle but it came to a close by cutting off seven 
catholic schools. The names were not given but I presume will appear later. The poor 
catholics are not having much chance this year. I have not the least idea how we will fare 
but no doubt just as the contract schools. 


I received a very sweet letter from a Father Lamp of England a few days ago. He 
was a very dear friend of our poor little Father Blake who died here last year. He wrote 
on the anniversary of Father’s death and in it he said although he was a stranger to me I 
had a daily memento in his Mass. This is quite consoling to me to know I have such a 
friend in a foreign land. 


I also received a sweet letter from a Sister of Charity in Virginia City. She and I 
were friends years ago but Providence steered our barques in a different direction so that 
we had not heard from each other since. I was sorry indeed to hear of your Aunt’s illness 
and I trust she will soon be quite well again. Sister Augustine is like yourself a Martyr to 
suffering. Now my dearest, hoping you will soon be quite strong again, I remain, 


Yours lovingly 
Sister M. Ambrosia 


Fort Yuma School, 
April 7, 1899. 


Rev. Mother Agatha 
Dearest Mother, 


I had intended writing you some time ago, but, since the fire we have been 
more, or less upset: not having sufficient room. I have just heard that a 
letter written from here had been forwarded to you about Indian trouble. It is 
too bad that things are so much exagerated (sic) . There has been some trouble 
between Miguel and the present Chief‘and the Gov’t Police. Miguel still 
wants to be the Chief, and, has a few followers, all of whom are directed bya 
few bitter Methodists in Yuma. It seems that Patrick Miguel boasted of 
having set fire to the Gov’t buildings, and, said that he would burn more. 
The Chief had Patrick locked up. The Agent and Marshall came on and took 
Patrick to San Bernardino for trial. It seems that he threatened to burn Mr. 
Gandolfo’s store and also Mr. Jeager’s ranch. The Agent told me that the 
Indians never said a word against the Sisters or the school. The Agent and 
Marshal are here yet and everything seems quiet. The trouble has been 
brought about by some bad white people of Yuma. The Gov’t sent me word 
that they would repair the old buildings or put up a new building just as we 
wished. The children are well again, and, all back at school. Sisters send fond 
love. Father Schneider wishes to be kindly remembered to you. I sent youa 
telegram and wrote you since the fire perhaps you did not receive either. 
Hoping to hear from you when convenient and with love 
I remain 
Yours Affectionately 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


I presume the reason Sr. M. Joseph wrote this letter she is extremely nervous. 
Sometime say a prayer for my poor Father who died on the 23 of March. 


Fort Yuma School 
April 20 - 1899 


Dear Rev. Mother 

Your kind and thrice welcome letter was received in due time. Many thanks for 
same. We had quite an exciting time here for a few weeks until Patrick Miguel was taken 
away. The Agent could do nothing with the Indians. They threatened him, that if he took 
Patrick that he would take them all. The Agent sent for the U.S. Marshal and four Deputies 
fearing some trouble would arise, but they were all very meek when they saw the officers. 
Mr. Patrick was taken to San Bernardino for examination. Sr. Aquinas having charge of 
the girls classroom was called upon as witness and was obliged to go to San Bernardino. 
Patrick was bound over and sent to Los Angeles to stand his trial which will come off 
soon. Miguel had been prompted to use his influence to get the sisters out of the school by 
some white people in Yuma who are very bigoted against Catholic Sisters. They even went 
so far as to hire a Lawyer to defend Patrick and some of them were present at his 
examination and paid Miguels (sic) Expenses to be present. I do not know how it will be 
with Patrick. The only thing (that) condemned him was that he denied having been at he 
school that afternoon. We told the Agent we saw him, therefore I presume we will be 
called upon again as witnesses. One of the Deputies remained here and he is awaiting an 
answer from Washington to know if he can remove Miguel and several of the leaders to 
another Reservation. He thinks it is the only way to have peace among the tribe. We were 
advised by the Department that we could have the old buildings repaired or a new one built 
just as we wished. We have not yet decided what to do. The school goes on as usual but 
you can easily imagine our difficulties. The people in Yuma tell the Indians that we will go 
down the hill in two months more. The sisters are as well as can be expected under the 
circumstances. Father Schnieder wishes to be remembered to you. He was quite a comfort 
to us during the trouble. Now dear Mother as I have told you all of interest I will close 
hoping to hear from you soon and with fond love to all. 


I remain 
Yours Lovingly 
Sr. M. Ambrosia 


P.S. The people who are aposed (sic) to the sisters are only a few Methodists who have no 
influence whatever. All the leading people of Yuma are in favor of the Sisters. All 
the officers are for us. Sr. A. 


J.M.J. | Yuma, St. Joseph’s Eve 
1886 
a" 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 


Here we are for the last two days awaiting our telegram from Washington. 
Nothing, however, has yet been received. Perhaps it has been sent to Carondelet: though I 
told Rev. Father Stephan, that we would await reply in Yuma. The Bonds and letters of 
acceptance from Mary O’Neil were dispatched from St.(sic) Diego to Washington on the 
8inst. and there would have been time enough to receive an answer. I conclude that St. 
Joseph wants to let it reach us perhaps on his feast day. 


Rev. Padre Juan received us with the greatest joy and satisfaction and has been 
anxious to make us acquainted with the Yumas. We went yesterday across the bridge to 
see Chief Pasqual. He received us with marks of great respect and kissed our hands. The 
Indians were looking on in astonishment. He is now 80 years old. Himself and his squaw 
were dressed in Adam’s fashion; so were the generality of the Yumas. And oh! their faces 
are beauties-enough to scare anyone, who does not view beneath them an immortal soul. 
Tis true! they are not devoid of natural beauty and grace of form. But they spoil it by their 
horrid painting. I would like very much to remain among them, if obedience permitted. 
My heart aches for these poor Yumas. The street in front of us is full of them. We are 
staying at Mrs. Redondo’s, a Mexican family, who are striving their best to make us feel at 
home. The old Lady’s name -- a widow -- is Pieta; the children with the Mother are: 
Francisco and his wife Maria and two daughters Mercedes and Dolores. The old lady isa 
Mother to us. May God bless her! The people of Yuma were specially pleased to see 
Mother Ambrosia again. Without going much among the people she makes hosts of 
friends and keeps them too. This was shown in San Diego, too. I hope God will bless her 
in this undertaking. She at first felt a great repugnance for and fear of the Yumas, but 
today it seems all gone. She is anxious now to set to work. 


It seems our dear Papa Joseph wanted to isolate us two little pilgrims for his feast 
day. May the privation it procures for us be acceptable to our Lord in favor of the 
Missions. I know you will have a grand day at the Motherhouse. We shall be with you in 
spirit. 


As soon as we receive message from Washington, I shall telegraph to Tucson for 
the Sisters and then we shall take possession of the Fort. We have already christened it 
“Mount Hope” - hope for the conversion of the Yumas. When that old man kissed my 
hand yesterday, I hoped that the waters of baptism might flow on his head before he passes 
away to the “happy land.” The Blood of the two martyred Franciscans - killed by the 
Yumas a little over a hundred years ago at the Presidio, only a few miles from here, must 
now bear its fruit. We have been calling on their help and protection in this great work. 
Am trying to collect all the historic facts and legends of the ancient mission. Very few of 
the old inhabitants of Yuma were then living at the Presidio as children and were carried off 
at the time of the massacre by the Papagos, the enemies of the Yumas, to Sonora. They 
returned afterwards as grown young men to the scene of the martyrdom of the first 
Missionaries and the massacre of their parents, anxious to fine some remnants of the old 
mission. They only found heaps of ruins. 


Well, When I go home I’ll tell you more about this place. 


a a a 


M. Amb. and myself unite in sending love and best wishes to our beloved Mother 
and dear Sisters at the Motherhouse, hoping to soon hear that you my dearest Mother are 
improving in health. 


In the love of the Sacred Heart, I remain, Dearest Mother, 


Your humble child in Xo, 
Sister M. Julia 


LETTERS OF FORT YUMA, CALIFORNIA 
Chronologically arranged 
1886--41904% 


J.M.J ~ Yuma, Palm Sunday 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

A thousand thanks for your dear letter of the 10th which I received yesterday also 
for the nice little medals sent therein. 

But Mother Dear! The ways of God are wonderful. The two little pilgrims are still 
in the Desert of Yuma. It would seem our Lord wanted us to pass the Lent with Him in the 
wilderness. As to Lent, it is a Lent. Perhaps, I have never had such an opportunity. Could 
we have fore seen the long delay, I would have gone on to Tucson and waited there or to 
Oakland; but I feel our Lord has arranged all our proceedings for some good end. | feel it 
very vividly that it is for some special object we have been delayed here. We cannot yet see 
or know it. But it has come about in such a manner, that we could not help ourselves. 

Well, what keeps us now from locating on Mount Hope? Simply because the 
Agent has to make a regular business transfer to us of all papers relating to the boarding 
school and he is not ready for that yet. We expected surely to hear from him last evening, 
but nothing came. We can do nothing before all business papers relative to the school and 
property thereof are in our possession & we have given him the receipt thereof. We now 
look out for Tuesday next. Whether we are doomed for another disappointment, we cannot 
tell. May God’s will be done! How often must I grieve the Sacred Heart of our Lord by 
disappointing its love for me; and yet He bears with my faults! Our poor Yumas are 
growing more anxious; they cannot see why we delay so long. 

We have received very kind letters both for ourselves and for Rev. F. Chaucot from 
Bp. Mora of Los Angelos (sic). He very kindly grants the permissions asked and gives 
our present Chaplain ample faculties. He also imparts a special Benediction to the work 
and gives directions concerning the Chapel to be fixed at the Fort, wishes it to communicate 
by a door with outside, so that Externs can be admitted. 

We received this morning quite a pile of papers -- directions from the Treasury 
Dept. at Washington addressed to Mary O’Neil as Disbursing Officer on the Indian Service 
at Fort Yuma. We may now look out for a great deal of business and it will require great 
and constant attention to keep everything according to directions given. It will soon be time 
too, for the Inspector’s visit, very likely towards the end of the month. 

Pray, Dearest Mother, that your two little pilgrims will do nothing rash or wrong 
and that this long passage through the sandy dessert (sic) may at length procure for them 
entrance into the field or vineyard where many fruits may be gathered to adorn the great 
Banquet hall of our Holy Mother the Church. Help us to ask the Angels of the Yumas to 
hasten the time when we may bring salvation to that neglected but noble race. Excuse my 
horrid wniting. For want of table, am writing on my knee. Happy Easter to all our Dear 
Ones at home from 


Your child in Xo 
Sr M. Julia 


J.M.J Yuma, March 22,1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother. 


We do know what to think of the delay of farther (sic) instructions from 
Washington as we had fully expected to find telegram before us when we came from San 
Diego. It will be one week tomorrow that we arrived in Yuma and of course feel anxious. 
If expenses of travelling(sic) did not exite (sic) fear to transgress holy poverty, I would be 
tempted to go to Tucson and await there further instructions. But it costs too much down 
here to travel. Perhaps another day will bring some news. So patience. We are not idle. 
You will see by the clipping from a Yuma paper, how the devil has already tried to kick at 
the prospect of losing his Own. Rev. Father Juan says, he likes to see that. It is a good 
sign. 


We do not like to show ourselves, however, as it might be imprudent to do so. 
before we get possession of the Fort. Should news come tomorrow, we can have the 
Sisters here by Wednesday and then proceed to the work before us. 


You will see my Dearest Mother, by enclosed letter from M. Valeria how they are 
situated in San Diego. It will be very hard for the sisters there to raise means to defray all 
these expenses. To raise the school they will also be obliged to make some improvements, 
and these with the street expenses will put them in narrow straits. Rev. F. Ubach promised 
me to give a Fair, and the Bp. he says, has ordered him to give the Jubilee Alms to the 
Sisters. Besides, he has some hope of getting portion of a legacy, left for Cath. 
Institutions and good Works by some one in Los Angeles. But as the case is involved in 
some legal difficulty, this hope may fall through. I told Mother Valeria to place it in S. 
Anthony’s hands, she seems to have great confidence in him. 


I suppose you will have a great day on next Thursday the 25th. We shall be with 


you in spirit. Perhaps by that time Our Lady will have helped us to the “Mount of a Good 
Hope.” 


My dear Companion unites with me in much love to you and our kindest sympathy 
to dear M. St. John on the death of her dear Rev. Brother, whom I have never forgotten. 
Much love to Sr. Asst. M. Ephum (sic) and c. but specially to our dear Jubilarian, Sr. 
Protais. Enclosed memento is for her. 


Ever 


Your faithfully in Xt. 
Sr. M. Julia 


Please tell F. Bernardine my best Tespect. We stopped at San Bernadino for a day on 
coming here, saw there an ancient picture of San Bernadino, unfolding his standard of the 
sacred Name of Jesus. Could I have obtained it, would have sent it to him. 


J.M.J. Yuma, March 28th 1886 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 

Your precious missive reached your 2 little pilgrims on last Saturday moming. A 
thousand thanks for the same! We are truly sorry to know that you have so many sick 
Sisters, hope they are now all in the way of improvement. Our dear, good Father Saint 
Joseph is putting our virtue to trial. I trust He will find all his children patient and resigned 
to God’s holy will. 

We are still guest of Mrs. Rodonda (sic) and family. They are all doing their best to 
make us feel at home. I believe | told you in my last letter of the 25th-26th inst. all about 
cause of delay. Well, papers have now been returned to Washington all signed as directed 
by Rev. Father Stephan and we may hope that ere the month of our Blessed Father St. 
Joseph draws to a close, we shall hear or receive final orders to take possession of the 
school on “Mount Hope”. 

The soldiers have not been there for the last 2 or 3 years; but some Presbyterian 
ladies had taken up their abode there to take charge of the school. They had only about 25 
children, most of them half-breeds. Pasqual would not permit his Indians to go there for 
fear of becoming bad, as he said. 

The man who put that little article in the paper which I sent you, has injured himself 
very much with the people of this place and the poor Indians who come to see us every day 
and ask how soon will the Sisters go over to them. The Mexicans tell us that the Indians are 
all delighted that the Sisters should come to live among them. They (the Indians) say that 
now they shall surely get the “Santa Claus” that the government will send them, because 
they know for certain that the Sisters would not keep it from them as those “Americanas 
Mugeras” have done. Pasqual has told the Indians that they must all send their little ones 
to the Sisters - “they will learn more easily, because their heads are yet tender”. As for the 
big boys and girls he fears their heads are already too hard to learn. Then, one of the Chiefs 
(under Pasqual) told us that he hoped the Sisters would not make them (the big Indians) cut 
off their long hair of which they are very proud, and in which they fancy their strength 
consists. With the simplicity of a child, he told us, that if their hair were cut, they could not 
run any more. They really look very graceful with their long hair. Of all the Indian tribes I 
have ever seen, ( and I think I have seen a good many in the East, North and West and all 
around these parts) the Yumas are the noblest and most graceful type. The more we see of 
them, the more we feel inclined to like them. 

I think we shall be able to find all desirable help roomed here. There is an employee 
at the prison, a Mexican, an excellent man, who speaks Yuma as well as Spanish, and 
English. Mrs. Rondonda (sic) thinks he would be very good for an overseer or director of 
work with the boys; his wife and child live in Yuma. Then, another young man, a nephew of 
this lady offered himself to any position the Sisters may have to offer. It was his great- 
grandfather who as a lad, was taken captive by the Indians at the time of the Massacre of the 
Missionary at the old Mission of San Dyonisio, about 10 or 12 miles from the Fort. The 
Hill, where the penitentiary stands on, was anciently called “Mount Concepcion”, or Mount 
of the Immaculate Conception. 

By the way, we paid a visit to the prison and saw poor Mr. Monroe. He looked 
badly, but says he has enjoyed better health since he is in Yuma. The poor man looked very 
sad. Shall go to see him again, shortly. 

Both M. Ambrosia and myself have been a little sick since we came here. The 
climate is agreeable enough, but I think the entire change of food is so great, that we both 
felt the effects thereof. Being guests of the family we have to accommodate ourselves. 

Thanks to dear Sr. Justine’s kind providence, I had a little medicine which did both 
of us good, but it made us very sick. I was so afraid that both of us would be laid up last 
week. Thank God, we feel somewhat better, and the hope of soon returning once more to 
our element, sustains us under passing infirmities. 


a a a | 


I regret, that my forgetfulness caused me to omit mentioning that the third Sister 
would be Sr. Leontina. Her health is in such a condition, that a change of climate may be 
very beneficial in her case. And poor Sr. Aniceta is most anxious to do something yet for 
the Indians. She thinks she could wash and comb them, if nothing else. She suffers very 
much in San Diego from the damp atmosphere. What would you think of her coming here, 
my Dearest Mother? Rev. F. Chaucot is very kind and most anxious to get the Sisters 
again. The poor little Mexicans have not gone to school since the Sisters left. Father 
teaches some of the boys and one of the Sisters’ girls teaches some little girls. But, all that 
is thus taught, is simply reading. Father, however, rings the bell every morning at 10:30 for 
a general catechism, at which all the children old enough for school, are expected to assist. 
If 2 Sisters could be sent later on for the School, the Indians could easily bring them across 
every morning in a boat. 

Did Bp. Mora send his permission for keeping the B. S. in the House with the 
Chapelain (sic). Rev. F. Ubach told me, that Bp. Mora had written to you concerning the 
affair. Please let me know as soon as possible. 

One month today since we left home - How quickly everything passes! Please 
remember me kindly to dear Sr. Assistant. [ trust she will soon get well again. Fond love 
also to dear M. St. John and Sr. M. Protais, M. Adele and all who may inquire.for us. | 
suppose the new arrivals in Tucson are now resting themselves. Adieu, Dearest Mother! A 
few days more and we hope to be established on “Mount Hope” with our dear Indians. 
By the way, they come nearly every day and besides inquiring how soon -- they want to get 
some medals - We should feel so glad to have some to give; they express by signs, what 
they want to do with them - Hang them round their neck. My Dearest Mother! Here is a 
rich harvest of souls. May St. Joseph’s daughters prove themselves worthy. 

M. Valeria writes that the people of San Diego at the urgent request of F. Ubach are 
making efforts to get up a fair for the Sisters. 


+ 
J.M.J. Yuma, April 5th 1886 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 


Waiting still for our orders from Headquarters -- Our delay becomes day by day 
more painful, as our poor Yumas come every day to see us and tell us how anxious they 
are for our coming and how glad they shall be to send us their children. Besides a great 
number of them are sick and have nothing to eat. Some say they don’t care whether they 
live or die, as they have nothing to eat. My heart aches for those poor precious souls. May 
our Lord hasten our final instructions from Washington, which ought by all means reach us 
today! (page is missing) growing out of our long delay, and are naturally consequent 
upon it. 

Yesterday an old Indian, who faithfully comes to see us, came with a large Wild 
Cat skin; as we happened to be in the parlor with some visitors, he stood at the parlor door 
and beckoned to me to come out to him. He wanted to know if | liked to have that. I told 
him, yes. You should have seen his joy when I accepted it. He is the same whom we had 
asked to take us to Pasqual’s Rancheria. But, as his clothing was not decent as he thought 
would befit the guide of the Srs., he excused himself. We told him we would not mind - 
he said he would not like to disgrace us, but had no better. So he went ahead of us and 
always kept at a respectful distance. Indian, as he is, he is such a polite and gentle old 
man. He has been here twice already this morning, to know how soon we would go over 
to them. 

How sad about that trouble in East St. Louis! God grant it may stop there. | trust 
you have more favorable weather by this time. Here we have had a few sandstorms of late: 
otherwise the weather has been beautiful. Mrs. Retonda (sic) will soon have any quantity 
of fresh figs. The grapes are in most luxuriant bloom as also the Orange, Lemon and 
Pommegranate (sic) trees. She has a lovely garden. 

As soon as we go the Fort, I shall write you. In the meantime we shall pray and 
hope. We shall not lack work. Mother Ambrosia can now study all her papers containing 
directions for the careful discharge of her duties. She is at present writing to Washington, 
and is taking great pains to do it well. | got the first list of words from a Yuma-American. 
In reading it over to some Indians, they gave me a much clearer pronunciation. They 
seemed much pleased to see us take pains with their language. I had a few medals of St. 
Joseph which I was happy to have to give as they had come purposely to ask porma 
Medaille, But now my stack is nearly exhausted. Yet each day brings new applicants for 
the Medal. You should see those poor creatures how proud they are of their Medal! Rev. 
F. Chaucot says they are sure to wear their medal where he can see it. Poor Father! he 
takes as much interest in the work as if it were his. He is truly good. My dear Compn. 
unites with me in sending much love and best wishes to our dear Rev. Mother and Sisters 
at the Mother House and Nazareth. None are forgotten. Mother Valeria had them (the 
papers) promptly signed, and returned to Washington on the 27th ult. I sent Father 
Stephan a telegram on last Monday, the 29th ult. to advise him of dispatch of Documents, 
and asked him to hasten final instructions as we had been waiting here for sometime. 
Thus, we live in hopes of hearing from him today. I shall sent you a telegram as soon as 
we shall have received our message; for I know you must feel as anxious as ourselves. 
We shall have good reason to call the little mount on which the Fort is located “Mount of 
Good Hope” or in Spanish “El Monte de buena Esperanza”, for acts of hope and 
confidence have been greatly multiplied. 

I have been trying my skill at 2 languages since I came to Yuma, but fear I have not 
yet made much progress. Defect of memory is the cause. I am getting old. I find it, 
however, quite easy to understand the sermons in Spanish, of which we have three every 
week; and as we hear nothing but Spanish we are, so to say, forced to learn it. If I stayed 


here a few weeks more, | might master it. I have been busy this past week at a little 
vocabulary in the Yuma tongue. The Indians that come to visit us are our teachers. 

] shall sent the letter to Rev. F. Adams today and ask permission for the Chapel and 
BI. Sacrament as also faculties for Chaplain and Confessor for F. Chaucot, as Rt. Rev. 
Bp. Bourgade advised. 


As ever your grateful ch. in the S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


Rev. F. Chaucot sends best respects, so does dear Mrs. Rodonda (sic) and her amiable 
family. 


J.M.J St. Joseph’s Room at Yuma 
April 10th °86 


Rev. Mother Agatha, Sup. Genl 


Dearest Mother: 

Your highly prized letter was handed to me yesterday morning, just as we came from 
Mass; and as we had purposed visiting the “Fort” to find out what could be done for a 
beginning, we stopped at the telegraph office on the way, to send you the dispatch which 
must have apprised you of the receipt of the long looked for message from Washington. 

The message was worded thus: To Mary O’Neil, Yuma, Anz. “Your Bond 
approved -- Instructions have been sent to the Agt. of the Colorado Agency to transfer the 
School to you.” ac Atkins, Comr. 

We shall have to await written instructions from Washington. Mr. Rodonda (sic) 
says that the Agent will probably come down from Colorado by the next Boat trip and make 
his transfer in person. As matters now stand, we cannot do much until the lady in 
possession of the Fort has taken her departure; nor can we send for the other Sisters until 
we can lodge them on “Mount Hope”. 

You remember, my Dear Mother, what a bleak desert the town of Yuma presents to 
view; yet my dear companion says there are many improvements. All the Americans and 
better class families of Mexicans have lovely gardens all the year around. The R.R. Co. 
furnishes the water for irrigation and those who can afford to pay, find no difficulty in 
making a little terestrial (sic) paradise around them. The soil here is exceedingly fertile, the 
weather delightful during the day and nights are cool -- only from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. it is 
somewhat uncomfortably hot. Though the adobe houses are cool yet, and if you stay within 
doors during these hours, you can easily stand the heat. I wish we could send you some of 
our sunshine and fair weather. We have now been here nearly 4 weeks, and have had only 2 
cloudy days during this time; although we have had 2 or 3 sandstorms. 

I don’t know whether you visited the Fort during your visit to Yuma. The view from 
it is just magnificent. The Sisters will have an eye on the whole Indian Reservation which 
stretches along the Colorado for 20 miles and is said to be 4 miles wide. They can see the 
confluence of the Colorado and the Gila Rivers back of the Hill on which the Fort is built. 
The contrast between the view of the town and that from the Fort on the lovely Valley 
beneath, is very striking. I cannot help thinking that the Sisters going there, will be pleased. 
apart from the pleasure which the thought or hope of their probable success in their mission 
may afford them. 

But now to the Buildings destined for the future habitation of your daughters. 

There is certainly a great deal of wreck and ruin. Yet some are in a tolerably good state of 
preservation. They have been well constructed and several of them have also been well 
finished-off in casings, ceilings and flooring. There will be great work till everything can be 
put in proper shape. There is one separate Building occupied at present by the lady teacher 
and her assts. It has 8 fine rooms and stands in front of and in view of all the other 
buildings around forming as it were, a center and yet is at a sufficient distance from the rest. 
We thought our Lord’s Providence had designed this home for a little Cloister for St. 
Joseph’s daughters. From this place they can have a full view of the group of Buildings 
constituting the Fort, the beautiful Valley of the Colorado and Gila rivers, the entire town of 
Yuma with Hills beyond, the Sister Hill of the Conception, where the terratorial (sic) prison 
now stands, and the Mountains up the Colorado of which the two Castledomes stand out the 
most prominent. Viewing them from the Fort you would really believe them to be some 
ancient Castles you read about in some storybook of old. 

As we took our “Road to the Fort” yesterday, we met quite a number of Yumas on 
their way to town. They were all smiles, for they thought we were going over to stay; so 
they felt rather disappointed on our disabusing them of their conjectures. Good Father 


Chaucot was with us, as he was bent on selecting the room for the Chapel. As soon as we 
crossed the Colorado (which for the present is rather hazardous for such that are easil y 
dazed, for the bridge is not completed), we were heartily greeted by a Jackass standing at 
the foot of the Hil] or Mount Hope. You should have seen Father Chaucot enjoy the salute 


The visits from our good Indians continue, so much so, that I was afraid they were 
becoming troublesome to our very kind hostess and her amiable family. But she assured us 


around, and she has never yet found a single thing missing. They say that Chief Pasqual 
has trained his people to hate three things — drinking, lying and stealing, and one found 
guilty in any one of these points is chastised by a sound thrashing from Pasqual himself. 


anxious to see the Sisters -- She told Sister, “Never mind, when you go to the Fort, you 
must not wash any more; we Indians will do all the washing for the Sisters.” 
I send you by same mail some photos of our good Yumas. But I could not procure 


dresses as a gentleman. He looks much better than his portrait represents him. He seemed 


fierceness of temper, or disposition. They all present a certain mild and intelligent look with 


Pasqual on Monday, D.V. He sent us word several times to please come soon. The 


San Diego. She is not wanted there by Sisters or Pastor. If the lot were divided between 


north and south -- the dividing line running East and West, it would not bring neighbors too 
close to the Sisters. 


| 


Mother Gonz. wishes our Ind. Mission were settled. [ wish it most heartily myself. 
but patience is necessary. There will now be a great deal of correspondence between Mary 
O'Neil and Officials in Washington. It takes over two weeks to get an answer by letter. 
On reading over your few lines written on back of copy of letter to Very Rev. Father Adam, 
I found, of course, my mistake. Bp. Bourgade knowing of Bp. Mora’s absence from Los 
Angeles, advised me to write to Very Rev. Vic.. General for those permissions. So I wrote 
to him after receiving the telegram from Washington. Our good Padre, Juan, will give the 
B. Sacrament as soon as a Chapel is prepared. We can take the Altar from the Convent. 

Trusting that this long letter will find you in good health, M. Ambrosia and myself 
join in sending most respectful filial salutations to our dear Mother and fond love to all the 
dear inmates of the Mother House, while I remain as ever 


Your gratefully devoted child in X, 
Sr. M. Julia 


Kindest remembrance to dear Sr. Assistant, Mother St. John, our dear old Sr. Protais, M. 
Adele, and all who may inquire for this little pilgrim. 
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J.M.J 


Yuma, April 15th 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

Though I sent you word last week, that this week would find us at the Fort, yet we 
have not yet been able to get possession. As I apprised you in my last, the telegram 
received on last Thursday moming from Comr. Atkins informed Mdme. O’Neil of the 
approval of her Bonds, and that the Agent under whose care the school had hitherto been 
kept, had just been instructed to transfer School to her, yet we have not as yet heard 
anything from the Agent. 

This moming, however, brought a long letter from Comr. Atkins in which he gives 
various directions and asks us to relieve without delay, Mr. Ashley, Agent of the Col. 
Agency, of the care of the Yuma Indian Boarding School, and says that the office 
had been instructed to hand over everything to Mdme. O’Neil for which she is asked to 
give him (to Agent) a receipt in triplicate. 

Now will commence the great work for us. After receiving the Commissioner's 
communication this morning, we went over to the Fort to see whether any message had 
been received for Agent. The man in charge of Exterior Affairs there, told us that he had 
received letter from (the) Agent, directing him to prepare a place for the steam pump which 
the Gov. was going to send and that he was also required to make an inventory of 
everything at the Fort. We shall probably hear from (the) Agent on next Saturday, the day 
which brings the mail from the Agency, or he may come down himself and make (the) 
transfer in person. 

There is still a good deal of opposition here among the Jews whose money interest 
is at stake. The chief of them has said that the Sisters won't never go there -- that he would 
do all in his power to prevent it. As he is an unscrupulous man, he may attempt some harm 
through some willing instrument. Please have some prayers said, my Dearest Mother, that 
the Devil’s plans be put to naught here. 

We met old Pasqual at the Fort this morning -- As soon as he saw us, he sent a 
messenger for his Interpreter who was on the spot in a little while -- We had then a long 
conversation with him, in which he told us all about the troubles and grievances of his 
people. He wanted to know who sent us and what we came to do for them -- After we 
told him, he said that though an old man (he is not only 84 as we had been told, but over a 
hundred years old) he would do his part toward us. That if we came to do them good, he 
would be good to us and would also teach his people to be good to us. That hitherto many 
fine promises had been made to him and his people by persons sent by the government, but 
they were never carried out, that they would like to see proofs -- They have been so often 
disappointed. 

O Mother! You should have seen that old man when he made his speech. He 
seems so good and so wise. How I long to see him a christian (sic)! The Srs. must try to 
win him. Afterwards he asked this Mexican gentleman at the Fort what he thought of the 
Sisters. He watched us all the time of our stay there. I would give anything to be able to 
speak to him. On leaving, he shook hands with us, and promised that he would do all he 
could for us. 

My Dearest Rev. Mother, I would be very thankful for a little book called “The life 
of the Glorious St. Joseph” according to Ven. Mary of Agreda. There is a little sketch of 
her life added to it. 

I hope all are well at home. By the time this reaches you, you will prepare for the 
Solemnity of Holy Week. Please remember then your two pilgrims in the Desert of Yuma 
and pray for them. They will not forget you in the devotional little Adoba(sic) Church. 
One month tomorrow that we have come to Yuma. As we did not bring any of the Mission 
Clothes with us, we have been somewhat straitened, especially as we cannot help ourselves 
by washing much. I brought a few of our linens with me which are now almost worn out, 


my companions helping me to wear them. I would feel very grateful if Mother St. John 
could sent me a few changes of those she knows will fit me -- also a few handkerchiefs, if 
convenient. We were not prepared for so long a delay and did not like to bring any luggage 
before being sure of the Fort. 

With best wishes to your dear self and all the dear inmates of the Mother House 
from myself and companion whose virtues daily greatly edify me, I remain as ever in most 
loving and dutiful affection 


Your child in Xo 
Sr. M Julia 


Dearest Rev. Mother, if you can find time to write a few lines to Mother Ambrosia, 
it (will) do her ever so much good -- She says this delay has taken all the good out of her. 
I am so sorry for her. I think a few lines from you would buoy her up ever so much. 


| 


Monday, April 19, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

Just after finishing the enclosed of yesterday, I received one from Mother Gonzaga. 
She feels very badly about the word she received from Sr. Assistant concerning the money 
formerly promised them. As the contract had been made, they have to go on with it. She 
asked me to beg of you, if it were possible, to procure it for them. They would be willing, if 
necessary, to pay a slighter higher rate of interest. But, as she has written you herself, she 
no doubt mentioned this. She also sent me the enclosed, from the Stray Sheep to Sr. 
Vincent. The latter, of course, never saw it. How blinded we can become, when our Lord 
does not keep us. But we owe special ‘gratitude to good Bp. Bourgade for the Way in which 
he fixed her, so that she felt herself obliged to leave Tucson. He wisely hushed the whole 
affair, so that it was soon forgotten. May our Lord be praised for thus saving us from 
scandal! 

Rev. Father Chaucot thinks we may have to wait for the Agent till Easter. Well, if 
so, we shall finish our Lent in the Desert of Yuma with our Lord in the little Adoba (sic) 
Church and hope thereby to largely Participate in the graces He obtained for His Elect 
during the 40 days He spent in the wilderness. Then, nothing will be lost, and everything 
gained by our waiting here. 

Besides, we are already perceiving, that Providence is working events most 
admirably in our favor. The opposition against us -- the party heading the same, the public 
mind forming itself entirely in our favor, owing to this manifest enemity (sic) of good -- the 
great desire the Indians evince for the Sisters’ coming all these are of such an apostolate! 
To be sure it will not be without the cost of sacrifices; but the precious souls redeemed by 
our Jesus’ saving Blood are well worth the cost, and it would be a great pity to see this 
noble-looking people perish. Rev. F. Chaucot thinks he can say Mass at the Fort every 
Sunday morning and once or twice during the week. He will give the Sisters as much care 
as he can, if only they will teach in his School again. He seems to be a true priest. 

If you were (not) with us, Dearest Mother, on our Father’s feast, we were none the 
less with you at the Mother House. I would fancy that all the sick have made Sister 
Assistant sick. No doubt, they gave her much to do and perhaps she over worked herself. 
Hope she will soon get well again for our Mother’s sake. 

I think there will likely be an amount of correspondence with Government officials 
at the opening of the School. I shall try to do my best to initiate M. Ambrosia. She is very 
timid. I made her write already and hope she will become accustomed before I leave. | 
think this delay is providential. Our Lord knows what is for the best. 

Your ch. in S. Heart 
Sr. Julia 


May you, my Dearest Mother, and all your daughters at home, spend a pleasant, 
joyful Easter is the fond wish and fervent prayer of 


Yours faithfully devoted in the S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


Am glad you were pleased with San Diego Convent. I asked M. Valeria to address 
it to you. . 
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J.M.J. Yuma, Apr. 26.” 86. 


Dearest Reverend Mother: 

As I told you in my last of last week, that most likely we might have to finish our 
Lent here at Mrs. Redondo’s, it has came to pass. We passed Holy Week with our Lord in 
the dear little Adoba (sic) Church of Yuma and celebrated yesterday the Pascal Solemnity. 

This morning, Apr. 26” feast of “Mater Boni Concilii”, brought the Indian Agent 
who is to settle up business with us. He was brought to the house and introduced to us by 
our good Friend, the Jew, who has done his best to prevent the Sisters from going to the 
Fort. The Agent says, he will have all papers ready for signature by next Friday -- so that 
Mary O’Neil can enter into possession on next Saturday, the first of May. Rev. Father 
Chaucot is starting for Tucson tonight and will bring the Sisters, he says. 

The Agent seems to be a nice man, but I do not like to see him in the company of 
that Jew. I am afraid of some secret plotting. Besides, I perceive from some remarks of 
his, that he has no very feeling heart for the poor Indians, a fact which impressed me very 
unfavorably. 

A great number of the little Yumas are getting sick. I trust the Sisters going will 
make them well. If so, they will have gained their confidence. Pray for us now, Mother 
Dear, that we may not make a misstep; but that every step, every word, and deed of ours 
may, through the powerful intercession of our Lady of Good Counsel be according to the 
Counsels of the Most High and accordingly be blessed by Him for a happy success. 

Some indefinable dread has taken possession of me, lest by some nicendiarism 
those enemies of ours might strive to do us mischief. But we must put our trust in the aid 
of the Most High. His Holy Angels will watch over the interests of those who labor for 


Him, and for the souls purchased by his Precious blood. I know you will aid us by your 


holy prayers. Thanks for all those that are being offered for us. 

I should feel grateful to Sister Sacred Heart if she would ask some little musician to 
copy the Litany of the Holy Name and the B. Virgin for the Mission of the Yumas. 

I forget now whether I spoke to you in my last of Mother Celestia’s petition for a 
Music Teacher. M. Gonzaga cannot very well supply one for the present. It would upset 
too much before vacation. I thought, if you should think well of letting Sr. Teresa come, 
you might find one who would be benefited in health by a trip to Prescott -- as a companion 
for the former. 

Mother Gonzaga is ready to send Sr. St. Louis to San Diego. By employing the 
little novice, she can manage to get along without her. 

Should you send anyone, Dearest Mother, I would feel grateful if you would send a 
doll for a little girl of the house here, and there is already a little Baby boy. This family 
have been very kind to us and given up some of their best comforts to serve us. I had 
thought proper to offer them some remuneration, but don’t know whether they will accept 
any money. We shall always have reason to be grateful to them. We have been staying 
with them nearly six weeks -- rather 6 weeks tomorrow. 

Hope all are well at home, my Dearest Mother -- Much love to dear Ma Soeur 
Protais Sr. Asst. Mother St. John, and all who may inquire for us. With grateful love as 
ever 


Your devoted ch. in S.H. 
Sr. M. Julia 


J.M.J. 


Fort Yuma Indian School 
May 3rd, 1886 


Dearest Rev. Mother, 


At last your children are located at the Fort and, what is best of all, they are the 
children of “holy poverty”. Government does not supply furniture nor rations to the 
employees of these schools. They have to supply themselves. 


It was well you gave us a little money before leaving. St. Agatha’s gift went to pay 
for the most necessary furniture. Sisters are as yet sleeping on borrowed beds -- cots 
without mattress or pillow. Everything here is enormously dear, both dry goods and 
groceries. We shall be obliged to take something on credit. On my way to San Francisco, 
I shall try to find out at Los Angeles at what rate provisions could be gotten there. Both 
fruit and other supplies are cheaper in California, but the frei ghtage is high. 


As I told you in my letter of last Monday, the Agent from the Colorado River 
Agency had come for the purpose of transferring the school to us. It took him the entire 
week to make his settlement and prepare papers for the signature. He proved himself a real 
gentleman, and when the Americans here now saw how much he made of the Sisters, all 
their prejudice melted away; sure as they felt before that the Sisters would never take this 
school, they all seem satisfied and speak in favor of them. Here is a true picture of the 
world: Today for you and tomorrow against you, and vice versa. 


The Indians all have been summoned to meet their great Chief. He has made 3 
speeches to them, one on Saturday, the day of our taking possession, one yesterday, and 
the other this morning. The last he made in the grand courtyard of the Fort in presence of 
the Sisters. The Yumas all kept gathering from early morning; at about ten, Pasqual sent 
word to the Sisters that he would like to have them present. They went out among them 
and I assure you that were mustered well by all the Braves of the Yuma nation. Pasqual’s 
interpreter, a Mojave (Mohavy) Indian seems to have taken a great liking to the Sisters. He 
speaks Yuma, Spanish and English well and is much liked by the old man. We have great 
hopes of seeing him a Christian before long. 


The Indians are working hard today to get the room cleaned which has been 
selected for a chapel. Father Chaucot would have been pleased to say Mass there on the Ist 
of May, but we could do nothing while Agent and Lady teacher were here. We hope to 
have the first Mass there on the Sth (next Wednesday). 


I did not find an altar cloth in the trunk, nor can we procure any linen in Yuma to 
make one. As we have no money, we shall have to beg one for the love of our Lord. If I 
had about 5 yards of nice linen, we could make one. [ begged one from Father Chaucot for 
a beginning. 


Well, dearest Mother, I scarcely know what to say more today, except that your 
daughters are all very busy to arrange the palace of their Spouse, the King, who will 
descend to dwell with us in the Most Holy Sacrament. There are about 10 children in the 
house at present; but some Indian told us that a great number was coming tomorrow. 


We expect to have a time in managing these nude little creatures. Yet, we are going 
to have an Indian policeman whose duty it will be to keep order among the little chaps out 
of school time, and if they should run away, to go after them and bring them back. He also 
is to sleep with the boys at night. We also engaged a young Indian woman who has 


attached herself to us, since we are here, to stay at night and sleep with the girls. She 
seems a very sensible creature and will, I am sure, render herself very useful. 


You will kindly excuse me, dearest Mother, if I fail to write more today. Having to 
prepare a document for Washington, I shall have to defer giving the rest of all the 
interesting items to another time. Shall write again in a few days. With love and best 
wishes from M. Amb. Sr. Leontine Sr. Alph. and Sr. M. Joseph as also myself, 1 remain 


Your ch. in Xo. 
Sr. M. Julia 


P.S. Mother Ambrosia sends you a hundred thousand thanks for your precious letter. It 
did her so much good. All the Sisters are in the best of spints. Many thanks for the linens. 
They came just in time for the arrival of the Sisters. As we could not get trunks right away, 
they would have had no change but for them. 


J.M.J. Our Lady’s and St. Joseph’s Post -- Fort Yuma 
May 10th ’86 


Dearest Rev. Mother: 

A thousand thanks for your precious letter and contents. It reached me on 
Saturday. I had greatly desired to write you on Friday -- the First Friday, to appraise you 
of our happiness of having our Lord come to dwell in our midst -- Yes, on the First Friday 
of our Blessed Mother’s month our Heavenly Spouse came for the first time to dwell 
sacramentally on this “Mount of Good Hope”. Rev. Father Chaucot said, he did not 
remember ever to have been called upon to administer to any of the soldiers, when here. 
May our Lord be blessed a thousand times for one spot more on earth where he deigns to 
dwell! ' 
I had however great difficulty in finding leisure even today. We are actually 
overwhelmed with work and he is always ready help to us. We have now 51 children and 
more are coming shortly. There are some in the camp sick, but the chief will not yet let 
them come. He thinks they would give the Sisters too much trouble. He told us this 
morning, as soon as well, they would come. 

The Sisters are all very much devoted to the work before them. All feel grateful for 
your kind maternal message and thank you for the nice little Easter cards. We have 
scarcely come so far yet, as to be able to regulate everything as we would desire. It will no 
doubt take another week or two, tell we can see the way clear. Have something new to 
learn each day. Yesterday, Sunday, we had Mass and Benediction in our dear Chapel. | 
wish you could see it. It is in the Building, formerly used as a hospital for Soldiers. It is 
at some little distance from our quarters but it was the best and most convenient and proper 
that could be found. We shall have Mass again tomorrow. Father Chaucot has been very 
kind and obliging in every way. 

The old man is so pleased to see his children so happy. He watches them at play 
and in school, when they make the sign of the Cross and at table; and whenever he has a 
chance he gives them an exhortation to be good and obedient to the Sisters and to give no 
trouble. Now, my Dearest Mother, will you please take this old man as your spiritual son 
and provide him with his suit for Baptism. It would hasten the moment, if I could tell him 
that you interest yourself in him, so as to be specially mindful of him in this respect. I 
enclose his measure. You should have seen him today, while M. Ambrosia and myself 
took his measure -- He was so much pleased. We shall try to teach him his Catechism, but 
will have to make use of his interpreter, whom he has also appointed ours. He gets as 
much as $25 per month from government. Our poor Indians, however, are very good, 
pagan though they are. They seem already attached to the Sisters, and Pasqual comes to 
see us every day. He speaks a little English and Spanish and whenever we meet, we make 
out between the two languages to understand one another. He told me today, he would like 
to be a christian (sic) that it was a very good thing and when I asked him if he would like to 
have a medal, he said yes, very much. So I gave him one of St. Benedict and one of those 
silver ones you sent us, fastened the two on a string to put them around his neck. He 
stooped down just like a child to receive it and was delighted with the gift. All this is really 
wonderful for Pasqual because, he is generally very reserved, has little to say and stands 
on his dignity as Chief which position he has always honored by his virtue and wisdom. 
He desires to be kindly remembered to you, also to dear Mother St. John. 

I have been busy writing yesterday and today in government documents relating to 
Indian Service. There is indeed a great amount of it just now. There will always be a 
voluminous correspondence. Yet, when once initiated into the business, it will not be so 
difficult, as there will be blanks for everything just to be filled in. Great care has, 
however, to be taken to be very accurate in accounts and Statements. I will be kept busy 
for a few days more on this head. All the various papers require a careful study. We 
reported today the number of our pupils. I am sure they will be both surprised and pleased 
to hear of their rapid increase. 


After a few days, I shall send you a list of all our employes (sic) and their names 
and employments. We have six Indians in employ among them -- Pasqual’s oldest 
daughter. His youngest daughter is in school. She is as wild as a deer. He has besides 
one more daughter and five sons all of them grown. 

With ever so much love, 


Your humble ch. in S. Heart 
Sr. M. Julia 


May our Dearest Lord take care of that dangerous tormentor. He is indeed to be dreaded -- 
Well, our Lord will pay him in his own good time. 


Yuma, Arizona 
4.12.04 

Dear Sr Thomas 

I am the priest appointed to work among the Yuma Indians here by Bishop 
(Conaty ?). I have been here about 4 weeks and have been out among them and baptized 
up to the present 33 children and expect to pick up 7 or 10 more with 1 Or 2 who want to 
go with their children. Now what I want by this writing is to ask you and through you 
the other good sisters who have worked among the Zumas here to pray that no hitch may 
occur in what I propose doing as soon as I have all things prepared — You know in the 
absence of any priest the children at the school were handed over on Sunday evenings to 
an evangelist who was sent here to work among them. His wife is field matron on the 
reservation , a government employee and this fact together with the Methodist situation 
on the outside that the children should attend the Methodist Church (some of them have 
actually attended the local Methodist Church through it being represented by the priest 
that the Yuma Catholic Church was too small to admit them) resulted in this evangelist, 
W Lea being admitted to hold some service for them in the school hall on Sunday 
Evenings. Now up to this point I have had no sufficient reason to demand that the 
children be handed over to me and taken from him and sent to their own little church 
down by the river as I have not had any of the requisites so far for doing evening 
devotions and even if I had demanded them Mr Lea and some other Methodist 
staff(teachers) might have demanded a division of the children claiming that the children 
be left to decide for themselves to which of us they shall go. Now as I expect to soon 
have everything fixed in their own little church I want when the critical day comes to not 
lose one of them. So I ask your prayers to the Sacred Heart for I know the Indians have 
most vivid recollections of the sisters here yet proudly keeping little pictures in their 
huts, as gifts from the sisters, and always feeling happy when they are assured that the 
sisters always remember them and pray for the 


I remain dear sister very sincerely yours. 
John F Sayers 


I think I ought to add that the superintendent and especially his wife who is a true 
catholic has worked along very loyally under difficult circumstances too, for the children 
against a whole lot of underhanded work and sedition right in the camp 


Yuma .Arizona 
1.16.05 


Dear sister, 

I can’t refrain from writing you again and asking you to continue the earnest 
prayers of yourself and your children for a favorable decision regarding the ultimate fate 
of our poor children in the Indian school here. We have not heard anything yet and I 
cannot help feeling anxious about what will happen to us especially as I know that here 
are So many secret influences at work to uphold the actions of the miserable incompetent 
man who is the head of affairs here. I have great faith in the prayers of yourself and your 
children to the Sacred Heart. 


I remain very sincerely, 
John f Sayers 


Yuma, Arizona 
June. 18.05 


Dear Sr Julia, 
I have handed over the parcel of books as you wished to Ruby. I know 
Her well, as she lives quite near the church here, but I am rather surprised that she wrote 
to you about the books and did not speak to me about it, as I have the books here and if I 
had known that she could play she could have had practice here all the time. But 
probably it is her peculiar way of getting me informed of things. However I fear she can 
have only a small chance to practice as she has now got three children to attend to, for 
since I came to know that she could play (about 3 weeks ago or a month when she 
received a copy of the hymn book from one of your sisters in Oakland S.F.) I asked her 
to practice and that I would be very willing to put her in charge of the organ when she 
proved herself competent she has barely put in an appearance since. Any way we shall 
hope for the best , of course she has now been a long time out of practice. I only wish 
she could take the choir as her 
doing so would be an inducement in some way for the Indians to attend church a little 
better-However dear sister I am very glad to hear from you at all events-and I shall see 
what can be done to further Ruby’s wishes and desires about the choir, if she can only be 
relied on to attend. 
I remain dear Sister 
Very sincerely yours 
John F Sayers 


Dear Mother Julia, 


We had a letter from Mother Ambrosia written after the agents visit and 
Rev Mother wanted you to read it. We have been here since Tuesday 14 and Rev Mother 
has been very sick, been in bed and it is good that she has been here —sat up for a little 
while yesterday but was not so well after that — feels a little better today. She thinks we 
may be able to leave here Monday night but I am afraid she will not, as she might take 
fresh cold. It is a severe cold she has taken, the weather has been so unpleasant all the 
time, very few days that we have seen the sun. Rain, , rain all the time, damp and cold. 
You will see from Sister Ambrosia’s letter that we visited Banning and a colder day we 
could not of selected. It rained, hailed and snowed. The ground was covered with snow. 


Those poor sisters have a hard time there. Rev Mother will tell the particulars when she 
gets home. 


We have not visited Tucson and will not. - heard of Sr Aurelia’s death 
today. May she rest in peace! 

The sisters here are all pretty well. Sr Edmund in Yuma was very sick 
while we were there and is still confined to bed. She had a severe attack of dysentery. | 
think Rev Mother has the fashionable disease (La Gribba) and she is having quite a 
session with it. Think we will be hope soon. Father Mac has not returned the pass yet. 
With fondness and love to all at home. Rev Mother sends love to all. 


Yours lovingly, 
Sr Adele 


